
SESSION PRESENTATION JULY 5, 2023William L. Coale, Ph.D.

LET’S GET…DIGITAL!
2023 American Theatre Organ Society National Convention



Author of the three volume, 1500+ page biography of George Wright



Producer of newly released George Wright material on CD



NEW PROJECTS:
Sales of old CDs and “George Writes” will be discontinued, 


with four new projects planned:

1. 1. GW transcriptions (excerpted from Muzak and Thesaurus 16” transcription disks, including the 
Novatime Trio, with GW on Hammond and piano


2. GW Radio Retrospective (starting in 1936 at Grant Union HS


3. Jesse Crawford LIVE in Concert  (Hammond at LA Elks Lodge in 1956)


4. Eric Reeve letters: organization/digitization/transcription/publication



TODAY’S TOPICS:
HOW and WHERE to find what you’re looking for online

What material is new to the Genius of George Wright website?

What research has been conducted since the GW biography was written?

How do you use the Coale/Landon Theatre Organist Database to its fullest?

Research challenges and your QUESTIONS



Sheet Music Databases:

Levy Collection: https://levysheetmusic.mse.jhu.edu/


Templeton Collection: https://scholarsjunction.msstate.edu/cht-sheet-music/


Sheet Music Consortium: https://digital.library.ucla.edu/sheetmusic/

Temple University: https://digital.library.temple.edu/digital/collection/p15037coll1/search/cosuppress/


IMSLP Petrucci Library:  https://imslp.org/wiki/Main_Page


Parlor Songs: http://parlorsongs.com/catalog/a.phpx`x


Silent Film Sound and Music Archive: https://www.sfsma.org/


Library of Congress: https://www.loc.gov/collections/historic-sheet-music/about-this-collection


National Library of Australia: https://catalogue.nla.gov.au/Record/5716370

WHERE TO FIND

WHAT YOU’RE LOOKING FOR ONLINE
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Music and Movie Publications and more:

Media History Digital Library: https://mediahistoryproject.org/


The Internet Archive: https://archive.org/


MELODY Magazine Collection: https://www.sfsma.org/melody-magazine-collection/


LANTERN: https://lantern.mediahist.org/


NEWSPAPERS: https://www.newspapers.com/


EBAY: https://www.ebay.com/


ATOS Journals: https://journals.shareok.org/theatreorgan/issue/archive


Console Magazines/ATOS Convention Booklets and more: https://www.markhermanproductions.com/archive.html

WHERE TO FIND

WHAT YOU’RE LOOKING FOR ONLINE
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Search Techniques:


1. Boolean Logic (+, -, AND, OR, NOT, “ ”) Think how to ELIMINATE what 
you do NOT want to look at


2. Alternative spellings (“Anne Page” v. “Ann Page”)


3. General phrase (“new organist”)


4. Date ranges/sort orders/filters (such as specific newspapers)

HOW TO FIND

WHAT YOU’RE LOOKING FOR ONLINE



http://www.GeniusOfGeorgeWright.com

• MANY additional GW music tracks (including GW’s 1985 convention concert at Hinsdale)


• GW playing a silent movie!


• Gaylord Carter Collection, courtesy Chris Elliott (NOTE: This is material retained by Chris 
and represents a tiny fraction of the overall material, most of which went to OU and now 
presumably resides in Pennsylvania out of reach of researchers or TO aficionados 


• Al Melgard Collection, courtesy Walt Strony


• Bud Taylor Collection, courtesy Craig Peterson


• Eduard and Marguerite Werner scrapbook (Detroit conductor and organist)

WHAT’S NEW ON THE GW WEBSITE?

http://www.GeniusOfGeorgeWright.com


http://www.GeniusOfGeorgeWright.com

• Crawfords Duet Music courtesy Jeff Weiler


• Video tour of the Hollywood Philharmonic Organ


• Audio of Joyce Clifford’s lessons with GW


• GW’s Colorado Summit audio (from 2 years)


• Newly-discovered GW research material


• Robert Hope-Jones organ patents

WHAT’S NEW ON THE GW WEBSITE?

http://www.GeniusOfGeorgeWright.com


http://www.GeniusOfGeorgeWright.com

• The Coale/Landon 8000+ record database of theatre organists and the 
theatres they played, 1915-1935


• Database of sheet music composed by and/or featuring a theatre 
organist on the cover (in collaboration with Joe Marsh)


• “Music and the Movies”—perhaps the world’s largest collection of 
material directly related to music for the silent movies

WHAT’S NEW ON THE GW WEBSITE?

(NEW RESEARCH SINCE THE GW BIOGRAPHY)

http://www.GeniusOfGeorgeWright.com


Theatre Organists and the Theatres They Played 1915-1935

https://www.geniusofgeorgewright.com

THE COALE/LANDON DATABASE

https://www.geniusofgeorgewright.com


https://airtable.com/shre6PxqbgYPv3vBq/tblp2ouwB17YpdQzU?backgroundColor=red&viewControls=on

• User notes


• Expanded view


• Download CSV


• SEARCH


• FILTER


• GROUP


• SORT

HOW TO USE THE COALE/LANDON 

THEATRE ORGANIST DATABASE



DIGITAL COLLECTIONS such as those on the GW website are available to all to enjoy, at a reasonable 
cost for me (database and website fees around $1000 per year) and take up ZERO physical space.


Currently, the GW website has more theatre organ history available to the general public than does 
ATOS, whose archives are basically inaccessible. I’ve waited over TWO YEARS to be able to get into 

the storage bunker in Pennsylvania to do research (that ATOS helped fund), and I’m still waiting. 
PLEASE encourage ATOS leadership to make resolving this untenable situation a high priority. 


The archives are the very LEGACY of the organization! Items need to be CATALOGUED (OU did a 
great job on some), DIGITIZED (print and audio holdings), and AVAILABLE to the membership. 

Ideally, the archives should be ENDOWED so that an archivist can continue the work started by the 
University of Oklahoma. Appropriate storage sites should be solicited, where the archives can be 

accessible to members.


QUESTIONS???

RESEARCH IMPLICATIONS



(from 1915-1935 that’s not already in the Coale/Landon database)

Please send to me at:


wmcoale@gmail.com


Please include documentation if at all possible


Newspaper articles, photographs, sheet music/covers, reviews, 
bios, and theatre advertisements are all welcomed!

IF YOU HAVE ORGANIST INFO…

mailto:wmcoale@gmail.com


I’ll be putting this presentation up on the GW website with active 
links so you can easily visit any of the sites discussed today:


www.GeniusOfGeorgeWright.com


Comments/questions/donations ;-) to:


wmcoale@gmail.com 

THANKS FOR ATTENDING!!

http://www.GeniusOfGeorgeWright.com
mailto:wmcoale@gmail.com

