
BACAL,. DAVID 

Born in New York City, ·August 7, 1908. The .Bacaf·. family moved 

to Philadelphia when David was yet a small boy. It-was there 

he at.tended public sch\)ol and received h1s basic musical education,.·. 

a:1s beginning instruction. on the piano was from·hls mother. By-1922. 
(Astor Theatre, Philqdelpb>

he had taken his first job as a theatre organist_,1although he was 

still in high school. For a time he was organist of the three 

manual, Marr and Colton pipe organ 1n I.he Embassy Theatre in 

Easton, Pennsylvania. At the same time he accqmpan1.ed -vaudeville

acts at·the State Theatr.e in Easton. 

With the coming of Eound pictures. the Embass,: T_heatre dropped·, 

the use of the- pipe-organ ., and Bacal returned to Philadelphia •�d

for a time played piano 1n the Leo Zollo Orc"heatra at the 

Hotel. From here he .began broadoasti:i:ig on the radte as a 

.BACAL, DAVID 

Later Bacal moved to Chicago where he played 

pit band of the Oriental ·rheatre and vlayed- briefly at the Palace' .,'. 
". �:•��•· 1 ! 

and Chicago Theatres on the theatre pipe organ. He broadcast 

from the plpe organ ov.er Radio station WCFL when the studios were 

1n the .Furniture Mart bu1ld1ng, and then·over to the new Chicago· 

Civic Opera House where WCFL had-taken the entire 42nd floor 

for studios. 

In late 19J4 Bacal went to �dlo station wBBM as organist. 

After a period in ·military service during World.War II, Bacal 

returned to Radio Station WBBM 1n Chicago. In 1946 he moved to 

· Cal1forn1a and began playing· the three manual pip·e organ in· the

old NBC studios on the corner of Sunset Boule.vard and Vine Street.

He also did free-lance work on the Hammon<i_ qrgan ·playing various' .. -��-
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BACAL, DAVID 

tor ·the "Jaok LaLanne ·show" (a nat19nall7 known bealth-excerc1se 

star, who encouraged his audiences how to flex their muscles to keep 

trim), and "Truth or Consequences." 

J.



GEORGE BACON 

A versatile solo ... orga11ist is George Bacon, at 
the Rochester in kis sec0n<il year, .and which he 
had the · opportu11ity to open. He broadcasts 
over WHEC and is very well liked by his exten
sive patronage . Bacon has also filled engage
ments at _the largest houses in San Diego, Calif. 

·J-ebJ 



BACON, JERRY F. 

Jerry Bacon was born January 4, 1942 in .Ada, Oklahoma. His musical education 

began with <;:hoir in junior high school in Arlington, Tei>Cas wtiere he sar,ig tenor. When 

he began high school in Arlington he enrolled in band as well as choir. The high 

school had obtained a Hammond organ and Bacon be§an to play it f0r assemblies!, 

teaching himself as he went along. He learned about classical er�aA literature at 

this time and began working on Bqch's Eight Preludes· and F!!igliAes with some help 

from Agatha Patterson, organist of the First Methodist Church. Paul Li.ndsley Thomas 

of Dallas, Texas was another of his teachers,. although Bacon. is largely self-taught . 
... \, ) 

Bacon's professional career includes te-rms-as organist of the Melba tra,pri) 

Theatre in Dallas (three manual, 11 rank Wurlitzer) from 1967-72, and at the Fine 

Arts Theatre (from 1972-74). At the Fine Arts Theatre a three manual Artisliil'l 

electronic was used and later two Pilcher church organs were comll>ined into one 

composite instrument and used for enterta_inment purposes.

In December of 1,74 Bacon .was appointe� feature org�nist at the Landmark Pizza 
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BACON, JERRY F. {Page 2) 

and Pipes in Dallas. The following year he was appointed Musical Director of 

the firm which, operates other pizza parlors in addition to the northwest Dallas 

location. At present (1977) Bacon is featured at the Landmark Pizza and Pipes in 

Houston, Texas and remains Musical Director for the company. 

Other professional appearances hav irahtded concerts at Organ World in 

Manana 
Dallas, a cameo spot at Casa� in Fort Worth, an appearance on Channel 8 

television ,in Dallas and personal appearances at th� Capri Theatre, Dallas with 

John Wayne, Ken Darby and George Kennedy. 
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BACON, JERRY F. CONTINtJED (Page 3) 

In 1978 Bacon was transfered to Dallas,Texa,s to open as 

Senior Organist & Musical Director, Pipe Organ Pizza. 

The Organ was a Wurlitzer 3/21 which came from the Schnitzel

Haus Restaurant of Milwakee,Wisc. Organ maintenance was per 

formed by Hacon on this instrunent as weil as all previous 

in��allat_i�ns· o_f his ca:ree�. This mo.st sucessful engagement 

las-ted untill May ,1981.Simee that t:l1De Bacee has pe.rformed a 

few concerts around. Dallas,Texas. In October,1983 .. ·Bacon. was

called upen te p·erform for the Baten ·Rouge ,Lo,uisana State Fair 

attraction cal led THE WONDERCADE. This was a highly succesful 

eleven day engagement in Baten Rouge, Louisaaa. - . - .. 

In �r.ch,1984 Bacon accempned the celleetion of Laurel & Hardy 

sberts: cal led THE RETURN OF LAUREL & HADY At the. Gra.eada Theatre 

of Dalla-s_,Texas 011 a four day engagemem•t fer Landaark. TbeatEe:S 

of Los. Angeles,Calif. 

Since that time Baeen is p,resen,tly aetdve in Organ ,Maintenance 

in the Dallas-Fort Worth •re• as well as pre¥"i4tsg .-re·building 

services for Band Organs, Player Piane 's etc. 

Bacon is also involved in the Flea MaEket busines• etc. 
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BAGGOT • R�ALDO 

Theatre organist who played the Neptune.Theatre in Seattle, 

Washington in 1925. Moved to the Liberty Theatre in Seattle in 

1926, the Fifth Avenue Theatre 1n Seattle, Washington in early 1927 •. 

the McDonald Theatre 1n Eugene, Oregon 1n September. 1927, and to 

the Bagdad and Venetian Theatres 1n Portland, Oregon in early 1928. 

BAILEY. BEA 

Theatre organist in the Minneapolis, Minnesota area, who teaaed 

up with pianist-organist Ramona Gerhard tor radio broadcasts over 

station wcco·M1nneapol1s, "Twenty Flying Fingers." during the 
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B. A. BAGGOTT ASSOCIA'l'B� ING
INSURANCE ijROKERS 

SEATTLE 

Skinner Building 

May 17, 1984 

RE: Renaldo A. Baggott 

1� Born in Wenatchee, Washington 

2. 7-8-04

3. · . University o_f Washington School of. Music

4. Libert¥ Theatre, Wenatchee, Washington - during Junior
and Senior years in high ·school 

Liberty Theatre, Seattle, Washington - while in 
,college - 3 year� 

Paramount Theatre, Seattle, Washington - 1928-1930 
Duo organ presentations with Donovan F. Moores. 
We were known as "Ron and Don.'.' 

Pa�.amount Theatre, Portland, Oregon 1930-1931 
Paramount Theatre, San_ Francisco, caiifornia - 1931 

Fox - Brooklyn, New York City ) 
Fox - Philadelphia, PA ) 
Fox - Washington, D.C. ) 

alternated between . 
these three theatres 
over 3-year period 

Warner ,:s Hollywood Theatre, Hollywood, California - 19 3 4 

5. St. Paul's Episcopal Church, Seattle - 7 years

6. 

church of the Ascension, Episcopal, Seattle - 32 years
Still playing there - one service only on Sunday. 
No choir . work anymore •. 

In· 1979 with the assistance of·· Sandy- Bal-com· and Bill-- · 
Bunch of Balcom and Vaughn I had our-organ at the Church 
of the Ascension rebuilt into a very unusual instrument 
as a memorial to·my wife. Both strictly classical
liturgical concert organ mus_ic and popular orchestral 
music can be played with equal beauty and effect from 
the same console. Three manual. - 23 ranks - with a
special tremolo designed by Sandy Balcom to be used 
only on orchestral type·music - both classical and 
popular. 

· · 

✓.�Lt..

�

Seattle, Washington 98101 

622-6825
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.MONTIVILLE :MORRIS ::HANSFORD 

American Conserve 
• With Representations of �o 

W
HEN ·somebodv invented the motion 

picture he made no end of trouble. 
In· the first place he alarmed the 

dramatic world into thinking that their trade 
was doomed t-0 · be· displaced by a man turn
ing a crank in a little metal booth - it 

:MRS. GERTRUDE BAILY 

Pupil of and assistant to Mr. Van Dusen, organist 
of Michigan '!•heater, formerly member of Bradley 
Conservator, fa.culty, Mw;. BaC:: of American Con·· 
servatory, .an experienced organist of large repertoire 
of organ classics whOSf'. musicianship has ·been tried 

and proved both in church and theater 

actually happens that the world is big 
�nough and hungry enough for entertain
ment to support both. By the time the 
<:hnreh got through worrying about this new 
form of evil, organists .began to get itching 
palms. Some of them had tingling feet and 

---



BAILEY, DOUG 

Theatre organ.lat who grew up in the Richmond, Virginia area. 

The f1rst pipe organ he ever heard was the Wurlitzer in Loew's 

Richmond Theatre presided over by Edd-le Weaver. After a. stint 

in military serv�oe 1n World War II, Doug .Balley moved to 

Washington, n. c •• where he did a daily three hour radio sh01f on 

a local radio station from a theatre with a two manual, four rank, 

Marr and Colton pipe organ. He never lost interest in 11ve radio 

pipe organ music and in 1965 installed a two manual, eleYen rank, 

Moller pipe organ in his advertising agency offices in Rockville, 

Maryland for daily broadcasts. In more recent ;,ears Baile7 has 

become involved 1n television and motion picture production, and 

has played a daily radio show from his studio over a nostalgia oriented 

Radio Station, WXLN. 

BAILEY• . GERTRUDE 

Played the.Michigan Theatre organ 1n Chicago 1n 1923 and 1n 

late 1924 became organist at the Orchestra Hall Tneatre 1n Chicago. 

-
,I 
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BAILEY, LEIGlffON 

Was organist of the Clemmer Theatre 1n Spokane, Washington 

1n 1926. 
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�s � Organs ('((,o,gi,,,isis !No. 24 

. 700 S01.:1tfi Avenue 

1913 - :19�9· · ,W:jncess 1f/Jeatre. ,��l0sed',�lllrilif8, 4,,Jt'4l 

.1930 - l 9S4 -· R� Theatre ,., -

1955 - 1958 Closed 

1959 -------- = 

,-

.;.., •d - 1.-. 

This 500-seat house had'a two-I@Iiilal l{d}ili organ, built in Ro<:;heste.r. 
•. ' . • .- ;..,., - ' .;.. ,

'i:!;

. '""'· :,,· - . ,, �;:. 

Organists·'include Joseph L. ·'Briggs •�fetm.er ·RTOS. member), Matgatet
'Culp, Elizabeth Scurty, 'Ira F'. rsrur(EdW:in<'J1. Weij,,�di'U)fiis 'Perri�l.j\ 

When it was the Rexy, bingo games were operated jointly with th� Pull

man Theatre on PUlhnan Avenue, ·coimn.Unieation established by -�tdi.rm
telephone line. ,,,, ; - · 

In ,the accompanying picture, posters advertise "Imitation of Life" with 
C�atidet_te Colbert, ,!'Di"1Ilond: Ho�sh�" wiQI. �e� Grable and Ja\yl, ;Ray-

... •I;"'. -�· • • ' ' ·: 'l:l • -, .. . J.,;·•,.,"...\ ·. • i ... 

. ne, "Song of' Bernadette" .with Jennifer Jones and "Cir�umstantia). Evi-
dence" ·with Micfulel O'Sh� and Lloyd Nolan. The theatre was o�viously 
not a first-run house: Dates of the films were from, 1943 t�'l959. 
·-··The building now serves� an apartmenthouse.·., . 

Series !Notes 6y Lli,ytf P.. 'l!(fos 

0arfj (}Jater 
at the Auditorium. Cent�r 

�i{Jftty 'Wurti'Izer

�S.Jfl:--�-��f.:,,:�' _-
. ' 

Pe6ruary 18, 1'991_ 

l,• 

1: 

tlie <J(vcliester 'Ilieater Orsan Society 

FiHP A~ Theatre 



i*filNi):tl:1i::miMi1iBiR••i1+1.i1l1-.:lial.lJitf.D.lm;::Bijl,1,t:l11:J:i%ilHt 
i Barty Baker is playing his first �f.foijfuince for 'RTOS this evening. Barry

.,_ .• 
began his career in music with fqtmat ,piano .instruction, while teaching him .. 1·"'
self to play the theater organ. He,was,··,lippeinted organist and" pianist of his 
church at ·the age of ten. A year iat�l. ll{ar.ey 'petroimed his theater organ debut 

,, � ':ei�· ' 

for the American. Tlteatre Qr,g� S�tegr.{/\TOS) on the Wurli'f,ier:pipe organ 
. .. .,. - . . . 

.··':'·•·-• . . - ,-, · :· � . � � .,· 

in the- Eniery tfieatre, 'Cineiruma·; · d1ii0; ,'Fhl".respo� 'to· tlus gifted 'yeungster. 
was tteinendous. 

Shortly ·thereafter Barry oogan Ins� seven year association- with Cincinnati's
Springdale Music Palace restamant, eveli�y rising· to the sertior position of 
House @tgarust_r1fJiliientl¥iiB� 1i$_,'il}��·,ea¢i.�telf �n ,tfie,;tai:®�:WqrliTze 
pipe org�, at 

In 1-98�).he was na.meA' ifttemati9ll3l09{�1all �ttii!r of the ATOS.'!:Young Or 
ganist :copipetitiei!;_ •afict."suh.seq»�Pty, jy¥ i�� at· 'bqth .-th�it,)1'9�9 and 
1990 Natio�, fi)l.Vlil_!-!fops., lUi :w;efll aj: ,tih): 11lf �:3(�'{pS; ll�gio���Qiw,intion i� 

• ·• ": � -- ·.1- �- I.ii'! - r' . - - - � '/!-.;.. - -_ "'•.:.' - · .:,.;l." r� Minneapqlis: Bafl#'j bqsy��¢ef,t -�e(J'\ll� �;Jlit,�yglll 'l\u.n tQ;�J.fai)JD.rfor nu.: 

merous, t,\TOS clµip.tb�
);

l!Ild' in9��nd�nt: ,�tg;m ,Ql�1's,'·
'.

inelu@ii���rts in In 
dianapoHs, Miami/}Jeiweil:.s�ttJ.�. CW.cagQ;"·Fiufax (YA), titt�ti, At 
lanta,- .. Wi4ningtan)©�);, Orlandp\. Mansfield �(OJI)� Chattan��i�d many 
other cifi�S:. �ng_ih���fr of f9.9�f<ll!� pl'ayed a .15 perfu��. thre.e 
day erigag���f!U!t the -3000-�t Ohio Theatre ih ¢olumbqs. 

Barris ongoing ll!USie;: 'eduea:tion has included studies wi1h_ acciaimed ·theater.. - ·• -, : . ' � 
organ i!}$Uctor, JQbt). f,erguson of Indianapolii;,, Indiana. In 1992 Barry com-
pleted.'stu.dies at .Seutli�m Ohio College. A me .. r of Alpiul $igma .Lambda 

, _ ',f ''· " � ,.;.,. : '�·.' B ·;.:.-.: '' ,· • Honor Soei�ty, he graduated Magna Cun.i Laude. •�apy is presently a full-time 
student a:t the College C.o�rv�tQzy of Musi6 - .University of Cindn,niiti. 

/ ... '..,) ... t .. L:,::>:<:>:::�:�::U;:<::i·::r:�::;::�rt:i.l'f!g��i_.:::::·.:>)>��::,:�:i::::::::::::;>? .. .:. .. L(L'.:,.:..:,:_:,:.
The console of our Mighty WurliTzer has four 61-note keyboards. The twe 

pipe chambers, Main 3t the let\_Jide and S.olo on the right side of the prosce
nium arch, contain 22 ranks of pipes that produce a wide variety of musical 
sounds. The rows of colorful stop tablets in the console horseshoe control Ute. 
1558 pipes, tuned percussions (including a piano), ·untuned percussions and 
:'toy" counter. A switchboard located under the �tage ,relays tne organist's com� 
mands from the console to the pipe chambers. This WurliTzer 4/22 originally
caµie from Rochester's RKO Palace where it resided from 1928 to 1964. When 
the Palace was 'dosed, RTOS moved it to this location. Since its. inaugural 
Auditorium concert in January 1967, it bas thrilled Jl!llllY thousands of concert 
attendees with the unique sounds of theater organ. 

...Li;,,"·" r,,, � 

,-i 

As# a CotirtesY, tq � .. Please dQ not �e pash pi�� dJlring this coh
c�rt. T�� r�rding of RTOS events is NEVER permitted in ihe seating area' 
of fhe ';\theater.",.Taping· o(ootSoiicert by RTO.S 'Ifiefubiti is P-ermitt�;i':Iiliin
·the Top Balcony Foyei:, using the faeiliti�s provided for that:_pw:pose. . .- .,_�� . -;-,. . ' '. .. �- :•,, 

4 

R:efres·hm 
.. W,e sugg_e� ,at fl;i,p· t� tJieJtrr�hm,ent?�®rd�aaf�<:!e"nt ,t,p, 1ffi:e ·Mahi Libby�·du,r ..
1ng intejlliis�foil. By oµr 1'pa4'onage, we' h�Ji1.shew�,Pl1F $4gpdlitf or the cogtinu.-

. .. - ;. -
- . . - ' ,-� - ' .. •· in,g renovation Qf ,th� AuditQmutn, CenteJ.' facilities, 

' � :;,; •: -� 

· >:=·:·-❖ :·;:>!::/. S>+".;: \,v=�::':/:,.,!,•mlit!�···r:•�"-< ·:=::1;•,·<:·-·:·>A'.}:�r'.·+·. -,.;�·.:>-<:·:/
· · The.-aitisl wiU atu}:Owtce. this eveJiQrg!� pr0g1� from tJ).e console!; ·

• -- - .. -• ·• .-. l<'F. = ._.... �? .- ... � - .• 

11 
. . 

' , 

Tb� . RoQb'es,t�r Th�JP.ter. O.�an Society is "dedicated to the 
"\ · -- ,;a:,; , .H ~ ,t- ·. • ·:l-1 � 

prese,rv�tj11>.n :pf theater ·pi�; .organs .and tlt� ,presentalio,Y of m�ic on theater 
pipe orrgans. RTOS pr�.seijyes and produces musical even.ts 9n_two fine th,eater 
organs: this. AU(ijtorium, C�nter 4-nianJJal, 22-.rank WurliTzer �d the .. RMSC 
E:isenhan i�inanual,, 11-r� WmliT.�er�:ni�· Society.,and its tw�·.Mighty � � . - . 
WurliTzers l)ave a world-wide reputation fQr excellence. 

�-
This will he a Public Concert with FREE admission Jo� 1994 RTOS Mem-

h.ers. General admission tickets at $6.50 each, will be on sale at the Audito, 
rium Box Office dur[ng the evening of the concert. , 

pr ~ t'li:1'>i'fo 
' 

einc~ti's Sha~ 

ents Are Available Next to the Lobby 

~:~~~~m I·· ~-t~~J:)~mr>!-5 
... ". ~ ~ 
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BAKER, DON 

Don Baker is one of the best knowh of the theatre organists of the 

''golden era 11 still performing today. Born in St. Thomas, Ontario, Canada, 

in 1903, he began studying piano at age eight.41 He attended the Toronto

Conservatery of M1,.1sic ar1d before 'he was sixteen ,b>ecam€l a m@mloer._ 0f t'1le

�--.--:-:::-F,:;-:r;::�;:T.::-:-:�
u:-:--:-.;-::�-::;:� ---�-�· 

eration of Musicians, Cal�ary, Alberta branch. By a�e 20 he had 

110ved to New York where he took a posi-tion as pianist at the Flushing Theatre, 

Long Island.42 He soon applied for and received United States citizenship.

Baker's theatre organ career began unexpectedly one eveninq when the 

organist of the Flushing Theatre didn't appear and the manager asked Baker 

He did so and became so fascinated with the orqan that.he 

in early in the morning to practice. l-lithin two months he 

_ s named chief organist. 

From 1923 to 1929, Don Baker played at the Rivoli and Rialto Theatres 

Wh�n the Brooklyn Paramount opened he joined the staff 

there.43 Two years were spent at the Staten Island Paramount after which 

a year and a half. There he played at several 

London theatres including the Granada, Tooting. 

After Baker returned to the United States he became staff organist at 

bdio Station WOR in New York City and in 1935 he began almost fourteen years 
i 

New York Paramount Times Square.44 He has done a

great deal of recording, has had numbers of his musical arrangements pub

lished and has made about fifty films for Columbia Pictures. 

In 1948 Baker moved west and played at such places as Lake Tahoe, Reno 

tJld Las Vegas. 45 H� toured for the l::@mfl Orgal'\ Company, "for several years

played in several pipe organ-equipped pizza parlors and served 

on the staff of more than one music store. - At present Baker lives 

in Casselberry, Florida where he teaches organ. He continues to 

travel the concert circuit. 
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BAKER, GERALD F •. 

Played the Kansas City, Missouri, Newman Theatre in 1921. 

l 



BAKER, EDDIE ("Doc" Bebko) 

Baker was born 1n 1910 1n the shadow of the Brooklyn Bridge. 

He began piano lessons at age 4 and at age lJ got his first job 

pla71ng piano in a neighborhood theatre at eighteen dollars per 

week. Two y�rs later he was earning seventy-five dollars a week

while still attending s.chool and learning to play the organ 1n his 

spare t1me. Two of his teachers were Frederick Kinsley and Don 

Baker. At age twenty he was playing the organ in the Harlem Opera 

House, a plush theatre of the period. He also played the Commodore 

Theatre, the Cosmo Theatre, and many other theatres, partieularl7 

in the New York City area, both as regular and a substitute organist. 

When sound pictures arrived he took ether jobs as pianist and organist. 

one was as a cruise director and ban<i leader on a cruise to 

south America and the West Indies. Later in radio he was accompanist 

BAKER, EDDIE ( "Doc11 Bebko) 2. 

on the show "Famous Fathers," working with p�rsonalities such as

Lowell Thomas, Harry Langdon, Admiral Byrd, Morton Downey, Eddie

cantor, and Lauritz Melchior. Another show was with Harry Reser•s
Orchestra on the "Cliquot Eskimo" program. In 1937 he enrolled in
the Chiropractic Institute in New York C1ty, believing that the

chiropractic occupation offered m:.:>re security than show business.
A February of 1941 f0und him broadcasting over Radio Stat1on WH¢M

in New York C1ty. In 1941 he married and moved to Olean, New York,
where he set up his chiropractic practice, but where he has kep� his
musical hand in by playing occ�sional concerts and programs including
a series for the Buffalo, New York Museum of Science. He has recorded
long playing records o� theatre organ music and has performed for
organ groups throughout New York state.
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Barry Baker began his career in music with formal piano instruction 

while teaching himself to play the Theater organ. At the age of ten he 
was appointed to his first church position, as organist and pianist. A year 
later, Barry performed his theater organ debut for the American Theater 
Organ Society (ATOS) on the Wurlitzer pipe organ in the Emery The
ater, Cincinnati, Ohio. The response for this gifted youngster was 
tremendous, and he was invited to play for the theater's classic movie 
series. Shortly thereafter, Barry began his seven year association with 
Cincinnati's Springdale Music Palace restaurant, contributing countless 
performances on their huge "Mighty Wurlitzer," and eventually rising to 
the senior position of House Organist. More recently, for four years Barry 
entertained diners on the 4/30 Wurlitzer pipe organ at the Shady Nook 
Restaurant in southwestern Ohio. 

Despite his youth, Barry Baker is already a seasoned veteran of the 
concert stage. In 1989 he was named International Overall Winner of the 
ATOS Young Organist Competition, and subsequently was a featured 
solo artist at both their 1989 and 1990 National Conventions, as well as 
the 1993 ATOS Regional Conven.tion in Minneapolis. Most recently, he 
appeared as a featured solo artist for the 1995 ATOS National Convention 
in Detroit, and will do so again at the 1997 National Convention in 
Indianapolis. 

Barry's busy concert schedule has brought him to perform for numerous 
ATOS chapters and private organ clubs.During one summer, Barry played 
a three day engagement at the 3000 seat Ohio Theater in Columbus, a key 
attraction of their annual summer movie series. He has played concerts 
on the famed Detroit Theater Organ Society Senate Theater 4/34 Wurl
itzer, and the New York Theater Organ Society's Long Island University 
4/26 Wurlitzer (formerly the Brooklyn Paramount). He was the only 
American organist invited to perform for the Theater Organ Society of 
Australia National Convention in Sydney (April of 1996), and is already 
slated to return for a four week coast to coast Australia tour during the 
summer of 1997. Additionally, a three week concert tour of Europe is set 
for Spring 1997. His premiere recording of the spectacular 4/33 Ron 
Wehmeier Wurlitzer, "For The Very First Time," available on CD and 
cassette, is enjoying strong popular acclaim. 

Barry graduated with honors from the College Conservatory of Music 
at the University of Cincinnati, with a Bachelor of'Music Degree in Piano 
Performance. 
When not touring, Barry is an artist at the Organ Piper Music Palace in 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, entertaining on the restaurant's large 
three-manual theater pipe organ. 

d/11, ... ,,. C U\.Ji 2/,.., 
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The voices of the Eisenhart Wurlitzer organ: 
Part 2 of a 2 Part series 

The Main Chamber 
As presently configured, the 3/11 Wurlitzer contains four ranks of pipes in 
its Main Chamber, located at Audience Left. These are: 
Diaphonic Diapason 16'. This 85 note rank of pipes produces the sounds 
that we most frequently associate with the church organ. However, its 
lowest octave is formed of metal Diaphone pipes, which are rarely encoun
tered in church organs. Diaphones speak promptly and enable the theater 
organist to.use a staccato pedal technique. 
Concert Flute 16'. This 97 note rank of wooden pipes contains mellow 
toned sounds of the orchestral flute variety. Its lowest two octaves or so are 
formed of stopped wood pipes that make for a very smooth pedal bass. 
Viol d'Orchestre 16'. This 85 note rank contains the narrowest scale, and 
therefore the keenest, pipes in the instrument. The full-length bass pipes 
are extensively mitered to fit under the chamber ceiling. These pipes came 
from the Austin theater organ originally housed in the. Eastman Theater. 
Viol Celeste 8'. This 73 note rank has the same tone as the VDO (Viol 
dOrchestre) above, but is tuned slightly sharp. The 8' octave makes a 
wonderful cello in the pedal. This rank also came from the· Eastman Theater 
organ. 

The Tuned Percussions 
Chrysoglott -This 49 note instrument is located in the Main Chamber. Its 
metal bars are struck with soft piano-type hammers to produce a quiet, 
mellow tone. 
Piano -This is a regular 88 note player piano converted for use with the 
organ by the addition of an electric magnet stack. Unlike the rest of the 
organ, which operates on pressure, the piano runs on vacuum. 
Chimes -This 18 tube percussion, and the next two are located in the Solo 
Chamber. 
Glockenspiel -This instrument has 30 metal bars which produce a bright, 
ringing tone. 
Xylophohe -This percussion has 37 wooden bars struck by hard hammers 
to produce its characteristic sound. 

Information compiled by Mark Smith 

As CouRTESY To ALL 

Please do not take Flash Pictures during this Concert, 
or use Recording Devices in the Seating Area •
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GLIMPSES OF THE PAST No. 23 

At 73 Clinton Av
enue North in 
R o c h e s t e r.t w o  
theaters once con
secutively served 
the public. The first 
had three names 
during its history: 
From 1909 to 1916 
it was Gordon's 
Photoplay House; 
from 1917 to 1919, 

1
. 

it was Gordon's.__.--------'--
Theater and from 1920 to 1926, it was Loew's Star Theater, 
shown above. The house was razed in 1926, the 4-manual 
Moller organ going to the Monroe Methodist Church where 
it was destroyed by fire in the sixties. 

The Loew's Star was replaced by "Rochester's Most 
Beautiful Showplace," the RKO Palace, opened in 1928 and 
razed in 1965. Voyager Tower Apartments were supposed 
to replace it, but never came to fruition. 

It is interesting to list the names of those who played the 
organs in those theaters. In the former were Susann Appel, 
Gladys Clark, L. Grace Drew, Forrest Gregory, Rose 
Harloff, Helen Heintz, Clint LaSalle, Norman Nairn, Harry G. 
Sullivan and Art Taylor. 

Those who played the Palace included Helen Ankner, 
Jesse & Helen Crawford, Edward H. Graef, Tom Grierson, 
Ario Hults, Rex Koury, Ann Leaf, Walter B. Patterson, Dick 
Hull and Edwin Werp. 

It was the crime of the century when �hat beautiful RKO 
Palace was razed! What a terrific "Theater for the Per 
forming Arts" it would be today! 
Oh tempores! Oh, mores! 

Series compiled by Lloyd E. Klos 
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Our second artist was born in 1910 in the shadow of the 
Brooklyn Bridge. He beg,an piano lesson-s at four and at 
13, got his first job playing piano in a neighborhood 
theatre at $18 a week. Two years later, he was earning 
$75 a week, still attending school and learning to play 
organ in his spare time. Tw.o of his teachers were Fred-
erick Kinsley and Don Baker.. •. 

At 20, he was playing in the posh Harlem Opera House. 
He litera:Hy played in dozens of theatres in this period, 
both as regular and as substitute organist. 

Whe_n the silents cam�, boc took other job� as pianist
organist. One was as crui'se direct,or and band leader to 
South America and the ;West Indies. Later, in radio, he 
was a'cc_6�panist' on the sho� "Famous Fathers", working 
with personalities �l:Eh as Lowell Thomas, Harry Langdon, 
Admiral Byrd, M·or�on: Downey, Eddie Cantor and Laur
itz Melchoir. Another -show was with Harr� Reser's
orchestra, · · 

In 1937, he enrolled in the Chiropractic Institute in 
New York and two years later, won an audition for third 
organist at the famed Radio City Music Hall, a p.ositi.on 
he ,}_leld for two years. 

In 1941, he married, and moved to Olean, N. Y. where 
the chiropractic occupation offered more security than 
show business. Since then, he has kept his musical hand 
in by playing accompat:1i�ent for the Buffalo Museum of 
Science series, .a :: h. itr ·wus □!If" put out a hit 
record, and performed for organ groups throughout the 
state, 

COMING NEXT MONTH 

Father William (Bill) Biebel of_ r;rie Pa. 
will be here on November. 16 a Friday, to 
play a Concert, with a sing-a-long and 
a silent comedy. 

• - a I .m 



BAKER, GLADYS BEAVER

Played the Rourke Theatre in LaJunta, Colorado in 1926.

BAKER. JESSIE SAMS 

Was organist of the Columbia Theatre 1n Portland, Oregon in the 

middle to late 1920's. 



BAKER, J I:tv1MY 

Organist of the Empress The�tre(Kimball), Fairbanks, Alaska in • ,., l .; ':'._. ___ ;._ • • 

the 1940's.
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BAKER, W. HENRY 

Organist of Feeley• s Theatre in Hazelton,· Pennsylvania in 1928. 

BALDWIN, J. GORDON 

Organist of the Piccadilly Theatre 1n Rochester. ■ew York in 

1928 and organist of Loew, s 4000 seat R,och�ster Theatre in 

Rochester. New York where he played a 5 manl:lal/24 rank Marr and 

Colton pipe organ. He became musical director of Radio Statton 
. 

WHEC in Rochester and played its studio Wurlitzer which was installed 

ln 19)4. 
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One of Rochester's best remembered theatre and radio 
organists was J. Gordon Baldwin, shown here at the larg
est console which the Warsaw, NY firm of Marr & Colton 
ever built. 

Mr. Baldwin, a graduate of the Eastman School of 
Music, was featured in the late twenties as one of "the 
Console Twins" wi�h Huih �odge at the Piccadilly (later 
Century, Paramount) Theatre. He also played at the 
Monroe Theatre and was a teacher of organ, one of his 
students being RTOS member, Dean Robinson. A stint in 
Los Angeles theatres was followed in 1930 by Baldwin's 
appointment to the chief organist post at the 4000-seat 
Loew's Rochester, playing the 5/24 Marr & Colton, console 
of which is shown above. The writer remembers hearing 
this instrument which was more strident and brassy in 
tone than the RKO Palace Wurlitzer. 

With a change in theatre policy, Baldwin left the city 
again, returning in November 1934 to serve as the WHEC 
organist in their 40 Franklin Street studios, playing a 
recently installed 3/11 Wurlitzer. 

In 1936, he was named musical director of WHEC and re
•mained in that capacity until 1938 when he left town for 
good. Dean Robinson informs us that Baldwin died about 
1960. 

Series Notes by Lloyd E. Klos 

GAYLORD C.ARTD, the renowned silent film accompanist, 
will make his sixth RTOS appearance on Friday, October 17 
at 8:15 PM. Mr. Carter will feature the Harold Lloyd 
classic silent·film "Safety Last" and traditional theater 
or1an solo numbers during this event. Admission is free 
to RTOS members, with tickets for the general public 
available at this Auditorium Theatre's box office. 



BALL, CLAUDE B. 

Theatre organist and teacher 1n the Ch1oago area 1n the 1920 1 s. 

In early 1926 he was organist of the Iris Theatre in Chicago and 

was_ teaching organ at the Kimball studios in Chicago. In 1928 

he was on the staff or the Flnchley Houae Studio in Ghlcago, 

Ill1no1s. 

. 
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BALL. CLAUDE V. 

In 1926 demonstrator at the C1nc1nnat1 and Chicago offices of 

the Wurlitzer Company. 

• 
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Our Featured Artist 
�HA.:B..I..IE •AI..OGH 

Charlie Balogh is originally from Trenton, New Jersey. His interest in music 
began at age 11 at which time he started organ instruction. He studied with 
various teachers and eventually attended Trenton State College where he 
immersed himself in classical studies with Albert Ludecke, while perform
ing in supper clubs throughout the area. For a short time, he also studied 
with Lee Erwin in New York. 

From those beginnings, he has emerged to become a dynamic 
and exciting performer at the theatre pipe organ. Under the guidance of Lyn 
Larson, Charlie worked as a staff organist at "Organ Stop Pizza" in 
Phoenix, Arizona from 1973 until 1976. In 1977 he moved to Grand 
Rapids, Michigan to become organist at the "Roaring 20's" restaurant. In 
1986 Charlie and his family purchased the business that was then re
named "Good Time Charley's." After 14 years at the console of the 
Wurlitzer, he decided to close the restaurant in September of 1991. He 
developed a monumental following of fans in Michigan during his tenure 
which ultimately led to a hugely successful community project to relocate 
the restaurant organ to a new auditorium in Grand Rapids. 

During his years at "Good Time Charlie's", he recorded three very 
successful albums on the organ there. One of those is an album called 
"Pipes Plus" that combined the sounds of the Wurlitzer with modern day 
digital keyboards. "Pipes Plus" not only won the praise of record reviewers 
but other professional organists as well. He also had his own radio 
program on WGHN in Grand Haven, Michigan. 

After closing "Good Time Charley's" in 1991, Charlie decided to 
move back to Arizona to play for "Organ Stop Pizza," this time in Mesa, at 
their magnificent new restaurant which features one of the largest Wurlitzer 
theatre organs in the world. He continues on there to the delight of the 
thousands of people who visit yearly. In addition to his schedule at the 
restaurant, he maintains an active concert schedule throughout the country 
and abroad including Canada, England, and Australia. He has also 
performed on three separate occasions for the American Theatre Organ 
Society's national conventions. 

Charlie's style stems from a love of jazz and the music of the 30's 
and 40's along with classical influences and an extensive background in 
traditional theatre organ techniques. He is, and continues to be one of this 
country's finest artists. 

As COURTESY To ALL 

Please do not take Flash Pictures during this Concert, 

or use Recording Devices in the Seating Area .
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Historic Orqan Saved! 
Dedicated Preservation in Action 

On Aug. 9, the Wanamaker organ in the newly refurbished Lord & 
Taylor's {Philadelphia) came back to life. The "room" around the 
console is gone. The dark-wood (mahogany? ebony?) console is 
now surrounded by a white picket fence and is visible from Designer 
Women's Wear on the second floor. Keyboards and organist are 
easily visible from the marble Grand Court ground floor. Not all 
stops are playing but this Grand Organ is on its way back 

The Philadelphia Organ Quartet performed this program, 
one of several recitals that celebrated the reopening of the Philadel
phia Wanamaker store as Lord & Taylor. 

The quartet played separately as well as together on the 
Wanamaker instrument, presenting about an hour and ten minutes 
of music. The quartet opened with what sounded like a Sousa 
march. Two were seated on the bench, one playing the accompani
ment and the other playing the solo lines. Another stood along side 
and added glockenspiel riffs while the fourth every so often 
squeezed in to play a carillon on the newly available 6th keyboard. 

Who built the organ? The brochure titled "An Invitation to 
Become a Friend of the Wanamaker Organ at Lord & Taylor'' states 
that it was built for the 1904 St. Louis World's Fair by the Los 
Angeles Art Organ Company. It took 13 freight cars to bring the 
organ from St. Louis to Philadelphia in 1909. The installation was 
complete by 1911. A private organ factory was opened in the attic 
of the store, employing as many as 40 full-time employees, and 
added a total of 18,000 more pipes between 1911 and 1930. (The 
brochure does not state how many ranks, or which ranks this would 
have been.) The String Organ (a sound to die for!) boasts 7,000 
pipes. Some statistics as stated in the brochure: Organ has 28,500 
pipes, 6 ivory keyboards, 729 color-coded stop tablets, 168 pistons, 
and 42 "foot controls". The console weighs 2.5 tons; the entire 
instrument weighs 287 tons. 

Information gleaned from Piporg-1 Mailing list 

Next Concert! 

Artist to be announced 

Oct 11 and 12, at the RMSC Eisenhart Auditorium 

-I..__.__ _________ I 
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RTOS AUDITORIUM THEAT_RB PERFORMANCE ON SEPT. 19th, 1987 

The Artist: CHARL I B BALOGH 

Tonight we have ··the· pl_easure of welcoming Mr. Balogh 
to· his first . solo Roc'h·este,r performance. During his 
two previous RTOS events, Oqarlie played the organ in 
concert with other musiciins. In 1983, Charlie 
appeared at the Wurli Tz-�r 4/22',· with Rochester percus
sionist Elizabeth Voche6owicz,'. to put on a demon
stration of au't'hentic "Big-Band" sound from organ and 
percussion that - wowed the audience in the Auditorium 
Theatre that evening. In 19_84, Mr. Balogh further 
demonstrated his musical versatility by playing the 
then 3/8 iisenhart · WurliTz�r with Sal Sparrazza's 
Dixi•eland band for -an R!I'OS Mardi Gras celebration. 

Charlie st.tidied music; with. various New Jersey teach
ers, starti'ng

"" 

'at •ag,e· .1·i -�----Mr. Balogh continued his 
music education ,,as an organ :ma:iol'. at Trenton State Col
lege, where he spec·ialized · in i;td'vanced theory, counter
point and compos·i tion •. , ·ue gain�d practical experience 
by working fc,,r SE!Veral e.a�� QQ,a-st ,pipe organ builders. 

. . 
� 

. 

Cha_rlie' s . exp•Efrlenc·e ''wa;s_'''•e·� 1t:ended to electronic or
gans, when · he performed a•t.· ··,i·N�w Jersey supper clubs, 
played with a USO. travel.llin.-g·, show, and appeared on 
Philadelphia , TV program!i. ")3;ecoming interested in the 
theater pipe ·orgah, Char-lie·, "'�\arted playing inter
missions at Philadeljhia•� Brookline Theatre and at the 
Rahway Theatre - in New Jers.ey. He extended his theater 
pipe organ experiencE! by touring the "circuit" a!ld by 
playing at th.e ,;HJ,76' Ph"i-J,adelpli:i.a and the 1982 Detroit
ATOS national. con-v.�n-tlon:lt!. :_ ., 

- In 1974, .. eharlie. Balogh was ,featured at the famous
Arizona Organ . S'top - J:?J.,zsgis in Phoenix and Mesa. While 
there,· he · avai•le\f hfiil!;lelfi:f.·of tti-e opportunity to study 
under that well-"k-nown tlie&ter organist I Lyn Larsen. 

1?. 
. � 
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In 1977, · he moved, t.o Grand Rapids, Michigan where he 
was featured. ·or.ifonis-f at the,· Roaring 20 1s Pizza Em
porium. Mr. B�logh and his ·family now own that es
tablishment, which has been ·renamed as Good Time 

Charley's. This . _rest�urap-t features one of this coun
try's finest Wu-rp Tzer theater organs. 

Tonight, Charlie l;lalogh will provide an example of 
his musical versatility, innovation and extensive the
ater organ experience. His program will include music 
to please young and old alike. As we sit in our seats, 
waiting for the spotlight to reveal the rising console 
of the Mighty WurliTzer, we should prepare ourselves 
for an .evening of exciting entertainment. RTOS proudly 
starts its Twen"ty-Second s_eason of Audi tori um Theatre 
concerts by pr�se�ti�i---Mr. Charlie Balogh! 

II 

CHARLIE BALOGH 

The Program: Mr. Balogh will announce his program. 

AS A COURTESY TO ALL-Please do not take flash pictures 
during this cob.cert. 

TAPE RECORDING,· by RTOS members, is permitted during 
tonight's concert in the Top Balcony foyer area only, 
using the facilities provided for that purpose, Taping 
of RTOS events is NEVER permitted in the theater's seat
ing area! 

The Rochester Theater Organ Society: 

The Society is dedicated to the preservation and the 
presentation of the music of theater pipe organs. RTOS 
produces musi�al events on two organs: this Auditorium 
Theatre and the Eisenhart Auditorium WurliTzers. 
RTOS membership is open to all, Information is avail

able in the Main Lobby, or by writing to: RTOS, PO Box 
17114, Rochester, NY 14617, or by phoning: 544-6595. 

You will find that an RTOS Membership Card is your 
passport to many hours of pleasurable entertainment. 

• 

• 
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R TOS proudly presents Charlie Balogh for his third performance at 
our Mighty WurliTzer this evening. Charlie's previous concerts at 
this 4/22 were in May 1983and September 1987.He was also featured 
at the RTOS Mardi Gras event in 1984and at an RTOSWine, Cheese 
and Dance Party at the Eisenhart Auditorium WurliTzer in 1988. His 
1983 4/22 appearance was with drummer Liz Vochecowitz in a ''Big 
Band" show and, he was accompanied by Sal Sparraz.a's Dixieland 
· band during the Mardi Gras event at the Eisenhart.

Charlie is a native of Trenton, NJ. He started organ instruction at
age 11. He studied with several teachers before attending Trenton
State College where he immersed himself in classical organ studies ·
with Albert Ludecke. While in college, Charlie• performed in f3¥pper
clubs throughout the Trenton area. For a short time he studied with
theater organist Lee Erwin in New York City. From those begin
nings, he has emerged to become both a dynamic and exciting
performer at the theater pipe organ.

Under the guidance of Lyn Larsen, Charlie worked as a staff 
organist at the "Organ Stop Pizza" in Phoenix, Arizona from 1973 
until 1976. In 1977, he moved to Grand Rapids, Michigan to become 
organist at the_"Roaring 20's'' restaurant. He continues to perform at 
the console of the restaurant's magnificent WurliTzer pipe organ for 
literally thousands of people who visit there each year. The restaurant 
was .featured during the 1989 A10S convention "Afterglow" with 
Charlie Balogh providing the entertainment. In addition to being 
featured at the restaurant, Charlie and his family now own and 
operate the business which has been aptly renamed "Good Time 
Charley's". 

He has reoord�d three very successful albums on his restaurant's 
Mighty WurliTzer. Charlie also has his own radio program on Grand 
Haven's WGHN. His style can ·be attributed to a love of jaiz and the 
popular music of the 30's and 40's along with classical influences and 
an extensive background in traditional theater organ. techniques. 
Charlie Balogh has played for three A 10S national conventions. His 
appearances in Detroit, Binghamton, Trenton and Chicago and of 
course his four concerts in Rochester have supplemented his full time 
work at Grand Rapids. 

RTOS welcomes Charlie Balogh to our console for the start of our 
'90/'91 season of fme family entertainment. Ladies and Gentlemen--
the spotlight shines on Mr. Charles Balogh! 

rlf-- ,._ .Jr _ _  _ 

Aa a O>urtesyto All--Please do not take flash pictures during this 
concert. Tape recording of R 10S events is NEVER permitted in the 
theater's seating area. Taping of this concert by R TOS members is 
permitted in the Top Balcony Foyer, using the facilities provided. 

The R.ochester Theater Orpn Society, Incorporated 
The Society is dedicated to the preservation of theater organs and 

the presentation of music on theater pipe organs. R 10S preserves 
and produces musical· events on two fme theater organs: this 
Auditorium Center 4-manual, 22-rank and the RMSC Eisenhart 
Auditorium 3-manual, 11-rank WurliTzers. This Society and its two 
WurliTzers have a world-wide reputatation for excellence. 

RTOS membership is available to all. Membership information is 
available in the Main Lobby, or by writing to RTQS, PO Box 17114 
Rochester, NY 14617. The telephone number is (716) 544-6595. You 
will find that the $20 annual R TOS Membership Card is your 
affordable passport to many enjoyable evenings featuring great family 
entertainment. 

I 

,. PAlTI SIMON DEBUTS ON OCTOBER. 19 1 

Popular Colorado Organist Patti Simon will be making .her.RTOS 
debut at this Mighty WurliTzer o.n Friday, October 19th. The concert 
will begin at 8:15 PM, with th� theater doors opening at 7:30 PM 

This Public Concert will be FREE to 1990 and 1991 RTOS 
members. All others must purchase tickets at the Auditon'um Center 
Box Otlicc for $5. 25 each; 

.,_ � 



Charlie Balogh 
Organist 

Making his initial RTOS appear
ance this evening, is another in 
the long list of circuit artists 
whose families have had leanings 
to music. His mother is a church 
organi_st,__ .. _. 

J. ,_... :;;--- .1. • . 
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Ch�les Balogh, 
�

�1,,;l'ff:l-'t�it'tv,t,a��oe.:fE-4t;l"h-e-H'!--1.-v
Philadelphia area,�egan organ 
studies: privtr�ely with Albert 
Ludecke,.. ��renton 
(NJ

) 
State College as � organ

THE A 

� m:ajgr, -i;-peeializing in advanced 
theory, connterpgfat and cempesition �practical � 

.., 7 _ �..t� �erience v.ias g•ed while working :for several pipe organ -t..... � 
IP- q---- builders on the east coast. 

Adapt at �laying electr"nie iHstrefflents as 'Nell, Charlie &; •. n
�erformed in New Jersey SEpper clubs, traveled with a · -� 

USO show, appeareJr��a 'P-¥', and made some 
recordin

�Beeoming int�Iestea m tag tbeatre 12ipe 

T
o;i:g.an

h 
•, He p

h
ay

R
ed

h
inter

(
rcu
NJ

·s
) 
s
T
i
h
ons at Phil

d
a�elphi�'s

.:i 
Brooklin� _ /). 

eatre, t e a way_ . eatrE!, an uJ!;aReHCU out on the �

� 
� wtrlt appearances at Binghamton, Wilmington and

. T renton. &_D� � � 
In 1974, Gha.:l..it1oc.ateil"ii., Phoenix, Arizona where he

was featured in the Organ Stop Pizzas in Phoenix and Mesa. 
He helped in the rebuilding of the ex-Denver Fox Wurlitzer 
which was reinstalled in t�J1-t:t:er qs:t:a:bmslnuertt. In 1976, 
he w.a3--t�meiE"'Whe Tx_enton War Memo� 
Moller :for the ATOS Convention •. In 1977,Jie

-6{: 
m

Grand Rapids, Michigan whe_re h��\l���at:1.lj;�d�� 
Roaring T wenties Pizza emporiom. ·In 1979, hM-

.-.--
:1:irst re- · _ 

cording was made on the 3/3� Wurlitzer :i:11 ti.at establi_slc � ,,... 
� 'Fae seholilwlo tho;r:e alle .... ·s ltim £�e�cces 
on...t.he eire-w.t. �� � � --.......c..11:-Llli-

Accor ,ing t one musicologist, "Mr. Balogh presents in 
his pro 

I
ra� , a musi pot · to please every individual's

½,.. � 
taste. His se iti appr ach t ds, a lively feel for 

� � 
the big ncl swing, and his precise cl e retati 

� 

ure variety, color and rhythm which are sure 

-=-_;__ ______ -
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1• Larry Baral::�:.:!���curing all tlie/fJ,'/ 

\ vibrations he c�n out of his organ at the Aldin.• [\{(> 
at Philadelphia. He has· had former engage-
- . 

ments _at . the Stanley and Earle. Theatres bi

Philadelphia .. 



BALLOU, MYRON C. 

Organist of the StraLd Theatre in Providence, Rhode Island in 

1926. 

BARBARIA ; SASA 

Organist of Lowe's Bay Ridge Theatre in New York City 1n 1926. 



BABBER, DOROTHY 

Theatre organist in the Cleveland, Ohio area. Director of the 

Cleveland Theatre Organ Club 1n 1923. In 1928, organist at the 

Knickerbocker Theatre 1n Cleveland. 



BARCLAY, WILLIAM 

After graduation from Baylor University, Barclay went to 

Fort Worth, Texas where he played a 2 manual/7 rank Wurlitzer in 

the Palace Theatre, before the advent of sound pictures. He later 

became head of the Organ Department at Southwestern Seminary. Here 

he had a 4 manual H11lgreen-Lane pipe organ which he used to 

broadcast from the musio auditorium. His b�oadoasts were popular 

music. The echo organ had a.Tibia and he had unified it to 

1nc1Ude trick couplers and a heavy tremulant. 

... 



SABKER, HARRY J. 

Organist of the Park Theatre in Washington, D. c. 1n 1925. 

BARKER , · CLEMENT 

Broadcast over Radio Station KLX, Oakland, Calif., in 1924 

• 
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JEFFREY W. BARKER. 

. r . .. ,. 

I was born in Manchester, England on December 6t'ti' 194-2.

I s·tudied piano under Mrs Lilian Gruze A.:L.C.M. and;· ·also at -the' Manchester 

School of Music und.er por:qthy,,,<;h?-_rlton !1us •. :B. a�d Syl?ia Forbes. A.L.C.M.

My first· organ lessons were: fr·o:rn Michael Murphy A. R: c.· ·O •. on,·a Hammond C-3 i:rt· 

Swans. Organ Stor·e in Manthest·er. · This was at abo1fr age 16. 'Fhe store soon had�. 

me playing ,at various clubsr i.n ,the city to, which they had s11?P:��e? organs.

About this time I went to a
'
Theatre Organ Club rtreeting at the:.Plaza, Stockport anc;l

heard r.1y first theatre organ. I loved it. I was introduced ·to Keith Phillipson, 

secretary of the club, and he arranged for me to play the, Christi'e organ in the Odeon 

Theatr·e, Sale, Gheshi're. Keith and I' bec·ame very close · fri'en:ds •. , Sadly he ·died last 

April at the yo�ng age lbf 47. 

About 1961 the �anager of ·the Oden Sale,:Mr Brian Bint, was transferred to the Odeon, 

formerly the Paramount, Manche·ster.' This ·gave me- !access to -the magnificent 4 manual 

20 rank Publi'x 1 Wurlitzer-: Here, and· a-1:! Sale ] ;•r-ecri.eved .. theatre· organ' ·J:essons from 

Mr. Eric Lord ,vho had been· a house organist at the Paramount. His- advice on reg-

istration·was invaluable. Since I 'was no,.; :working at a ·piano store just .down the 

street from the Odeon I was able to play all of the lun·chtime openings and most . 

of the .intermissions. My employers, Crane Piano Company, welcomed it because it was 
. - " ·- ' -� - . . . ' . . . 

good publicity. I- played the Manchester .Odeon from 1961. to 1964 whea I. came to 
•· _,, J. . . ' .' 

America. I. also continued to play the �deoR Saly on_ Sunday,�. d'-!:ring thi_s period.

Also at this· time I played the 3 man·ual 9 rank· Christie organ ia. the 8arlton Theatre 

in Salford. ·The house had been converted 'into a Bingo-Hall· and the organ was used 

to entertain the patrons whilst they bought their Bingo tickets. This organ was 

installed under the stage and it was unfortunately destro.yed ·in a flood ,;hen the main 
I 

• 

sewer backed up and flooded the theatre during a heavy rain storm. I played there 

for about 18 months in 1962-63.

In 1964 I c�e to America for a vacation with my,,friends,.��ith Phillipson, �e� Mander

andiFrank Hare. Th�y wer;e all officiaI;:i of the Theatre Orgar:i- CJ,ub._ We visited m�ny: 

organs, Rad;i.o City Mustc Hall,, which J.ack _Ward let me have c;l private "bash" _on, the 

New York·Paramount, courtesy.of Bob Mack and Dan Papp and the Loews Kings and 

.... 



Brooklyn Paramount (now L.I.U.) which Ben Hall arranged for us. 

We a}so .went to Long Beach ,Islancl to see the 3•rnanua1�•13: rank Wurlitzer··installed 

in the.Surf City Hotel, N. J. TRe hotel needed an organist for the-summer, they 

liked rny,.playing and I was offered 1the job; That's how I came to live· iri America • 

I played the season of 1964 at Surf City and the following years I played at various 
. ' ! ' . 

other restaurants on Long Beach Island ��ing a customised Allen Theatre. 0�
0

gad. 

Also in 1964 I met Peter Schaeble, a theatre organ buff from Long Island N. Y. 

he �va-s, iqs1:c;l.J,ling a 3-13 Ro,beFt Morton tr01r.g'al'l in hi'S home ,i·n, R@sedah!, Long Island. 

W<;. became. fast friends and, ,.sirrce ·Pete couldrt 't ·play I was ele'c-ted· house·: organist. 

When tne ·Loew' s Valencia organ; 1 4 manual 23 rank Robert '·Mo·;t-��.: became a�ail�bie 

Peter 'purchased it and I, together i.vi th John Df .Paris, helped· re•mo�e it from the 

theatre and instail it in Peter'' s house iri 1piacJ 
1

cif tlte otli'er'torgci�.- That' was in 

1966. I recorded the ·organ for the Concert label in 1967. The album was called 

''.The Youpg Soµnd". _.I .epjoy.ed'. _playing this fine organ ·reg.ularly until Peter's death 

4 years ago. The organ_ is still -in place but his grief stricken::mbther does not 

want it �quched again. Pe.te was only 42. 

I have played many restaurants in New Jersey on electric organs but in 1975 I was s���: 

engaged to play the Big Top Pizza Parlour in Carmichael, California. The organ was 

the former Moon River organ from WLW > In 1976 I moved to the San Francisco area 

and played for the Capn's Galley Pizza & Pipes chain. I was one of several organists 

on the staff and I rotated between Redwood City, San Jos�, Serramonte and Palo Alto. 
# \ �> 

I should me�ti��_!_ha_t: _J was also a feat_u_red. organist at the A. T .O.S. Conventions in 

New York in 1970 and San Francisco in 1975. In New York I played the United Palace 

(formerly Loew's 175th Street) and Peter Schaeble organs and in San Francisco I played 

the Big Top Pizza organ. Peter Schaeble, Fred Boness, Lees Erwin and �yself were 

responsible for the restoration of the United Palace4-23 Robert Morton Organ. 

In 1978 I returned to England f6r the fir�t;time in 14 years. I was a guest on the 

B.B.C. Radio programmes "Pedal P_ercussion and Pipes" and "The Organist Entertains" 
1 � � . 

I have broadcast the BBC Theatre· Organ and also provrdecl,. material from my own private 
' ... . ; � ' ' collection. I /now regularly visit E.ngland for a "coJple of· months each year and

regularly contribute to these prograillJ!les� I also play concerts for the various organ 

societies in England and, last September, I played for the International Organ Festival 

in Manchester at the Free Trade Hall on same 4-20 Wurlitzer that used to be in the 
Odeon (Paramount) Manchester. 

I currently appear nightly at the "Kiku" Japanese Restaurant in Fort Lee, New Jersey.

\ . 



I also have just issued·-a new record-album "Jeff Barker plays English Style on 

the Colonial Theatre Organ�. The Colonial is in Phoenixville, Pennsylvania and 

the organ on the record is a 3 manual 23 rank Kimball with Wurlitzer tibia. 

The instrument is currently being en!ar·ged to 4 manuals· and 30 ranks so maybe I' 11 

have to make another record when its finished. 

to be reviewed in Th.eater Organ Magazine. 

The "English ,Sty�e" album is soon

I have rec_ently played a series of prograIDIDes of early jazz ,and clafs§ie_ ,rags on 
; • � I ' 

various church o,r��ns in the northern, New Jersey aref1. . One notab,le __ e:vent was

last year when I pl?yed the farewell concert on the '. Moller o;rgan•of Grace· Church, 
. 

. 

Rutherford, N.J., and the first recital on the new Austin organ which replaced it. 
� 1 ' \ 

Both concerts·· were very well recieved. Norman Spicer, . Dea� of i:mr lofaL,A. G. 9 � , , 

arranges these concerts for'me. 

By the way the old Moller went to a _good p.ome •. TJ;ie charch 'doJ:jated it to•. the New.

York Military Acadamy and they are using it to enlarge their present 4 manual 

Moller concert organ. It should make an excellent antiphonal division. 

I hope this information is useful ·to you;. 

don't hesitate to w.rite. 

· • I 

I� you need any more details please 

: .. Y 0u1:s SinceFei y/ 

JEFF BARKER 

• 

• I 

. . 

; • C 'I' . 

• • , l r \ ·-

• • 



__ ,. __ BARNARD. JAMES (Barney) 

Born about 1900. Took some lessons on the violin but was self 

taught on the piano and organ, except for some help from a cousin 

who was an organist. He started his professional career at age 15 

playing piano 1n a N 1ckelodean. Then he accompan1,ed vaudeville 

star "Evvy Hayes." He toured the country on the OrpheUiD, Pantages, 

and Ackerman and Harris circuits. He started organ work at the 

Colonial Theatre in seattl..e i_n about 1920, then played at the Rialto 

Theatre in Medford, Oregon and the Liberty-Theatre 1n Enumclaw, 
. 

. 

Washington. He played the Pantages Theatre in Seattle for about 

three years, starting as assistant to well known organist Henri 

LeBel. He then served as organist or the D & R Theatre in 

Aberdeen, Washington and the Seventh Avenue Theatre in Hoquiam, 

BARNARD, JAMES (Barney) 2. 

Washington. Finally, he was organist at Garrick Theatre 1n Winnipeg, 

Canada in 1928-29. He was pianist at Radlo Station WTCj 1n 

Minneapolis. He was organist for several years at the Roller Rink 

in Seattle. Washington and at the Seattle Center· Arena. 

.. -. .. 

• 



BARNES, WILLIAM H. 

Born in Winston-Salem, North Carolina, September 11, 1906. Studied piano 

with local teachers. and took a few organ lessons with a local organist. While 

still in his second year in high school there was an opportunity for him to play 

the pipe organ in the Strand Theatre in Ashville, North Caroljna. After a few 

days he was hired at the Imperial· Theatre on a two manual Robe rt Morton o rg;rn, 

then on to a theatre in Kinston, North Car0lina for a few months before )�Oing 

to the Isis Theatre in Richmond, Virginia. From there he went on to the 

Colonial Theatre in the same city at a two manual Robert Morton organ, and then 

on to what was then Richmond's finest theatre, The National with a two man ual 

Robert Morton organ with an echo organ. At this time this theatre· was one of 

the show places ��the nation, with orchestra, organ, and stage shows on 

BARNES, WILLIAM H. 

occasion. When the Capitol Theatre opened on West Broad Street, Barnes went 

there as organist. 

While he was still in Richmond, Barnes studied organ with the organist 

of St. Paul's Episcopal Church, Flaxington Harker. Harker wati a·composer 1n 

his own right and had come to Richmond from England. 

In 1927 Barnes went to New York City where he was for a time one of 

assistant organists at the New York Paramount Theatre. In 1928 he became 

' 
s Th t n Broadway at a four manual Moller pipe organist of Loe� s ta�e ea re o 

organ. He broadcast pipe organ over Radio Stations \.{HN and, }\�.� in New York

Barnes played occasionally for Mr. William K. Vanderbilt, on his residence Jrgan 

on his estate on Greenlawn, Long Island New York. The organ was a three 

manual Aeolian organ with player atta.chment. Vanderbi1r 's 1-'.nme is now 



BARNES, WILLIAM H. 3. 

a museum and the grounds a park, but in those days it was truly elegance 

personified. 

In 1929 Barnes travelled to London, England and was a guest organist at 

Leicester Square Empire Theatre which had a four manual Wurlitzer organ. He went 

to Paris, France for an engagement at the Gaumont Palace but.· it did not 

materialize due to political conditions. 
'jJ) J . �I;\ he played the studio organ in 9ie Kam.era

He went on to Berlin, Germany where 

Litchspiel on Die Unter Ben Linden 

for Walter Pearce, Wurlitzer distributor for Europe. Barnes was the first 

organist to play the famous residence organ in the home of Werner von Siemens. 

His residence was located in Lankwitz, a suburb of Be�lin. Barnes opened the 

two manual Wurlitzer on a lift in the UFA Palast Arn Zoo in Berlin, solo.ing for 

BARNES, WILLIAM H. 4. 

the shows and also concertizing with various European artists at special Sunday 

concerts. He .went on to Hamburg, Germany to open the Wurlitzer in· the UFA Theatre, 

but returned to pl�y at the UFA in Berlin. He went on to Vienna, Austria and 

tti "-:,., j 
was soloist at the &ie Apollo Cinema which had a two manual Christie pipe organ. 

The Johann Strauss Theatre in Austria was converted to a movie house known as 

Die Scalla. The Kilgen Organ Company sent over a three manual organ for Die 

Scalla which was installed under the stage. Barnes finally left Vienna in the 

mid-thirties when the political conditions were becoming sef:l6us which eventually 

led to World War II. Barnes returned to New York for a short time before 

accepting a position as organist of the Capitol Theatre in Winchester, Virginia 

on a two 'manual Robert Morton organ. After five years there, he went to Knoxville, 

.. 

• 

.. 
.. 



BARNES, WILLIAM H. 

Tennessee to the Tennessee Theatre where he played a three manual Wurlitzer. 

During his years in Virginia, he was organist and choir director of the First 

Presbyterian Church and held a similar position at the First Presbyterian 

Church in Knoxville, Tennessee. He dedicated var:Lous organs, 'both pipe and 

electronic in various cities in that area. He.left Knoxville in 1942 for 

a four year stint in the armed services, during which he toured with an army 

5. 

show "Three Dots with a Dash," and after this went to New York ·for ·rehearsals 

with Moss Hart's "Winged Victory." He returned to Knoxville after his discharge 

from service for a short time and then started on tour of the Sheraton Hotel chain 

starting at the Park Sheraton in New York City. He played most of the Sheraton 

Hotels east of Chicago and spent two years at the Chicago Sheraton Hotel. 

BARNES, WILLIAM H. 

After a two year stint at the Sheraton Gibson Hotel in Cincinnati, he became a 

partner in a business ventuzre there and played the Hotel Alms for a year. Then 

he went to Martinelli's Sup�er Club for a twelve year stay. During his years 

in Cincinnati he was also church organist at the Wa�e Aven.ue Methodist Church. 

He also served for a time at the _Frjendship Methoclist Church and the Clovernook
new 

the/Hyatt House Hotel in Winston-Christian Church. He is presently organist of 
D1nipg 

Salem playing in the Greenhouse h'oom. H i -i...1 • ·h ..1 e s a pMl!i is· e(!l composer. 

6.

.. 
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. . Billy Barnes, o:ri"e of the youngest organists inthe country is.-1featlirE{d-at the1:dew\s· State ';rheater -in· ·New York.- Ci"ty.- -. Barnes_. 'only plays. r�-strieted,.high'efass numbers.·. He has pi:i"rsonality·an�f'is :a. great:.,a.rtist.• ·_ Barnes .. broadcasts' hi�-'or:..gan�solos·, over' WHN. 
. ·- . " .... 

. �:BiHy Barnes·:arid· ''Skeet" "Haithco�--ha�� re-·.centiy:compo�e< f·a 11EfW- nu!iihe� titled. "Dnfting Along:"; ·The·numb�r is handled by the Cia.rence ,WiUiams Publishin:g··Conipaiay and wili soon be·released. · ·' ·

• , 4 . 

r:� .,_ ... � -..:. : -.'-�.:.·

-: .: .. ·::·.- .-:- T.Hi. M:AG:AZINE _F.�R:
���:::���t::�;�;��, 

. 
. 

Billy Barnes 
. 

- . .  : .. 

_ Solo Organist 

Loew's State Theatre 

NEW YORK CITY 

lq� 

r , 



BARRIE. STUART 

�ee pp.----to --· 

BARRY, EMMA L. 

Organist of the Hoyal Theatre in Seattle, Washington in 1927. 

(~t - ~7J?IV, ) 
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�ETT, RUTH 

Organist 1n the New York City area in the 1920 1 s. Among the 

other pos1t1ons held, she played at the Colony Theatre in New York 

1n 1926 on a 4 manual Skinner organ (the Colony Theatre was located 

at 5Jrd Street and Broa<lway, and Mr. John Priest 

was chief organist there). Two years late.r 1n 1928, .Barrett went on 

to the Cameo Theatre in New York which also had a smaller Skinner 

theatre organ, one or the first theatre 1-nstruments built_ by Skinner. 

The building itself was considerably small.::er t-han the Colony Theatre. 

The Cameo Theatre had also.been served by Mr. John Priest as 

chief organist • .Ruth Barrett also gave some concerts of classic 

· organ music 1n Aeolian Hall in' New- Yor,kl City and. 1n · later years

west on to become organist of' _th.e·Mother Chur.eh or Glu-1st1an

Science at Boston, Massachusetts. - T.here she played: t1'e

BARRETT, RUTH 

Aeolian Skinner church organ, b:roadeast from tt, a.ind·made recordings·

from it all und�r the name ot Ruth Barrett Phelps.·
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BAUCOM, MISS 

Miss Baucom 1s a native or the Clnclnnati area anel rece1vect her

mus1ca� eaucat1on at the C1nclnnat1 College of Music. She started 

playlng the piano ln a small nelghborhooa theatre wnen sne was just 

out or h1gn school to help earn college.-money. She p.layea there 

about two years. At that t1me, wurlitzer was beginning to install 

organs in theatres and she praeticed theatre organ music at the 

Wurlitzer Store 1n Cincinnati. One day Wurlitzer callett her and 

asked her to fill in immediately at tt.i·e. Orpheum Theatre where the 

organist had sudctenly become 111. He was subsequently unable to 

return to the �ob so the job was given to Baucom. who re-1ned there 

ror f1ve years playing rour shows a ctay, seven Clay:s a w.eek. These 

years were approximately 191b to 1921. In 1921 when th.e new Capitol 

Theatre opened., she moved there and stayed ror .seven years until the 

BAU COM, MISS 

advent ot sound pictures when live music wa.s d1sc�nt1nued at the

Capitol. She then went to the Albe' Theatre. C1nc1nnat1' s largest

and finest picture palace. She was at the Allee Theatre from 1929

until 19)1 to 1932 when live music was disconttnued there also.

For seven years during the Depression, she was 1n charge of the

th .When that proJe. et ended she 
Federal Music Project for ,e.area.

became secretary to Ike Lisbon. a Cincinnati Theatre owner.

In 1943 she became Assistant Registrar at the Oh1o ;ollege or

Applied Science. 

Her theatre organ career spanned about 14 years, the prime

7ears of the Theatre organ Era. 
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BAXTER, EDDIE 

Theatre organist 1tho recorded a twelve inch long play1n_g record 

or theatre organ music at the Lorin Whitney Studio (Hobert Morton 

4 mah-ual/24 rank theatr� p1pe organ) in Glendale. California in 

1958. iel'E:Qved ta be a pseude��. X.f0 _ 

BEASLEt;,_.- BESS IE· 

Organist or th� Bijou Th�tre in Boston, Massachusetts 1n 1928. 



EDDIE BAXTER 

Born in Colorado, Eddie Baxter was playing piano for dancing classes by 

the age of ten. He moved with his family to Los Angeles when he was thirteen, 

and music continued to be his hqbby. 

He began pre-med studies at UCLA which were interrupted by a stint in the 
j 

Army Air Force in World War II. Following his discharge he joined Glen Gray's 

Casa Lorna Orchestra, and later worked as pianis.t-arranger with the Frankie 

Masters Orchestra. Baxter married Ma,rty Baldwin, a member of Masters' vocal 

quartet, and they eventually settled.in th� San Fernando Valley. 

Eddie Baxter began playing organ in addition to piano, and his career 

branched.out in many directions. He wrote material for night club acts, 

composed qt1d arranged a Concerto for a motion picture, played organ for 

numerous. ra,dio shows, and wo"rked with Henry Mancini in the picture, 

"Experiment In Terror." He became sta-ff organist at NBC in Hollywood, where 
. . 

he played for variety shows, a space seri�s, audience participation and game 

shows, and awards presentations. His organ music was the "so�l" of Renzo 

Cesana's "The Continental," and he recorded with Cesana for Capitol Records. 

While at NBC Baxter organized a trio, which subsequently played supper 

clubs such as the.)¥nbassador Hotel. Between engagements he went on tour for 
- . .

Western.Airlines and did TV appearance�, including the Johnny Carson Show. 

· He then toured the country as a concert artist for the -Lowrey Organ Company

before becoming Lowrey's representative in Southern California.-

·Ba:xter has recorded eight albums for Dot Records, one, "Super Organ" for

Concert Recordings, and six albums for Rendezvous Records., including "Holiday 

For Pipes." Another pipe organ album, "Wedding Bells," was recorded for-

.. 

Imperial Records. 

Baxter is the father of four sons, and he and his wife live in Sherman 

Oaks, California. 
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EDDIE BAXTER 

A native of Colorado, Eddie Baxter was playing piano 
for dancing classes by the age of ten. He moved with his 
family to Los Angeles when he was thirteen, and music 
continued �-to i:>bethishhobl;)y. 

Pre-med studies at UCLA were interrupted by service 
in the Army Air Force. Following his discharge he joined 
Glen Gray's Casa Loma Orchestra, and later worked as pianist
arranger with Frankie Masters. 

He married a member of Masters' vocal quartette, 
Marty Baldwin, and they eventually settled in the San 
Fernando Valley. 

Eddie began playing organ in addition to piano, and 

his career branched out in many directions. He wro�e mater

ial for night ·club acts, composed !3,Ild arranged a Concerto 
for a motion picture, played organ for numerous radio shows, 
and worked with Henry Mancini in the picture, "Experiment 
In Terror." 

He became staff organist at NBC in Hollywood, where he 
played for variety.show$, a space series, audience partici
pation and game shows, and awards presentations. His organ 
music was the "soul�•· of Renzo Cesana' s "The Continental," 
and he recorded with Cesana for Capitol Records. 

While at NBC he organized a trio, which subsequently 
played supper clubs such as the Ambassador Hotel. Between 
engagements he went on tour for Western Airlines and did 
TV appearances, including the Johnny Carson Show. 

Eddie then toured the country as a concert artist for 
the Lowrey Organ Company before becoming Lowrey's representa
tive in Southern California. 

He has recorded eight albums for Dot Records, one, 
"Super Organ," for Concert Recording�, and six albums for 
Rendezvous Records, including "Holidal For Pipes." Another 
pipe organ al bum_, "Wedding Bells," was recorded for Imp�rial. 
Records. 

Eddie is the father of ifo.ur-;,sons, and he and his wife 
live in Sherman Oaks, California. 
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BAYLOR, GEORGE W.

A graduate·or Cino1nnat1 Conservatory ot Music, Baylor also 

studied at the American Conservatory of Music and North�estern 

Un1vers1ty at Evanston, Illinois. He played piano and organ 

1nc1Ud.1ng the accompaniment of silent movies, comedy shows, 

and for hotel audiences in the Indianapolis, Indiana area for 

many years. He moved to Chicago, Illinois and became organist 

or the Hollywood Roller Rink and at the North Avenue Hollaway 

for 18 years. He taught music privately, served as the organist 

of several churches and wrote a number or organ eompos1tions. 
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BEACHA�, DWIGHT 

Born in California, Beacham began his musical studies on 

the piano at the age of seven, Four years later he took his first 

organ lessons. He completed his bachelor's deg_ree·in music at 

Chapman College in California where he studied under Norman 

Thompson. Beacham dirl additional study with Lloyd Del Castillo 

on theatre or{;an technique. 

Reacham's first theatre organ appearance was in June of. 1968 

when he played for the Los Angeles Chapter,of ATOS on the Wiltern 

Kimball. In July of the same year he was a featured artist at the 

National �T©S; Convention. He has been featured at other ATOS 

conventions since that time. 

Beacham has installed a two-manual Wurlitzer theatre pipe 

organ in his home in Huntington Beach, California. He has toured 

and demonstrated orp,ans for several electronic firms. 
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/' ··J \ 
_,.BEAJciAra, STEV�

· Opened J manual/28 rank Kimball pipe organ in the warner Theatre

·-in Mtl:waukee, W1scc;ms1n 1n May of 19Jl.

BEAZLEY. KATHERINE 

Theatre o�gan1s·t in the Seattle, Washington area 1n the 1920 1 s. 

played the Grey Goose Theatre tn Seattle in 1926 and the Liberty 

Theatre in Seattle in 1927. 
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BEAVER, PAUL 

area including appearances at the 4 manual Kimball pipe organ 1n

the Wiltern Theatre. 
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BECK, FRED 

Theatre organist in the Chicago area. Beck rented a·studio 

complete with a pipe organ 1n the Wurlitzer Building in Chicago. 

He used it not only for teaching but also supplied his services 
Mooseneart, Illinois·, 

to Radio Station WJJD,tt� whenever .required� WJJD was in the 

process of installing an organ 1n their own stl::ldios.and so their 
' '

contract with Beck included not only hts services. as organist but 

the org�n in his rent�d studio. At dififerent times he rented three 

different locations. to supply. Radio Statie,n WJJD wltn the programs 

they desired. 
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1
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I • 

ane was .. n1ucli impressed �Y his musical a9ility. · '.I'hey were c1os�iy 
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ck: to Ganada.: . 1tr was •]de�icated to� t�'e Cari¥_ian sold±ers��,and,

.' wh�revet you i'oU+id them.,. the song was part of their standard equip-
. , 

, ment� _It made· a b�g h.it, in the United' States when it appeared on 

Fo'l' ·four years., .M;r-,13,ck waf wi'th the Stanley Co .• � of
' ' � I � • J'� ' a ' f 

• 

one o.f 1,h�'. le�(i:i.JJ.g, org�ists �f tha.� �itl ,r ·,,�lien Crandall' 5. New'�� ·, '

bassador '.{heater- wa.s o·pened in �ashington, he �as at the console of 

1;h� Kim:ball Unit Organ there, and tttade an in�tan t 1hi t with_· the 

; +

, , 

. .The. ti.am.and 'for his music ·wa's so gr.eat that arrangeuients :we�e '.fin.:.· 
; . 

all:-y m�e fqr him to 'br<
l

�cio,ae:t a; r,d.�al -every _s.turda:J: pi�ht :f�o,q 'i a \ 
' I • • 

Crandali ,�$ Ti.voli ., Last fall, he was moved from the
,, . 

the Tivoli wf tn i�s thr:ee-nJanual Wurlit�er, and th;s }s the ·organ

heaTd on WRC every Satur�ay·night at 11.1,. 
' • :t _J � ' L' 

lwJ.r.B�ck i.$ very entliusias:t;io about broadcqsting; says he feels 
. . . 

. "' 

, he i$ playi� to0· th.o:u.sa�d.� a£ old £1reand-s whenever he use91
i 
the mi�. .: 

� 

~· "'-e-r()!}hone-. - He- ie a-wh:i:z-zc�bang at ·pla.ying-;j-azz- and· getting 'Comedy· 
,1 I 

V 

tQur of the mid-west. 

studied QO t .h 

g 

r 

• r 

i 

· victor racords about 1915. 

Philadelphia, 

bassador patrons. 
I • 

Ambassador to 



I. ' 

r�ec�s '.(or hl.s pictures, but. a.ft.el:' gi v:tn .. a. ,j:)rogPatQ. bf 
• ' I � � . � 

music, and. then
1 

a ,program of �standard nwabers, he �ys he £"!Ads 
��sne�a.J.1y. it.bat peQf>ie1 ref tr �h- heibt$r Dins!, a ,,; 'ana · o'f ''t� :popular. ·-

'"t.uries> the; 'r-efer t,he,_ 1'allads. •· · 
1 

, ' ,$, trfif ' -� •, ; , _ 1 I , _., • . ; .. 

Co-2,v:et"satiQn' l·agged,.-.fer {:l moment;" SQ. I 45ei.��4 the' opp�rt,unity 
. ! ' 

. \'\ .ip��,ire. i�� �e�.f.Qitnd,. �:, a� al'.l ��'tfic.�
�l�, �o fai �:t //!'� �,:to�

' �oad1&:S:ting,� -Jmnied1at"'�*y"��ming up. to t�e subjeet, h� replt,� 
• ,;1' ... ' 

lf,li.ir 'i::btxineti.Sft no,h� 'Wb:)"," do 'y'.(.lU krtbW it l :ever'. playei!L ·ail. the �el� ;,.
• • l 

,qllest� I've recre,ived, �'d be a�l s•t� on P.rograms for: one sqli<l
� ;. ' � . . '. '. • � !j! ' ,"'; . ' . ' ·. 

,y.e�-""- .Tbe .'feoplel be wel\t· Oil/_. 1.'Settm. :t,o -·b-� very .fond of tnEi

Songs). I ha,r·� ma.n'y'. .. reque-sti;; e'spe�ially' i'o� Irish bai+.,'atls. ' The� 
n ,: •' � • '� ' ',� , � • ••� f�. \"� _r I ffi1, 1 � 1; • ' �� ' '{J<,'f, •� (st , ;. ,  ' ' ; , ' • �", , I. ' - , -

is one l�s'tene wno·writes �s she is an invalid, and each :week,$he 
' , • • f • J,. • .' . ' 1 - ' • 

I• ·�enlJ.s ·-a !'eq:1.uh,t"" £Qr �ne .. ,pe·cial ntunbet, which.'·}! aiway,s irfcluafe'.:·"�,;; ,· ',:,,.
. '[ ,; ' ' "'. • } 

' 
, . . ·.· . ' ill '  

' ,.. ,. ' ' . • ·  ' ,.,  • .. ' • . ·1,1 
· ' Hi:i p�oto�ia7 _,J?tfbl1e-. l�ugt,i ,ft ht� �omed7' imi�a.�i�ns �d ;&;ffeets •

., . . ..... _,- ' . . . ' 

a:nd applaud his' nove1:itte'S and ·re•eit:hls. 'but he 'i!njoy-s ll'JOS'&7 ... 0.r' ,ai
.., I 

• 
1, 

• ' 

the letters from bi� rad.io au:CU.enc�� He-reads every one and�� 
-

' rt ��t �,;t , �· � ' 1J � • ? ;;?-: ' ' I ,, • , , ' ' 
• \ , ' - '¼

) 
.. $Wer� as m�i as pos$iple · . · Ua��lfe some: •r�cU.� at>ti.s��,. Mt-.Be()k {S 

> 1, , . • • • 
J 'i . -� ' I • c' .'_ , ·. , f,<'·� \ _ ,,, l _· • • · er,' "'' �

I 

· _ ),'.i 
; U'Ot' 1�t'IJ! al1'7ne:-vdus w}ten. itir-o&L'1.casting, -� The litt, e ''�i)tt •1ha,s; Jiio , ,. 

•, ·
-'

: ,, ' 
,�,. 

t,errors· fQr hinl, for -he r·,els lie. is· pla:yj.ng � �Jtien ds of .J.ong "
. � , ' ' . (. .. :,. . 

i�ng, .. 
� ' 

. l • ··
. : n� �, .��� ready �o g,rasp • 

, _ , 1 r, , ' o1l Ill_ 1 
j I 

• . tie sa,y:-s uros-t ein , iealiy (.and he· po:undea his fis Qtl 

:; �;.' , .. �d�� .�tr: �:Pen� � ,J>elld.1s. did/ l\t.Ue d<lllCe) "I'!<>' Qrg!Uli.� ,'·�J
' , . ;' ', ' can' .do gOQ(.l· w,9r,k W'hQ "'is overwQrked; an� ,e1'eryone shoul.4 i;ea!izet it 41 i 

' 
';- ,

:11 
·• • ,'. . .'·· ' "", . ' t' ' . •. 

• 
' 

•· · .. i U''� ', W��kr• t.owa.rdtthe goal ·o£l'"get\i,rtg qua':iilty 'anti ne� 'qU�nt.ity ou.t, ·of ·ara " 
1,,; ' 

• 
. • l 

anist." He has_ two,.. as�istants at the Tivoli, He thinks orr;�-
q"" 

' ·,' ' ' ' ·!r, ·, . '·., 
. ' � " . '. .. ' ' 

·: ,{ .: .. , ·. is-ts s)loulci keepr� touch :with,�each othe�, . "D'l n '.t ld.stea1 to Mot.her
. ', ' . , ' 

��,: '-. org anist, �4�}'l>rim�, to -e�itic,:tie\ but.' µave j�t · as reoeptiye � llood 
' ,. - � 

1,- •• ,·,, � \ � ' ·>· ' � ' ... 
-�·- .I ... '.l!k·' ' 

� ' 
• ' ' .�i ,,., 

��..c.;, e-'.-..--�s.._ yt):U_C_qll,,-!!�,,,__"T:": ---� _.,..,..__.. 
I 

_.!,_.,. ... ..__...,.._J --- ....... :"""_ --�- � 
I 

", TJ\e,Fe ·:Yo,11 .have lwh� seorie:e of his· l?ucceas. Otto Beck does ,not 1 .,, 'i, 
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:tJ.is Riptu:res) blitt: af:�e:r gtvit1� a Jlt'og:ram 0f. popu,i&r 

· ,-tnusi<i:, and thefl, a prograr.n of standa;rd numbers, he says he .finds-
. • .>i, . . , • . I , •-• • ' • , ' 

. :�n�'.1:'a,Ily tna1;,_,_pe4t?1e ,�r��er the. b1ttjer mu.sip, and 0$

tu�esi ".-they pr�.fer .. '.'t,��ballad,. · -.. ·,'. . · � · · 
ii,;. 

. ; 't-: : .� . ,.-_ ' ' ' I ' . � ' • ' , ': ,  jM ...('� ' ,I, l Conv.ersatiq:n· Jtagge<i_ for a moment, so I sei�ed' the opportunity·
, . ! � ,

i-

t; )'; ' � . . 
) 

�o i_p.q"Qiz:t i:f,,h& _rerun�_ it at ,alJ. p�:ff1 ult,, to laJv, oie, Jt-og�. S(F � 
' Br a:, �a�tf.ngl ... '.£lilllled(a"telf war in� up tl tlie subje,ct' h�., :replie( "•.' � l.

;I'. ,. • • ,, r 

'••�1y ·rodijt1lss;�lt).ol .;tlh7i", _(lo you kno�; 1:r''t- eve:r/,i,lta-,eoi ali',)t-he hi-� ... :,.�, r 

J I ' � 

ve re 01e i, v;ed, I_,, d be all s�t _, on . prog:r-ams for on$ so

.,' _,_•ft , ,•� 1 , ',; I· (_ •_.' ·pie� �e went· on., "�eeni to ,He v�ry fond o"f th
�. I , 'l : •1 :r- �! •,1. • , � ', �-

�t:\,41+ re��e�, � � -��;r,eei,a1;r for; !r�1�h b4�+a�p-.

ene:r who ·writes :us she ts an .imraltd., and eaoh we 

, 9u�$t � · ee :L� "number, Yhi ct1 \:{ afw�y,s . -i�lll 
- ,.� !,'·· 

:� ' ' �. 1 .. '; •• 
·i 

' 
' 

to la : �h at ht,s. ,7o�Q.� �:i�ations and ,.'I .
I' ' ,. . !' 

p aud . . · - · aild re·ci ta1s, bu� h� ehjoy,s mos\ &r
• - I -

' I t. '<I .·, l_ ._.. • 
ietters from.;-ht:s t-a(ij.o audience. He ,reads. every: one and 

' • -� 
� 

l 't2l' •�I' ] .  ,J- ' c • '> t. • ,· ' ,i': '• .J-

/;, . as m,ny; ·, . �� ·,,u�:�e some : rad_to· ar��!St_
re .. , - ' 

_ 'f' , _ , .• '·1;, , 
.. . . . .rtot: .' at· �a1i·•;n�:r-vous.· wbef _breadcastini� '.)'., 'Pbe litt,le "�i" l�s.

� ' . . 
terrors· fG>r hi.IQ, for he feels he is :playi,ng to f�ienqs o.f long_ 

' ,;,
:..
_. , ' � ,/· ' ' • ' 

. 
. ., ' ' ,. : · '. �i, t - ' :7"' ''\_�� 

.�tandipg_ •. m .. -
I • 

,. 
• r ,• .,. -( 

� , ' t ,;. � •l,
,1; 

1 '. • , _ !I' , . J,r. r • • 

.,. ·•. :-- ,., ., · · · And �ow,'. f#l:l.o� 'otgiiiis s, ·.get ready 'to g:ra�p �.Beck by the 
. . -Ii . .  ;"1' 11,,.: � � �"'·, .• .. · .. '/). • ;,�· ., -•�" ',•,•, ',.;< ".:_,1,i "'· ./'_ .. ,_.,,.,, .. 

Il<,1-nd/ . ,�l:; says ''most \?m'.f)b��ical,iy '(and _he pounded. bis fist o·n tHe . C ,. 

a�sk,.�U1 'th:1P�n�. -� p�nc:\�'�.·�id,• a_ little .daaaee)
. 

'tNo o�g�niis�'.

·e do g_ood w:0rl( ��o i..s o etwbr�ed, _and ,every9ne should
... -, ' ., "i.; ·" ' ·'.Ii' ,::i.,, ' � • � ,' , ,. .. � ' '1 

•• 

· WQr1$. �owa�g, t}1e ,_goa; �or g.et\·i� · qua.li:t.y and t10:t qliantit3 •t of .all
I , .  ' ' ' ' ,., • 

, 

1st. rr He has, twd- :aspist'ants at the_ Tivoli.. He thinks organ..-
.,. . • ' ' # 

$liould keep �n t' •'tti J�acli ot-h • D6h �t lisien -to ·a.n,the:r'· ' 
' 

I 

�Th�re _you .have t-h-e secret of his succe5s. Otto Beek do-es ,not 1 
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tty; to bu1Lc1 

point he emRhasized wa$ tne importclnce of having 
' . . 4 . ' ,. - . 

\. 
• 

' JI: • ' 

cond
1

.-tion.·; "'1:1<> �tter. ho-w _ lainge or ·sm:a);� i;t· is. ,:tt· give�· h:tra�:�eal 
. i 

ple.;;\s:,�tv.e· 1to. 1be �ple to' publlc:at thank H�t-ry Simorl� 1 ei.pdi-i. o�gan 
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chani.c-� wb� has bee11i with the
_. 
_Cranoa� _C,ircu:lt for some �ar, ., ,..

l . " -� . Jf 'If, .. ;- • - ' 
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' -� 

t:oll·@w-ia,g~item was :t·ou,:rad it:'n f e 
� , . . . 

;, • ;,cJI ' 

was � bti�ht {ia:y; one of-, ·the brighte·st day� 
I� '• • 

_ wne�TE . e_oini 't<Q th:;i.M of .it , : may'p� it �rea'.l!J.yi wa�tt ,;is
, ., , ' � "-· . 

That extraordipary ,brigh.t1;1ess ,may •have been clue to an ittte,rvt·ew
.. ' .. , 

. , ' : 
' t, i:;" 

a swmy-temper�d, 
I. '�. tG 

�n�hin:e-rli spensirtg · airtj:st for � 'b�ur �-r 
, ' ' . ' �· ' ,, , 

:�i�·Ji�. P�· 't11y;£1 :,11�� . 

. �. . . aI P'ol�y , · �� o-bef.i;.al

:·-·look. · e-· is t'[ae • · , .o;f orga:nis�s;· a\ boy,who w,.'i1'' . 
gr,6w·•'old, · and :Wbo · a'.1�@.ys, .look$ f.or -the be�t- in er1eryone. ffe ;n,as
�. � ' ' \ � , .�� 
e hei· �ts .i like tnp�t great'. ei:� • 

I l ! , 
' ., , 

r J'° •�' ' ·( 

hro �wa,r,- l\S. it;tle' ': . ' ·. an. gre woirl'� wath
:-:� i ' ' ' ' . '!j , 't, 
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.� 
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'/, .. � . r , ..,, \
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,: , • I 
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- -�rlij-"--�. """'"'�--i-1. .. '?"- - -� -- -·-. _.., ....... � ::l �- �- .... - - • � ·---:- .... ,.,..... ..... -- -� _ _. __ 
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tour. oif t� mid;;;;yies.t. I ' '-· � 
- ... ' ' ,. ... t.' 

. r•'"' t• 
-1, r ,. 

He w:a� �o.r.11 .c�.:n·· N� Y�FJc GJ._ty ,-· ,and stuc¾i,e·d ·both Violin �d piano 

�t*tlle �New ·x:o� (S69!��ge: of 1�us:i,e ,1 at the s�e � tini� se riu�ing ''a k�owL
� ' , t ;'j. -�.,. ?-'� ,:Ji , 

. . . , . , ". , . , •· � •-', l J,. \' -
, 

ledg� !Pl ��gan-;:p_t,r#f� �s -�� �r _gJnerall,y_ t,a�gJ:J.t ,-at mw.� · e �o, :'leges ..·· 
liope�Jo.nes� one oi' ithe pion��s itti organ. builcliia�,, .jqea,r(§} him -pl;iity
. . .... . . . ' ' ·. . 

• ··A>< ; . • •. and was much i · · · · ' by. his musical ability. They .,
"l '. �� i1' ' . ,' j ' �- f· �. ,,; '. ', : 

fao,:- I "' -;y e MJ-1.�en::k; gives� �cm �I . ·81 ere

: .. ,tfor his. presertt�ila1t .. stii::e�.(iJ.f.s ·1eot•hij :helpful ��s eta<icee ·of

•: . . teaching.. _ .. . � 
" ; ,. . ; : ' "''· 
: 

.
•. , " "'Mr.Beck's fi.tst pesition,.,whic'tl brought l}ini.t �he att-en, ien �� .

"' , . �i � I 'f� ' '• , .
> 

� .  ,'51' ' 1; •, , f.W �' • , '. r �,', It��,� , '' I .-'dj. cf.'.i_ , ' )\ • · ·· 
· the genere,l pu.'tiiic with.-a. li>�ng,_ ��sat B.Ji'.��ei_th"t �ti�te;r- in-Mt;mt ...

I.'' • real, Canada. ··W:hf}e '.thetre, in:e WI''lte a marth $Ofi:g e11tj,..itie�· ''Ma'. . ' 

' 'f ' • ' t \ : ' , ,. '; ' . '" ' ' ' . ' , 

,. ... l�ie Ba
.
ck ,ts.i ·Ganc41da •. �' l.It; was ided,ic�te� to ·tiile C�aJ:i:.an solcli�r'S..,i'.�d .

.r j 'ic,t,•�: 
f ' A',• ' -I'\ \ ii 0\: , .; 

. . � 
,/· � 1 . .J. w,;whe�ev�r YO¥ .. .f9:�.�:;• �m,1 : \�,e- , �q,�"'lfB:$.�p�r, .Ei>.l ,:tl_ie r

_ 
.$��oar,-Ji,· e�u:itR7"" "

It mad'& a big ·hit i,'111. ·bne TJ11ited. S ,at'es �when it a:t:)pea1'ed' en ., 
.I • 

:,ll. .: 

Victor. racqrds about 1�15. · . ' .. · · . . . . . . 
� ' ' , " � !>I' ·.-,{ - :ftl I ' ' ·1 • Ji. r ·;c, ' .1 ' ·\ ' . ' , ' ' ;, r . r ,:;,; . .._ I· • '' 

.... For }our :y��e.,. Mt.le�k·w�:S "'�;it.ii 'the !t�h.e,y, ci� Q� /�i1a:(iel'.phta . 
�- .-r . ' , ,' \ ' . ' ,-.. 

;,.on�� "Of ·'tlbe ,1£� �j��1r. Qi!f'g�n)j,s,t.$ O'f t�at� e�ty " When ���d�11·1 �' New ,4ntoi, -� " 
' 

' I � • • I\ • 
I' • 

• 

- .. � ' t-
. • oassador 'r:Keaterr wacs ope-hed ·in Washingt,on, he was at the consol,e of: 

•i , # "f, , ¢1. �-.· � , ·\ , , r/ i, 
,
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t ;.J • �. , • , • :.:i t ,.� { ' � 
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BECK, OTTO F. 

Theatre organist in the Washington, D. c. ar� during most or 

his professional life. Was organist or the Rialto Theatre in 

New York City in 1922. In 1925 he joined the staff'of the T1vol1 

Theatre 1n Washington, D. c. Also played the A�ditor1um Theatre 

iaMash1ngton, o. c. that year. In 1927 he played the Rialto Theatre 

in Washington, D. c. 1n January, but spent most of his time a·s organist 

or the Tivoli Theatre. He Q·orit1nued.. at the Tivoli Theatre until the 

early 19}0' s. He had a mid.night radio broadcast over NBC from that 

theatre. 

BECK, B. E. 

Organist-of _Grauman•s Egyptian Thea�re 1ri Hollywood, California 

1n 1925.

.... 

,, 



BECKER, REINE E. 

Theatre organist in the Los Angeles area. Was Vice President or 

the Los Angeles society of Theatre Organists 1n �923. Was organist 

of the Ravenna Theatre 1n Los Angeles in 1925. 

BECKETT, HAROLD 

Organist of Loew• s Premier Theatre 1n New York City in 19.27. 

Organist Gf the Roxy Th�atre, New York City, in the l�O's including

the post-World War II years. 

' 
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BEEBE, CHESTER H. 

Organist of Loew• s Bijou Theatre in New York City in 1927. 

In September of 1927, he became an instructor at the Wurlitzer 

Organ School 1n New York Clty. 

BEHREND, NETTIE 

Organist O"f t,he·La:rk·'l'heatre in Brazil, Indiana in lj28. 
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Windstream Webmail jwlandon@windstream.net 

FW: Since you seem interested ....... 

From : William Webber <willwebb4@windstream.net> Tue, Jun 19, 2018 10:54 PM 
Subject : FW: Since you seem interested ...... . � 1 attachment 

To : jwlandon@windstream.net 

Dr. Landon; 

Thanks for your recent information on Esther S. Higgins, theatre 
organist extraordinaire. If you recall, I shared with you another favorite 
obscure theatre organist, Chester H. Beebe. I have dug up some 
wonderful information on him for your files and records. I share it with 
you below, along with the only picture of him I could find which is 
attached. 

From: William Webber [mailto:willwebb4@windstream.net] 
Sent: Saturday, June 16, 2018 3:32 PM 
To: 'theatre_organ_academy@yahoogroups.com' 
<theatre_organ_academy@yahoogroups.com> 
Subject: Since you seem interested ....... 

-------·-···---------

nhis fellow �as a theatre organist, teacher, and composer in New York 
City. He wrote two organ pieces that still exist. One is "Festival March" 
in 1949 which I play regularly at The Kentucky Theater, which the 
crowds love. The other one is "Triumphal March," which I am learning, 
published in 1952. Both of them are WAY out of print. If you would 
like copies of the organ sheet music, please let me know. 

Below is what I know so far. Additional notes at the bottom. From this 
link: 

http ://composers-classical-music.com/b/BeebeChesterH. htm 

",Beebe, Chester Herbert 14.dec.1874-22.feb.1952 USA NY, New York 
Brooklyn - Long Island, Islip 
theatre organist, 1896-1897 organist/choirmaster of the First Baptist 
Church ED in Brooklyn and residing at 390 Monroe Street, 1901 residing 
at 53 Berkeley Place Brooklyn, 1902-1906 piano teacher at 439 Halsey 

httn�· / /wP.hmail .wind stream. net/h/nrintmesSai!e?id= 14182&tz=America/Indiana/Indianapolis 6/20/2018 
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Street Brooklyn, 1912 director of a thea� organist training. school in 
Brooklyn, 1915 organist and choirmaster of Janes Methodist Episcopal 
Church Brooklyn, 1907-1920 teacher of music at 272 Halsey Street 
Brooklyn, 1930 as musician residing in Islip Long, Island ; son of printer 
Horace Hayden Beebe (Brooklyn 7.oct.1849-a1929 Washington DC) and 
Mary Elizabeth Kirk Malmgren (NY c1842-a1920 Brooklyn) who married 
18.may.1870 in Brooklyn; 1896 in Brooklyn he married Elizabeth A Morris
(Brooklyn 1876-10.sep.1961)"

jritle jjParts 
II 

[] Stella march. Piano. 1898 

I I dedication American Legion of 
Honor, Council, Brooklyn NY 
q Staccato etude in double notes. I IPiano 
pub G. Schirmer 1909 

:==============ii 

[] Beyond the sea, girls' war 
hymn. 1nov1918 
words Rowena Keith Keyes, 
Arlington New Jersey 
[] Come unto me. Anthem. Mixed 
voices 
Lorenz Publishing, Dayton Ohio 
1944 
[] Morning prelude. Organ 

I I in Preludes for Service 1951. 
Lorenz Publishing, Dayton Ohio 

�============ii 

[] Festival march. Organ I Iin The Organist Jan.1967. Lorenz 
Publishing, Dayton Ohio _ 
I[] 2 Etudes. Piano I 
I [] March triumphant. Organ I
[] Magnificat and nunc dimittis. 
Choir and organ 

https:/ /webmail. windstream.net/h/ printmessage?id= 14182&tz=America/Indiana/Indianapolis 6/20/2018 
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**I also found out that he was a member of the Executive Committee 
of The National Association of Organists (forerunner to the AGO), which 
I found in their publication THE CONSOLE, August, 1917, Vol. 3, No. 8. 
The link is below this line. 
https://books.google.com/books?id=fzJAAAAA Y AAJ&pg= RA2-
PA18&dg=Journal+of +National+Association+of +Organists+august+ 1917 + Vol+ 3+n 
o+8&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEWjy7amn9NjbAhVFwlkKHZu7C78Q6AEIJzAA#v=on 
epage&g=Journal%20of%20National%20Association%20of0/o20Organists% 
20august%201917%20Vol%203°/o20no%208&f=false 

Regards, 

Bill 

BeebeChesterH.jpg 
14 KB 

httos:/ /webmail. windstream.net/h/orintmessage?id= 14182&tz=America/Indiana/Indianaoolis 6/20/2018 



BEBE, .CHESTER 

September 15, 1926 (LP) CHESTER BEEBE, Wno presides at the console of the Wurlit

zer o.rgan Tuesday and Friday nights at station WOR,•Newark, will be heard tonight 

at nine. Such a resp0nsive reaction has peen attained tlw©ugh these programs that 

Mr. Beebe has had considerable difficulty in fulfi.llirig the many requests which 

have come in to the station. His program$ contain the works of the most classical 

composers as well as the .lighter songs of the day. 

June 7, 1929 (LP) A new song,"Go-,Gro:w,-Chicago," whose wer<ils have.appeared in the 

Chicago Herald & Examiner, will Be heard over the radio and in the leading motion 

picture theatres the next few days. 

Station KWW will air it at specific �:ilines with four Balabaa & Katz theatres featur

ing the song at every show dliu;ing the o;tgan:program. It will h>e played at the 

Oriental by PRES'l'ON SELLERS, at the N©i'sfu.�itie: J:i>y· RUTH GORMAN FARLEY:� at the senate 

by MYRTLE.PLATT and at the Tower by BASEL eru:siwt. 

, 

.. 

• ·-



BELLOMY• DAN 

Staff organist of the J nianual/11 rank Wurlitzer organ installed

in the Casa Manana Theatre 1n Fort Worth, Texas in 1973. 

BENDER, BURTON J. 

Born February 2; 1903 in Whitehol,lse, Ohio. He studied piano for 

seven years with Flo Rakestraw and later with Wtll Hamilton, a piano 

teacher from Maumee, Ohio. He studied organ with Leon Ido1ne. He 

practiced the organ at the Uni'ted Brethern Church on Cherry street 

1n Toledo, Ohio. From 1925 to 1928 he was organist at the Palace 

Theatre 1n Toledo, and from �928 to 1929 at the R1vol1 Theatre 1n 

Toledo •. During these years, he also played at the Loew• s .Valentine 

Theatre, the Pantneon Theatre, and the Vita Temple Theatre. The 

advent of sound films put him out of employment·f9F:,,.,a.,,�hile, but soon 

he was playing at the Press Club nightly on the Hammond organ. In 

more recent years, he has been playing at Ann•s Restaurant in 

Whitehouse, Ohio. Bender died in December 1985. 



DAN BELLOMY-------Biographical Information 

Dan Bellomy is a native of Houston, Texas where he began playing the 

organ at age eight. He began his professional career at age eleven. 

Dan has been active in radio and television work from a very young age 

having made his television debut at the tender age of eleven. In later 

years, he has made many solo appearances and has served as writer and musical 

director for several shows. 

Dan Bellomy was the first resident organist for the famed Casa Manana 

Theatre in Ft. Worth, Texas where he delighted audiences with music from the 

Mighty Wurlitzer. 

In addition to extensive concert touring within the United States, Dan 

has.concertized internationally in such exotic places as Australia, Europe, 

Hong Kong, Singapore, Malaysia, and Indonesia. 

Dan Bellomy has served as record reviewer for the international music 

magazines, KEYBOARD WORLD and the CONSOLE. 

Dan has five albwns to his credit, the latest being POWER PIPES which 

was recorded on the 4/44 Mighty Wurlitzer located in the Organ Grinder Restaurant, 

Portland, Oregon. 

Dan presently lives in Portland, Oregon where he teaches and coaches 

in addition to being a staff organist at the Organ Grinder Restaurant where he 

regularly performs at the 4/44 Mighty Wurlitzer. 

FOR CONCERT AND WORKSHOP INFORMATION: 

DAN BELLOMY 
111 S.W. HARRISON Suite 7-C 
PORTLAND, OREGON 97201 

Phone: (503) 227-1583 



1_£PSTATE THEATER o1,GAN ECHOES No. 41
I 

Aug. 1924--Harold Osborn Smith is if resenting half-hour evening or
gan program� over Rochester's VVHAM. 

Aug. 1924--Since its opening two years ago, almost four million have 
been entertained at the Eastman Theater. For the anniversary 
program, "The Covered Wagon" with Lois Wilson is the featured 
picture. Organists Harold Osborn Smith and Robert G. 
Berentsen share with conductors_ Victor Wagner, Frank Weller 
and Guy Fraser Harrison the creoit for the excellent musical pro-
grams. ,,. 

�pt. 1924--John Hammond, recently at the Eastman Theater and· School has become organist at K!ew York's Picadilly Theater. He 
was succeeded by Harold Osborn Smith who was at the Brook
lyn Strand for two years. 

May 1925--Central New York's "Mr Sing-Along," Paul H. Forster, has 
been engaged for a year as org�;nist in Syracuse's Empire The
ater, playing the new 3/1 O Marr Bi Colton, console of which is on 
an elevator. Solos and specialties are featured by Mr. Forster. 

Nov. 1925--At a cost of $50,000, the)nterior of Fay's Theater in 
Rochester has been newly deco�ated. Under the stage is the big 
new Kimball organ with a two-manual console. It supplements 
the orchestra under Arthur Monk1

1 
playing from noon until two 

p.m. and from five until eight. Forrest Gregory is the organist.
Nov. 1925--Maurice 8. Nicholson an<ll Love Davis alternate at Shea's 

Hippodrome's "Grand Wurlitzer."· in Buffalo while Paul H. Forster 
and Bartholomew Wright alternate at Syracuse's Empire Theater 
Marr & Colton. 

Dec. 1925--Three three-story buildings have been started at the 
Wurlitzer plant in N. Tonawanda.iThey will be used for expan
sion of departments which have outgrown space allotted for ex
pansion when the present buildings were completed only last 
year. The company will have 4 75\000 feet of floor space, en
abling it to turn out an organ a d�y. 

Series Notes by Lloyd E. Kfos 
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I Our Featured Artist I 
I 

Dan Bellomy returns for his fourth RTOS presentation on the RTOS 
WurliTzer His earlier RTOS concerts were in 1994, 1990 and 1984 . 

Dan is a native of Houston, Texas and started to play the organ at age 
eight. He began his professional career at the age of eleven with a television 
debut. I 

He continued his television work as soloist, writer and musical director 
for several shows. In radio, Dan Bello;n,y has been a chief announcer and 
did weekly radio programs on KMHD-fM, Portland Oregon's only full time 
jazz radio station. Back on television, �e has also served as musical director 
for "The Sunday Show" which aired weekly on NBC owned and operated 
KNBC-TV in Los Angeles, California. He has also provided entertainment 
oriented segments for several local Po�land television programs. Now living 
in the Boston metro area, Dan is in the, process of launching his own weekly 
television program presenting organ a�d music features. 

Dan Bellomy was the first residenti organist for the famed Casa Manana 
Theatre in Fort Worth, Texas, where he delighted audiences with music from 
its Mighty WurliTzer theater pipe organ. He has done extensive concert 
touring, not only in the United States 

�
nd Canada, but also in more exotic 

locations such as Australia, Europe, H ng Kong, Malaysia and Indonesia.
He has served as record reviewer nd feature writer for the international 

music magazines "Keyboard World" nd "Console." Dan has contributed 
feature material to the American Theatre Organ Society's "Theatre Organ 
Journal," Portland, Oregon's "Downtor,iner'' and "Positively Entertainment" 
publications. His features have also appeared in Vancouver, Washington's 
daily newspaper " The Columbian" an� in the "Winchester Town Crier." He 
is the current editor of the Easter1 Massachusetts Chapter of ATOS 
newsletter "Eastern Pipes." 

Dan has eight albums to his credit including "Puttin' on the Pipes" and 
"Live from New York ... lt's Dan Bellomy," recorded on the WurliTzer in the 
Brooklyn Paramount, which is now us1d as a part of Long Island University 
in Brooklyn. 

Dan Bellomy presently teaches pnd coaches in the Boston area in 
addition to his extensive radio, televisir and theater organ playing. 

RTOS is proud to spotlight this m�lti-talented theater organist .

Today's Program 
I 

The artist will announce this evening's selections from the console. 

Join us tomorrow at the Annual Meetin& 

The Annual Meeting of RTOS will be held at the Eisenhart Audi
torium tomorrow at 4:30pm immediately after the "Open Console". 
Come early and find out what the Open Console is all about, then 
stay for the Annual Meeting and find out what goes on behind the 
scenes that keep the instruments playing and the artists coming 

The Rochester Theater Organ Society preserves and 
produces musical events on two fine theater organs: The Auditorium 
Center 4-manual, 22-rank Wurlitzer and the RMSC Eisenhart 
3-manual, 12-rank Wurlitzer. The Society and its two Mighty Wurl
itzers have a world-wide reputation for excellence.

Annual membership is $35 
and includes up to 9 free Concerts a year for 

two adults and their minor children. 
' 

Up to 2 tickets purchased for this performance may 
be turned in towards a new membership. 

Visit the membership table 
in the Main Lobby for more information! 

As A COURTESY TO ALL 

Please do not take flash pictures during this concert, 
or use recording devices in the seating area .

Next Concert! 
Dennis James 

At The Auditorium Center 

Sun. Jan. 10, 2:00 PM 

-. 
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�!BENEDICT t EllWARD 

Began his musical career as a church organist but also held 

·positions as a director of musical comedy, hotel orchestra leader,

chorus man 1n grand opera, tenor soloist in a prominent New York

church, popular singer, musical direct.or and business manager of

Jesse Lasky• s "Birdland. 11 .A.ccompanied silent pictures on piano,

leader or a vaudeville orchestra, composer or several pieces of

music, and eventually a motion pietare organist. In the fall ot

1914 he was offered the position ot organist in the Pitt Theatre
✓/ 

in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania at a salary or $60.00 per week. The

follow�ng season he went to the Broadwa�-Strand 1n Detroit, Michigan

(Hope-Jones 3 manual/15 rank instrument) at t1s.oo per week. He

played at the Rialto Theatre in Tacoma, Washington 1n 1919, the

BENEDICT, EDWARD 

California Theatre in San Francisco, the Capltel Theatre in Chicago 

in 1923, and the Ch'104go Theatre 41n Chicago, Illinois in 1925. He 

opened a theatre 1n Coral Gables, Florida in 1920 and 1n October 

1926 he was broadcasting over Radio Station WGN 1n Chicago. In 

1927 he became staff orpnist et the Kimbal� Company and opened the 

2 manual/8 rank Ku:tball in the new Hilliard Square Theatre in 

Cleveland, Ohio in April. (The Hilliard Square '.,l'heatre was an 

atmospheric house.) A part of his presentation on that occasion 

was, "A Trip Thr.ough K1mballv1lle"-""'a demonstration of the organ. 

In A.pril 1928 he played the State Theatre in Youngstown, Ohio and 

May 1928 round him in the capitol Theatre 1n Jackson, Michigan. 

A.ppeared w1 th his son, Gardner Benedict as a piano-organ

2.



BENEDICT• EDWARD 

team at the Edgewater Beach Ho tel 1n Chicago, Illinois, playing 

classical and popular music. In 19JO they broadcast a 15-minute 

program direct from the Edgewater Beach Hotel several nights a 

week. 

In addition to his work as accompanist of silent pictures 

and featured organ soloist, Benedict also taught theatre pipe 

organ. During his professional life he appeared almost exclusively 

on the Wurlitzer pipe organ. 



BBNEDICT, GARDNER 

See Edward Benedict. 

;. 



BENGER, LELAND F. 

Played the Park Theatre in Rockaway, Long Island in 1922. 

BENNETT• IN A 

Played the Hollywood. Theatre 1n Petosky, Michigan in 1926. 4 



BENNETT, MA BEL 

Played the theatre organ in Boston, Massachusetts 1n 1924. 

BENNETT, PAUL 

Organist of the Delft Theatre 1n Mu1ns1ng, M1eh1gan in i926. 



�.l:!ai.Ni!.a'l'T � lfILLLlM J". 

Born in Marinette-,. Wisc onsin in 1900 ,. Bennett attended 

Beloit Colle-ge and the University of iii sco nsin. He studied 

under R. 1-l. Pellow, Frank Van Dusen and Arthur .Dunham. He 

appeared as a solo org�nist in the Chicago area for Balaban 

and Katz theatres in 1922. He accompanied Carrie J"acobs Bond 

{composer of "'I'he End of a Perfect Day .,. 11 "Just A ;.Jeerin' for 

You" and other sorv.s·)on concert tour in- l924,. He appeared at 

other theatres in the midwest before joining the Hammond Organ 

Company as a demonstrator. .Ln the early 1.940 1 s he appeared 

at the Interstate Glass House- Rest-aurant in Ch icago. 
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RF:U,AMA NN, HENR Y HA UER-Pi
· · " -· r. T'.'achei·. Author. Born in Fulton,
; ·' c., 1882. Educ:ition: '\,Vestminster 
::: ,:, : : eg-c, M issouri ; University of Den
,, :, r ; Paris ; London : New York ; pupil
oi Phil i pp (piano) ; Wi tlor (organ, com
posi t ion) . D cr;ree :  Mus. D., DePauw
U!l ivcrs i ty ( !926) . D ean of School of 
Fine A ·ts ,  Chicaora College fo,r \Vom
C!"'., Columbia, S. C. ( 1907-24) ; pianist 
:::md l ectu�er on modern French music ; 
ch;).!rman of examining board of Juil
i i :i rd M ,1sic  Foundation (1 924) : with 
Curt is  Inst itute. Philadelphia. Compo
sitions: JJ inno concerto ; violin sonata:  
;� :�.n o riu :n t <' t ;  c 10ral works. A uthor of:
A Mu:.-ic Teache•r's Note Book ( 1920) ; 
novels ; ve rnc•, 
B E L L I S O N, SIME O N-Clarinetist. 
Born in JV: oscow, Ru�sia,  1881 .  Educa
tio n :  '3 racluate, Moscow Imperial Con
servatory. A ppearances: With Sym
phony an<l opera orchestras in Moscow ; 
member of :M oscow Art Theatre Or
chestra ; tour of northern Europe with 
er.amber music ensemble (1908) ; mem
iJcr  of Petrograd Imperial Opera · Or
-:hcstra ( 19 15) ; organizer of "Zimro" 
C.1amber M usic Ensembl e ;  led it on
·.•rn: :d tour ( 1917) ; toured with it in
t! e tT n ( ted States and C anada (1918-
-n : o�:sanizer of  "S tringwood Ensem•
;:,

1. t: · First c '.arinct, Phi lharmonic-
3ymphony Orchestra of New York 
'. �- : . c e  1 ?20) : assi s ti11g artist with major 
c · 1: .m ,,,� r  m usic  groups of America and 
C :: r:,d� .  '/; ember of faculty, Manhat
·::1:1 M ,:�,c !i choo! of New York, New
', ,.,r1<: ::ichoo: of M usic, Teachers College 
, , :  C �• �Ir!� b i a  1.1nivers ity, Community 
'.: ""·' ·: - ::o!, serv:itory of New York and
_:_.'. · : : : '. ,· v:i:-- -: <2 Conservatory of New Jer
. . · •: : - ,: �- :, ,_ ; uc t, own studio (since 1 920) ; 
:• : � ,:- •: �: c:: i c· ts B el ! ison c.!arinet ensemble 
, · -, p •; ·.; : : t ;· - !· ·_,e members. Compositions:
.. ---; . . . . ' '." !'.':nt5 for clarinet solo and 

: ··. · . - , · · · .c ,  : t: us ic  combinations. Author
·: : :  ·; -: ,,_. ;: il•1ent1ires of Jivoglot, novel.
;-,',-• ,:-0�.h:1 1'.<: : Col!.fmbia and S imeon Bel. • , . · - -: : · · :0 :,0g-raph R,·cor<ls. Contributor, 
' :::- -, ; •; :i: .':r> In JVl usic ( 1940-�, 1  E�i
•. · -:- • · ' .  l'. ,:.-ir,·ss : 751 Walton Ave., New 
·!' r• t · :  C i ! ·;.
,. , •-: ,_;:: c ,.- . /4 ,'U{OLD-Violinist. Born

: . --., i o :· it C i ty, 1921,. Education :
·.: :) : �  nf. - ;! ,:,:·i!d !\IIurnt. ·winner of

::- --,,.� .:' ·,� : : ? . S t:. a l tPst Rising Musical· ·  ( () � • •-•�: ( !9Z3) . Appearances :
· ·J · , ·, : •· \ ,  :-:· :- : c 1't;s of Music Orchestra ;
· .-. · > ·· : ? . i :  () �=:>. r; :>tra: 1\ssociation ; N e\v

· , - ,  • ·, :: � · , ; · : - ;:P�!(·!1 i c. Sym!Jhony ; reci tals
�. ·� ·.-0· : :  .. ·:.:-- t :  •· , h(· c2�;r. 1Y1 a nagernent :
.-,, : ': , , •.::· : : · · ' •-;rm. Inc·.. 1 1 3  Vv . 57th St., 
.';•!Vl .)_. \ :<: C ' :-y.

Women's Chorus, Yonkers, N. Y. Ad

dress: 20 Cumming St., New York City. 
BENDITZKY, LEON-Pianist, Teach
er. Born in Russia, 189 1.  Education:
Kiev Conservatory and Petrograd Im
perial Conservatory, Russia : pupil 
of Mme, Anna Essipoff-Leschetizky 
(schol�hip) . Recipient of first prize, 
Conse�tory of Kiev. ·Appearances:
With symphony orchestra, Russia ; in
structor at Conservatory in Tifiis. 
Radio : With Henry Weber Orchestra, 
WGN (S years). Address: Station 
WGN, Chicago, Ill. 
BENDIX,- MAX-Violinist, Conductor. 
Born in Detroit, • Mich., 1866. Debut:
1874 . . · Appearances: As . Concertmaster, 
M etropolitan Opera House (intermit
tently, 1886-1910) ; Concertmaster and 
Assistant Conductor, Theodore Thomas 
Orchestra (1886-96) ; tour as solqist 
with Bendix Quartet;  conductor of or
chestra, St. Louis World's Fair ( 1904)
and San Francisco Exposition (191S) ; 
Concertmaster and Conductor, M_anhat
tan Opera House (1906) . Formerly 
conducted own studio in New York. 
At present, conductor in Chicago. Com
positions: Works for orchestra and 
songs. 
BENEDICT, EDWAR.D-Accordion
ist, Composer (Popular) . B orn in Lin
coln, Neb, Education: With private 
teachers. At present, accordionist a·nd 
vocalist at Riccardo's, Chicago. • Com
positions: Songs and Hymns. Address:
306 S. Wabash Ave., Chicago, Ill. 
BENNETT, BO YD-String Bass Play
er, Violoncellist. Born in Battleford, 
Canada, 1905. Education : D etroit In
stitute of Musical Art, Wayne Univer
sity and Columbia University ; New 
School of Social Research, New York ; 
with . private teachers. • Appearances:
Organized and played in Little Theatre 
Trio, Detroit (1928) : organized and 
played in Chromatic Art String Quar
tet, Detroit (1933-34) ; conducted jazz 
concert, Central Opera House, New 
York (1937) . Radio : D-irected ensemble 
from Detroit Symphony in series, 
WWJ, Detroit (1929) : "Magic �ey," 
NBC ; "Swing Session," C B S ;  also 
MBS. At present, with Ben Bernie 
Orchestra. Recordings: Series of jazz 
records, with Nick La Rocca (Victor) ; 
dance records (Victor, Columbia, 
Brunswick, Vocation) . Address: 76
Washington Sq., New York City. 
BENNETT, DONALD WESLEY
Conductor, Educator. Born in .Oelwein, 
Ia., 1912. Education: University of Cal
ifornia at Los Angeles, University of 
Southern California. Degree : B. Ed., 
University of California. Appearances :
As Conductor, All-City Junior High 
School and Junior College Orchestras 

; F.!JT?. . ,1'l/, ,'? Y L O UISE-Contralto. 
·. ·, ,_: r'! i :· : \: : c�er�on, J{nn. Education:
· . .  :• · -:c c•· ' -:,- 0.[ Kansas : J uill i arcl Music
· · ·.o� :  (�, :10 1:..·:i�i:�) : pup!:  of Pau!  Re i 
. ,. ,. ,: . J> ,: .,> r'f!e : A.H . •  t.h, ·,ers i ty of Kan-

·· ·: •i .  A l '!h .r1r:.tr.C(·S '  S 1) !n !s t  in Bach 
C .': :·is tm,•··· O ra:o c io  a t  :!Vl ericl ity College, 
::: , - ,: igb, °'i. ':: - , c_rd i Requiem at Ann 
_ -., . .. · ior . y : ,_, 1 · , �::i .., : G,rnl'8 Holy City wit!-1 
, ·-.: �l si: ! ?1 1�: t011 .t·: , t.;h �·s O ratorio Society ; 
· ·: F:w,.,,u, Cr. •' .'.' J :t w, th Anclonia Bricco's

, (combined), Los Angeles Music Festi-
1 val (1939) . Chairman, Music D epart
' ment, Virgil Jr. High School ; Director, 
'. Los Angeles All-City Junior High 
, School Orchestra. Teacher, University 
' of Cali fornia ; Organizing Chairman, 

, .. . . . . -\.: �:;ny : c ,�-r - i ::g = •..! I�� ,? � ! : soloist with
,; -- 1 •

1
: c: ; .rcl� .  'l"'"' \·:� 1-!� ! � .  At present.

? � ? c :��)<•r. ;\ "' usic D epartment of
:- · · . ·: �0; C 0 ! ' c�:e, } -� e l ton. Texas. Man
:,.:: ... -,. _, � t :  -:_-:.,,,irr.:l, Leyden Colledge, 
:\ .'( 0 B I • ! v, .. }\i i:-,.-: York City.
:� !;::,DER.  W !.'.LlA M ISETT-Organ
' ., '  .. ? : �, . '. ' s t. }_ . .-, � - :  ; , ,  \Vheeling, V✓• Va., 
: gc,t., R1!11ca , :, . ., _.  'Nest  Libe1·ty State
·.- . ... .... (":, '-�r : , , . ,-. • 1 • 1 1 --- · "  of G. Darlin?.ton 

National Junior High School Orchestra. 
Member : University of California at 
Los Angeles Music Alumni Association 
(Treasurer) . Address: 152 N. Vermont 
Ave., Los Angeles, Cal. 
BENNETT, HOWA RD GORDON
Musicologist, Educator. Born in New 

. York City, 1894. Education: Harvard 1 University ; Universities of Berlin and 
M unich (musicology) ; pupil of Rubin 
Goldmnrk (composition) ; Clarence ,... _ , _ __ ! ., ... ,_: __ ..._, n .. _

' "" 
ent, ProfeBBor of M usic, University · ol 
Vermont. Address: D epartment of Mu 
sic, University of Vermont, Burlidg 
ton, Vt. .• 
BENNETT, JOYCE-Mezzo-Contralt, 
(Popular). B orn in Mount Olive, Ill. 

. 1 920. Education: Gordoni and Le, 
Studios. Appearances: As singer an< 
dancer. Radio : KXOK, St. Louis (1940)
At present; member of Louis Panico'i 
Orchestra, on tour. Address: 1258 · S
Michigan Ave., Chicago, Ill. -�
BENNETT, ROBERT R USSELlr
Composer, Arranger. Born in- · Kansa• 
City, M o., 1894. Education: Pupil o 
Carl Busch ; Nadia Boulanger, Parb, 
Recipient of Guggenheim Fellowship 
Compositions: Sights and Sounds 
Abraham Lincoln Symphony; Charles 
ton Rhapsody: f>aysage: Concert, 
Grosso, for orchestra ; Maris Malibran 
opera ; March, for two pianos and or 
chestra : orchestrations of mus�c" 

omedies (since 1910). ·: .i:, 
BE!f l(lf.TT, _VllLLil!M_ .T,--:Qrg�ist 
Born m Marinette, Wis., 1900. Educa
tion: Beloit College ; University I o 
Wisconsin ; pupil of R. W. Pellow, Ma: 
Miranda, Frank Van Dusen, Arthu 
Dunham, Appearances: Soloist, Bala 
ban & Katz theatres (1922) ; concer 
with Carrie Jacobs· Bond, Janesvill, 
Wis. (1924) ; recitals throughout mid 
west ; tours as demonstrator of Ham 
mond organ. At present appearing a 
Interstate . . Glass House Restauran: 
Address: 1400 Belle Plaine Ave., Chi 
cago, Ill. 
B�NSON, HAROLD C.-Pianist (Por 
ular) . B orn in Chicago, Ill., 1908. Ed,.
cation: Buffalo College of Music. Ai
pearances: With various bands, A,.
dress: 5668 Ridge Ave., Chicago, Ill. 
BENTER, LIEUT. CHARLES-Banc 
master. B orn in New York City, 188.
Degree: Hon. Mus. D., Columbus Un 
ve_rsity, Washington, D.C. Appea1
ances: As conductor of U. S. Nav 
Band throult'hout the United States. /., 
present, Officer in Charge, U. S. Nav 
School of M usic ; Conductor U .  : 
Navy Band, U. S. Navy Symphony O, 
chestra, Compositions: Irresistib.
(1923), Our Navy (1924) , Nayy Biz. 
(1938) and other marches. Author o;
Benter's Book of National Airs (192_7 
Recordings: Victor, Brunswick. Mer.
ber: American Bandmasters Associ. 
tion, ASCAP. Address: Navy Yar 
Washington, D.C. 
B E N T O NELLI, J O SEPH-Teno 
B orn in Kansas City, Mo., 1902. Ed•
cation: University of Okl

tt
homa ; 

Paris and Milan ; pupil of\ Jean . c 
Reszke, Edmond Clement,· Vittor 
Vanzi, Enrico Rosati, and Blanc 
Blackman. Degrees: B.A., B.M., Ui. 
versity of Oklahoma. Debuts: Eur, 
pean, in Don Giovanni, Nice, Fran, 
(1924) ; American, Chicago • Ope. 
( 1934) ; Metropolitan Opera , (193t,
Appearances: In opera, concert, and r, 
cital throughout Europe and the Unit, 
States ; command performances ,, f, 
Queen Wilhelmina and Mussolir 
Radio : Metropolitan Opera Broadcast· 
"Sunday Evening Hour," "Open H�se 
"General Motors Hour," "Ed V',/y, 
H our," Bergen-McCarthy progra1 
"Opera-In-English," "Paul Whitem, 
Hour," Formerly member of Teat, 
Reale dell'Opera, Rome ; Paris Gra, 
Opera ; Vienna Staatsoper : Philad.
nhi:> Onpr:, St. Louie Ooera :,a1 
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BILL BENNETT
Bill Bennett is master of ceremonies and soloorganist at the Allen .Theatre in Racine Wis; - ' He features solos before presentation work goes'on and has. been voted a success by the patrons .of the Allen Theatre who always greet him enthusiastically. 
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BENTON. PAUL 

organist of the Cleburne Theatre in Port Worth, Texas. 



BENTZ, CECIL 

Organist on the staff or Radio City Music Hall from 1950 to 

1973. Standby organist at Radio City Music Hall 1n the 1970 1 s. 

BENWAY, ANTOINETTE 

Played the Empire Theatre 1n Glens Falls, New York 1n 1926. 



BERKY, El'TA HAHN· 

Theatre organist in the Denver, Colorado area� Mother of theatre 

organist Eunice Berky. Etta. Hahn Berky, and her sisters,. Grace, and 

Ida May ran the Western conservatory of Music in North Denver, Colorado. 

A number of Denver area theatre organists were tra1ned there in the 

silent picture days. 

BERKY, EUNICE 

Played the new Isis Theatre 1n Denver, Colorado which opened 

1n 1913. This Wurlitzer instrument was the world's largest organ and 

when installed 1n 1915. Berky also played the Rialto Theatre 1n 

Denver, Colorado. 
, 





BERRY. GRACE 

organist of the Isis Theatre in Boulder, Colorado 1n 1925. 

BERRY, LEON 

A well known recording artist, for many years organist of the 

world renowned-Hub Rink in Chicago. Berry recorded a widely 

received high fidelity long playing recording or pipe organ music 

from the 2 manual Wurlitzer theatre organ installed in the basement 

of his residence in 1956. The record was entitled, "Beast in the 

Basement." He has also recorded a number of records on the J manual 

Wurlitzer pipe organ in the Hub Rink, Chicago from 1956 onwards 
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At the Wurlitzer 
By NICK KATZ 

Leon Berry sat at the console of the 
Wurlitzer pipe organ in the basement of his 
Park ·Ridge home, a slight smile on his 
face barely revealing the pleasure he felt 
as his hands roamed the two rows of Jceys 
on the massive instrument. 

Berry seemed lost in concentration as he 
ran through a series of songs that 
demonstrated both his ability and the 
capabilities of the almost 60-year-old 

' organ :_ a Christmas carol complete with 
sleigh bells, a version of "Sweet Georgia 
Brown" and "La Paloma," including 
castanets. 
· As he played, a series of vertical baffled

panels that comprise the far ·wall of the
basement opened and closed controlling
the,.volume of the music.

AS -THEY silently swung open, the 
panels _revealed rows and rows of pipes, 
mounted on the floor, the walls arid 
anywhere else Berry could find· room for' 
the approximately 800 pipes that are 

. controlled by the keyboard. 
'. Berry_fHpJ)ed a series of levers changin 

Theatre in Crystal Lake ( "They were 
remodeling the theater and it was in the 
way") took Berry a year to install and 
includes pipes from the church in his 
native Alabama �here Berry had his first 
organ lesscins. He also soundproofed the 
basement to keep his neighbors as happy 
as he is when he plays. 

"This one (organ) I can, feel happy 
playing all the time,'' Berry said. "I can't 
explain it, except I simply like it." 

·- - - -

BERRY MAY not have· the name 
recognition of a Michael Jackson or 
Madonna or scores of other rock 
musicians. Bµt among organ musk 
aficiopados he is just as well known. 

He has recorded 15 albums since his 
first,· "Misirlou" l)it the top of the billboard 
charts in 1953. Since then his albums have 
been distributed to organ music fanciers 
throughout the world. 

Berry began playing professionally in 
1936 while working in the factory of the 
Hammond Clock Co. Berry was working 
nine hours a day, six days a week for $18, 
he said. 

When- the company, which also 
.... . ____ ,._ - •----·- _, - ' 4 
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me"sounu-·or we organ -u--onr-tin oooe to a 
flute. Othei: levers produced the sound of a 
bird singing, a trotting horse, a fire belf, 
train whistle, bass drum and cymbaJ, 
made with actual instrµments played by 
remote control. 

The orgari, · retrieved 

manutacurreo e1ectt1c organs, -mstaHea 
one in the Arcadia Rink in Chicago,. Berry 
got a job playing the instrument. At the 
rink Berry earned $80 a week for working 
lhtee hours a day. 

DESPITE OTHER ADVICE, he decided 
his future was in playing the organ. 

Leon Berry sits at the console of the;Wurlitzer pipe organ he installed in the
.bas�ment of hi�. Park R(dge home.--;._

• erry, known aroynd the warldt has beE:n
playing profess1_orrally sm·ce 1936. ·. · _ · · · -

� .. ·-�-J•�,#� .. ,"--·.�•/·�-<:. 0:.:. ... 7[·:t�··,,_,j. · !I· .:,. ·I : 
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Leon Berry stands -a-rong some of the approximately 800 pipes that give the 
pjpe organ in his_���ement its full sound and range of tones. (Staff photos by 
�eoff-Scheerer)' . 

. �.'-I came along al a,,tii,rile when the advice 
given me was that lt's·s·�pid to follow 'that· 
line of work. There w-a1 no work. <But1 I 
had an ambition to;,i;it,�y and I though-t I 
could while other �,pie didn't

_
," Berry 

sai.d. . R l ''Eventually, I leap1e:p to play it and was 
able to get a good )[ay,i'.

�

' g job playing it. I 
found that it was v

. 
eiit

_
. gratifying. T

.
hat's 

been my main mea_mi: f earning a Jiving 
all my life.'' _ · · 

After the Arcadia, erry played for 
several years at th

_
e 
__
_ 0 1'11

1
· anon

_ 
Ballroom on

Chicago's south si(le!�,n for 18 years al the 
Hub Roller Rink, also in Chicago. 

IT WAS EVEN Tltl!tOUGH his music 
that Berry found Ills wife Mildred, herself 

· a pianist and piano.,teacher. 
The couple haq in�t at a restaurant

. where Berry play,·ed-!ill electric organ and
Berry invited, Mi'ldre4 to a p:ipe or&an
concert at the Patio-Theatre.

".I was a widow. -I_Jl�d never heard him
play a pipe organ,"Mfs. Berry said: ,.,,He
invited me to go to tlie concert and, lliat

- -! . 
-

was it. Three montws later we were
married.'' - i • • " 

Berry was. still,enjoying a succes�ful
career in 1972 when ��gedy struck. It was
the couple's second �nniversary and he 
and' his" wife; werti,� Buffalo,, N.Y.; 18 
hours before a· scheduled concert when 
Berry suffered a stro�e.

BERRY. WHO_ still sometimes walks 
with a slight U:mp; Was paralyzed on-his· 
left side. He lacked the strength even to 
press the keys on -thei organ. 

• ,,_.-I was half· de'ad. ,�I was · literally half

� 

·dead," Berry said.
He underwent months of physic.al .

theq1py including electrical shocks to his
unused muscles. Also, his wife worked
with him constantly to. help him relearn
lhe use of his paralyzed body.

"Yo1;1 had to keep at him and keep at him
and keep at him,". she said. ''I-made up my
mind he was going to play ag?,in."

"SHE WOULD tell me to take a step," 
-Berry recalled. "I'd say you wiggle your
ears and l'U lake a step."

Berry, with his wife's endless pushing,
struggled lo regain not only the use of his
legs, but the ability to play the organ as he
had before the stroke. Finally, two years ,."r; 

ago, Berry returned to the Patio Theatre
for his first concert since the illness.

"I just sat there. The tears were 
streaming down my .face to think he was 
back from the dea.d and preforming," Mrs.
Berry said. "To_ me, I think it was a
moment of triumph."

Although Berry is more or less retired,
he still plays one night a week at a roller
rink in Palatine. He is also scheduled to
open a special program - the Park Ridge
Chamber of Commerce's vaudeville.show
- in the Pickwick Theatre in Park Ridge
on the theater's Wurlitzer pipe organ .

.In,August Berry will again return to the 
P�rtio Theatre for a concert as part.ofthe 

· annual convention. of the American
Theater Organist Society:

p 
c+ 

I 

Arnj. although Ber�y, who recorded his
last album on his home organ in 1972,

seems doubtful he'll make any more
records, his wife has different ideas; "Oh
yes, he is· geing to make another recor:d."

f 
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BERRY, LEON C • 

A well known recording artist, for many years organist of the Hub Rink, 

Chicago, Berry was born July 2, 1914 at Selma, Alabama. His early musical 

training was at the hands of local teachers. By the �ime he became a teenager 

the "talkies" had taken over but Berry did play some 01;gan solo spots on the 

2/6 Robert Morton organ in Selma's Wilby Theatre. His growing interest in 

pipe organs led him to become apprenticed to Kimball's southeastern represent

ative where he learned many valuable lessons about organ building. 

Berry moved to Chicago and studied for a number of years under Dr. Frank 

Van Dusen at the American Conservatory of Music. His musical education was 

interrupted by a four year stint in the U.S. Coastguard engaged in anti-sub

marine warfare. .. His professional organ playing experience began earlier 

dating ha.ck to 1936 when he was working for the Hammond Clock Company. The 

company which had just begun manufacturing Hammond Organs had installed one 

in the Arcadia Rink in Chicago. Berry was hired to play 1 t at $30 a week 

(J hours per day). He decided, as a resuilt, to make organ playing his 

profession. 

Following his stint at the Arcadia, Berry moved to the Trianon Ballroom, 

Chicago and -1ater spent 18 years as organist of the Hub Rink. In 1956 

Barry installed a 2 manual W�lltzer(from the lake.Theatre, Crystal Lake, 

Illinois) in the basement o:f bis Chicago home. There followed a series of 

recordings on the instrument the first of which was entitled, "Beast In The 

Basement." Berry also recorded a nWllber of records on the Hub Rink Wurlitzer 

making a total of 15 albums so far. 

Berry met his wife at a restaurant where he played aa electronic organ. 

On his $eeond wedding azmiversary in 1972 he had a stroke and suffered 

paralysis · on his lift side. . Through the heroic eff orta o:f lid.a wife 

• 

• 

., 
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and his own "never-say-die" spirit, he underwent an intensive period of 

physical therapy and in 1983 gave his first organ concert since his illness. 

Berry is one of the artists who was heard at the 1985 National ATOS Convention 

in Chicago. 

--1. ' ' -
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.:.:.�:__ ··BERRY MARGARITE· 
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.Organist of the Majestic Theatre 1n Portland, Oregon 1n 1923. 
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BERRY, HAMON (Heal Name Charles Raymond Berry) 

Born in Sioux Falls, South Dakota, January 9, 1906. Parents. 

Jessie A. and Charles L. Berry. Ramon Berry attended Sioux Falls, 

South Dakota High School. He began pi�no study at age 5 under 

Claude Gondierre in s16ig: .,Falls. He gav-e h1.s fl:t;".st ".recital at age

10. He began his pipe-organ study a,t age 1:3, and beeame o;rgan1st

of the First ·presb:y,terian' Cbu.reh .in Siou Fa],.ls, Sou.th Dakota, a - , • ,. , ; ' . ;n , , 

post which he .niald fre� 19l' :t6 1924. He w,is alse. organist at 

various theatres 1n S1.olil F'a!ls and 1,n the s:wnJ4�rs ef 1922 and 192J

he studied concert or9ln 1n st. Paul, Minnesota under Professor

G. H. Fairclough. Ff,e was ar�nts� · e P�1nc 

Paul, Minnesota ln 1923. He stucU. atre o:rgan ua<ier Claude 

B. Ball in Chicago 1111925. He was solo organist of the Irving

BEf3:RY, RAMON (Real 'Name· Cha:tihes M:�yirnond Be:rry:) 

Theatre 1n CMlcago from 1925 to 1926. Oii)e:f).ed Theatre 1n

Fargo, North Dakota, Mareh 15, 1926 as soloist !st., served 

2. 

as solo organist. at.the.Alam� Tkeatr� in Ch1ease from 1926 to 1928.

He_ was President .of .the Ch1c·ago Society of 'Th.ea·tre Organl.sts 1n

1929. Later he was·gi:iest organist for �he Lynch Circuit in Chicago, 

and appeared 1n concert in Sioux ·Falls, South Dake ta,, Fargo, North 

Dakota; st. Paul, �1nnesota; and·Ch1cago. He served as instructor 

at the Ball Theat·re Organ School in Chicago. 
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. ,. <:· �- .. . Raymond Berry is· the s@lo-or:ganist� at' the. 
' · :.,·• - .:� Alamo Th�atre_ and is· weii liked by the- above 

. , .. _,-. theatre's patrons: .. His- orga�- speciaities:are- or- . 
. iginaJ._ami refre���g t�- he��r. _ ff\1-i:�:,_•-\: . -

:<· · . . :: 

.. . ' 

.. 



l!Jj._ 
LEW BETTERLY (Detroit RKO Down- ;town) appears to b� settling finally with some ;ease into his surroundings here. This solo, "A jLecture on Applause," is u'!<!oubtedly his best lperformance since his first appearance here, •· over a month ago. H_eretofore there has been 1more evideni;e of his ability ii! incidental play- jing between screen units th!!,n in his actual , . solos. He has probably been making too great ia conscious effort to pl�se. The week's pro- f. gram includes a number of hand-appeal slides, ;such as, a beer stein and a symbol of prosperity. �The lyric numbers are, "Dream Sweetheart,""Paradise," with whistling lines; "By the Fireside," and "Somebody Loves You." The latter• proves a 'good choice for a strong finish.Betterly's first program on the opening day included a tongue ·twister composed of an. alliteration of m's. In his second show he substituted a sibilant tongue twister which drew decidedly better response. Alt-lilgether a splen- j

1
did r�ception from � h0use. 

I 

I - . 
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., -RICH.ARD BETTS. . /f'JJ:· 

Ori� of the.-mo�t ��Ir liked ·fe�htl!lrforganists
is. l�- his -::first" ·year -:at the. Centu�y . The�tre in
Buffal�,:N. Y;·---ire has:.had.the ... opp�rt�:riity of·
. op�riifig ·nu�\�roU:s ·:n�w-houses :under-the .. Schin:� 

·co�p·o/��?�·:/'��::i;'a·pr.irii�.f��or-ite�oi·the _.P°a,.··-
·trims-of the Ce:ri.tury:_. Go0<il luck; Riehy?·

. · 

- . 
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RiCBARD "DIC;{C:,' BETTS 
~ t 

Unabl :e , to rea~ a note . of music.: but ppSS€SSing a musical sense 

s~rpassing, it is _ declafleg, o me p . t ' 

ye 'in th i .:l. of 

org 1s·, at t, 

num r, from Le ja :i,e~'t jaz 
~ 
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Mr. , a young man ifi 
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vered by 

tor heater, 
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'. o say, 11 ask ed Mr when told that young Bett~ ,· 

h'ese 

I :.i mep 
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mr rs we ough 

such was · the case. " · 

" was told -that 

. ~~ 

A skeptie-.:11/Jr.Addison has been · in · t ·he 'theatrical. business- more 

than_ a quarter ~of _a eentury--he went : to see for himself, 

returned : cbnvfrte ·~d. ~he ."l!lext week ,, young 'Mr. ' Betts was eng~d 
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to play the 5/24 1vlarr f;c, Colton o:rgan at Loew's Rochester, arxl all 

, ,. o-f the >thibgs which were said about him have proved true, -f't as 
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BETTS, WILLARD ( 11 Dick" ) 

Organist of Loew•s Coney Isl$nd Theatre in New York City in 

1927. Organist of Loe�•s Rochester Theatre in Rochester, New York 

1n 1930. 

;;r,, 
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Jim Benzmiller has appeared in theatre organ concerts in many mid

western and eastern cities. Audiences enjoy his unique programs which 

feature popular standards, selections from musicals, light classics 

ana his specialties of di�ieland and jazz. 

Benzmiller frequently plays feature intermissions at the Grand Theatre, 

Wausau, WI, broadcast a radio program for several years and was a 

amoung the artists who appeared at the 1977 ATOS national convention. 

His album, "Bold, Brassy & Brilliant" received highest acclaim from 

reviewers and colleagues alike. 

At age thirteen Benzmiller was appointed organist of a Stevens Point 

Church, subsequently was appointed choir director and director of music. 

In 1982 he accepted a new position at St. Stephen Catholic Church in 

Stevens Point and he continues to serve on the music committee �if the 

Diocese of Lacrosse. 

Benzmiller ha,; also frequently appeared in recLta 1.s with the :Jniversity 

of Wisconsin - Stevens Point soloists, ensembles and Choirs. 

Interestingly, music is an avocation with Benzmiller, his full time 

responsibilites being that of President of a family owned manuf�cturing 

company. 



BEN ZM..L�R., J .LM 

Benzmiller began playing the organ at age 10. Four· years 

later he was aopointed organist at Sto Stanislaus Church
., Stevens 

Point., ',iisconsin. He was later aonointed choir director and 

director of music for this church. In 1964 Benzmiller was 

granted permission to tonally redesign the church's 1930 

vintage Moller pipe organ. 'rhe result was a more theatrical 

sound which Benzmiller captured on a long-playin� stereo disc ., 

"Bold
., 

Brassy, Brilliant." 

Benzmiller has played organ intermissions at the Grand 

Theatre, Wausau; :{isc 0nsin and :Jroadcast over the radio over 

a period of years o He �as one of the featured artists at the 

1977 ATOS n8tional convention. He has given theatre organ 
·-· � 

concerts in a number of e9.stern and mid�•restern citie ;-3. 

In 1982 '�enzmiller accepted the 00s it ion of organic; t R.t 

.--5t • .Stenhen I s C,Cli-;:iolic Church in 3tevens P::,int. He continues 

to serve on the Music Committee of the Diocese of La Crosse. 

13enzmiller ha s ,:19pe-:ired in recitals '.,iith University of .-·Jisconsin 

(Stevens Point) soloists, ensembles and choirs. 

Music -is an avocation with lJenzmiller. His full-t irne 

employment is th"!t of President of a family-owned manufacturing 

concern. 



BERNSTEIN, BEATRICE (Miss) 

Organist of Loew's Elsmere Theatre in New York City in 1927. 

BERNSTEIN, EDNA 

Organist of the Central Park Theatre in Chicago, Illinois 

1n 1928. 



BERNOUR, 11.KATIE11

Organist of the Colonial Theatre, the Strand Theatre, and the 

Palace Theatre in Akron, Ohlo. 
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Echoes from Wausau's first conservatory filter t:17
P,11:SL' nt•Jr the YMCA around 4 
o'clPck un a darkening winter 
Jikrnoon. You might 

0

!1ear echoes 
of young pianists and violinists 
who found music there during 
the 1920s and early 1930s. They 
Wt'rL' students at the first Wausau 
Co11servr1tory of Music 

Today's Wausau Conservatory of 
Music is the second music school 
of that name. The first, a private 
school open from 1926 to 1932, 
is a memory now. It is as much a 
story recollected about the man 
who,started the conservatory, as 
it is a story about the conser
vatory. That school was founded 
and directed by Lawrence E. Bern
hardt - musical prodigy, organist 
at St. John's Episcopal Church at 
age 12, student at the New Eng
land Conservatory of Music, ac
companist for silent movies at 
the Majestic and Grand theaters, 
friend of Josef Lhevinne, and a 
respected piano teacher in New 
York City. 

Bernhardt's window, Marion 
(Brooks) Bernhardt, recalls him as 
a "charmer." Mrs. Bernhardt, 
now 76 and living in Minocqua, 
said, "People loved to hear him 
play the piano. He made students 
like him enough that they wanted 
to please him." 

A faculty member, Pearl (Quade) 
Imingen, 81, remembers him as 
"creative." Mrs. Imingen, a 
Wausau resident, taught on one of 
two Steinway concert grand 
pir1nos in the conservatory's 
downtown studios. 

Bernhardt, at 30, opened the 
sch1)ol in a house at 606 Sixth St., 
bec.1use he wanted a "place to 
tc.ich," said Mrs. Bernhardt. He 
\\·,1-; aln'ady well known in Wau
s,1u ,is a teacher and performer. 
1-11" 11 i 11 1896 in a small logging 
tt,1,·n i11 the Upper Penninsula 
"f \lichigan, where his fother was 
.1 :nilhnight, Bernhardt became 
i11i•·11•:;1,•d in the piam> thrnugh 
h!·. ,nt>t!,l·r. Years later, hL' told his 
.-. ,1.• lw (Puld "still snwll tlH� 

Benzhardt both played the organ and conducted the orchestra for shows at the 
old Gra�d Theater. Located on the site of the present Grand, this building was 
opened m !89_9 and torn down in the 1920s. This photo was taken during the
1920s, as indicated by the billboards for silent films starring Dorothy Gish and 
Adolphe Menjou. (Photo courtesy of Marion Bernhardt) 

varnish" on the first piano in his 
childhood U.P. home. After mov
ing to Wausau, his talent was 
recognized by Dr. and Mrs. David 
T. Jones, who took the boy into
their home to live with them.
He studied piano with Professor
Hoyt in his Third Street studio.
At 12, he served as the St. John's
organist, as noted in a Chicago
Tribune photo captioned "World's
Youngest Church Organist.''
While a high school student,
Bernhardt gave piano lessons to
"pupils of all ages at 50 cents a
lesson," recalled Mrs. Bernhardt.
The Jone�'s sent him to the New
England Conservatory in Boston
for advanced studies. His work
there was interrupted by World
War I. At 19, he was serving as an
Army band leader in France.

After the war, Bernhardt returned 
to Wausau, partly because of his 
mother's illness. In the next years, 
he accompanied silent films at the 
old Grand Theater and on a white 
Steinway piano at the Majestic 
Theatre formerly in the 600 block 
of Third Street. He also taught 

piano students, played with a 
band.for Wausau Club dances, 
and was organist for the Univer
salist Church. 

First conservatory opens 
As his wife noted, the opening of 
the conservatory provided him 
with a place to teach. An ad in 
the Wausau Pilot in 1926 suggests 
that the young school was flour
ishing. Lawrence Bernhardt and 
Mrs. Imingen were two of four 
piano instructors. There were 
violin teachers, one for cello, two 
for woodwinds, one for saxo
phone, one for fretted instru
ments, one in theory, and three 
in the voice department. The ad 
announces the "Engagement of 
Mario Carboni as Director of the 
Voice Department." Citing a re
view from the Chicago Herald
Examiner, the ad describes Mr. 
Carboni as a "baritone, with the 
true Italian warmth and impetuo
sity." (Mrs. lmingen said Carboni 
stayed here less than a year. "He 
sang very well, but there weren't 
enough students for a teacher of 
his stature," she explained.) 



ugh today 

Mario Carboni was a voice instructor 
at the first conservatory. He taught
in Wausau briefly during 1926. 
(Photo courtesy of Mario11 Ber
nhardt) 

Bernhdardt shown at the Ki/gen 
organ in t/1e old Gm11d Theater. 
Larry Beltz, l011g associated with the 
Grand, sai1s this or1;a11 1111111 have 
been trade;t in for tl�c Ki(1;1;11 organ 
110w i11 t/1c Grand. (Phoft1 courtesy 
of Mario11 Bernhardt) 

Later thJt YL',lf, thl' sclwPI was 
moved t,, thl' Boehm h<'use, a 
two-stun· brick buildin� ,11 809 

Third, now the site of tlw 't \ICA 
p,1rking lot. An article rep<1rting 
the nrnve says the school h,1d 
''gro\\'n to be considerabk ,,1 a 
factor in the educational t>p�1,)rt-
u nities of the city." Becaust' the 
new downtown quarters ,,.t're 
"just ten steps from the car line," 
it would be convenient for pupils 
from the west side and northern 
and southern parts of Wausau. A 
"materially strengthened" faculty 
was mentioned. 

The new location was· furnished 
beautifully, said Mrs. Bernhardt. 
There were the two Steinwav 
grands. Reproductions of famous 
paintings were hung throughout. 

Music flourished 

Most of the 100 students were 
young people, who came to the 
conservatory for lessons after the 
school day had ended. "After 
school hours, you'd always hear 
two or three things going on at 
once," remarked Mrs. Bernhardt, 
herself a piano student of Mrs. 
Imingen. "There was a lot of 
activity," said Mrs. Imingen, who 
earned 30 cents of each $1 paid 
for half-hour lessons. 

Unlike today's conservatory, stu
dents didn't appear in recital. 
Facultv members, however, per
formed for each other at Bern
hardt's home, and Bernhardt gave 
annual recitals, often in the old 
Grand Theater. And, he arranged 
Wausau concerts by the Maier and 
Patterson piano duo, the French 
pianist Dumesnil touring America 
with a piano that had belonged to 
Chopin, violinist Max Rosen, 
pianist Moissaye Boguslaw_ski of_ the Boguslawski College ot Music
in Chicago, and, in 1931, pianist 
jl)Sef Lhevinne. 

In 1933, Bernhardt left Wausau for 
Nevv York City. The consen·atory 
\\'as closed, and there would not 
be another in Wausau until the 
present one opened in 1981. The 
tir..;t tlllL' certainly contributt>,i to 
\\',1u:,;,rn'..; cultural life, but it had 
n, ,t 111,1ck "much money." ,ll'c·,,rd-
111.1; t" \tr..;_ Bernhardt. 

Mrs. Imingen left the conservatory 
several years before its closing, 
moving to Mosinee with her hus
band, Hans Imingen. They had 
met at the school when Mr. lmin
gen, a violinist, was looking for an 
accompanist. (Their first date, she 
said, took them to a concert by 
renowned contralto Ernestine 
Schumann-Heink in the Old Main 
auditorium at the University of 
Wisconsin-Stevens Point). A 1922 
graduate of the American Con
servatory of Music in Chicago, 
Mrs. Imingen continued to teach. 
She had as many as 60 students 
in Wausau and 12 in Mosinee at 
one time. "I don't know how I 
did it," she says now. She has 
four adult piano students today. 

As for Bernhardt, he had begun 
a friendship with the Russian 
pianist Josef Lhevinne, at that 
time a musician as admired as, 
say, Itzhak Perlman is today. The 
friendship was based, in part, on a 
shared fondness for fishing, parti
cularly muskie fishing once 
Lhevinne became acquainted with 
northern Wisconsin and Mrs. 
Bernhardt's family cottage. 

In the summer of 1933, Bernhardt 
went to Seal Harbor, Maine, 
where Lhevinne was conducting 
master classes. That fall, Bern
hardt was teaching in New York 
with the assistance of Lhevinne, 
who had recommended him to 
young students. With the Berh
hardts was one of the two Stein
way grands that had been in the 
Wausau conservatory. (That piano 
was later sold, said Mrs. Bern
hardt.) The Bernhardts regularly 
visited Josef Lhevinne and his 
wife, Rosina, one of the great 
piano teachers of this century. 
During their weekend visits, Mrs. 
Lhevinne, disliking to do her own 
correspondence, would have Mrs. 
Bernhardt write letters for her. 

The following years took Bern
hardt to Milwaukee, where he 

Continued on page 17 
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INSIDE THE 

Rolltop 

Director 

(co11ti11ued from page 11) 
Echoes from the past 

Pearl Quade Imingen, shown here i11 

a photo from the 1950s, was a pia110 
instructor at the first conservatOT�f. 
She lives i11 Wausau now, remaining 
acti11e as a piano teacher. (Photo 
courtesy of Mrs. lmingen) 

Dear Friends, 

Upon becoming Director last September, I immediately perceived a need 
for a better, more comprehensive means of informing the Conservatory's 
diffuse constituency. Welcome to ENCORE!! 

!11side the Rolltop will be a regular feature of ENCORE. It is my chance to
highlight some of the many things going on at the Conservatory,
as well as present my thoughts on the good, the not-so-good, and the
path to a better community music school.

Why the name Inside the Rolltop? For those of you who have not visited 
1:1Y office on the second floor of 407 Scott Street, I spend much of my 
time seated before a large rolltop desk. Many of the ideas I am working 
on are jotted down on slips of paper and filed in one of several pigeon
holes. 

I love music. If I had the time, I would be studying with several of the 
Conservatory's faculty. All our teachers share my love affair with music. 
If you are not a member of our musical community - student, faculty, 
financial contributor, volunteer, or audience - I urge you to get to 
know us. Take a course! Attend a concert! Volunteer your skills! Make 
a tax-deductible donation! or ALL OF THE ABOVE! Partake of what 
we offer. We depend on you for our very existence. 

One of my greatest pleasures associated with being the Director is the 
fact that I am responsible for employing musicians. Musicians are 
eminently worthy of satisfying employment. With your help, my 
responsibility will be backed by resources. Thank you supporters. 

taught piano, and then back to 
New York in 1942 for a position 
with Community Concerts. "He 
was a crackerjack salesman," said 
Mrs. Bernhardt about her hus
band's years with Community 
Concerts. In 1951, Bernhardt, still 
with the concert agency, moved to 
Chicago. He died there the next 
year. "I was comforted and 
pleased, then, that so many of 
his former students, as well as 
piano tuners, expressed their ad
miration for his musicianship and 
gratitude for his influence on their 
own musical appreciation and 
abilities," said Mrs. Bernhardt. 

Some of the furnishings of the 
first conservatory, notably the re
productions of the paintings, are 
in Mrs. Bernhardt's Minocqua 
residence today. She also has 
photos of the conservatory and 
staff and a collection of the letters 
from Josef Lhevinne and many 
others to her husband. "I am 
glad to know that a music con
servatory still carries on in Wau
sau and that Larry is still remem
bl'red," she said. 

When the new conservatory was 
opened, the organizers were un
aware of the earlier Wausau Con
servatory of Music. "We didn't 
know about it," said Bellamy 
Hosler, the contemporary school's 
first director and now a piano in
structor. "The Marathon County 
Historical Society found a clipping 
of the old PILOT ad after we'd 
gotten started. They gave us the 
clipping, and we will frame it." 
"Conservatory" was include8. in 
the school's name, said Hosler, 
because it suggested "quality," 
which was probably Lawrence 
Bernhardt's thought nearly 60 
years ago. 

The first conservatory is a memory 
today. But it's influence con
tinues, through the people who 
taught there, and through the 
students of teachers like Pearl 
Imingen and Lawrence Bernhardt. 

Note: This is by no means the 
complete story. If you have more 
information about the first Wau
sau Conservatory of Music, please 
let writer Don Aucutt know, 
848-2482.
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BENZMILLER, JIM 

Benzmiller began playing the organ at age 10. Four years 

later he was appointed organist of St. Stanislaus Church, Stevens 

Point, Wisconsin. He has remained in that position for several 

years, now also serving also as a choir master. 

In 1964 Benzmiller was granted permission to totally 

redesign the 1930 Moller pipe organ. The result was a more 

theatrical sound which Benzmiller captured on the long-playing 

stereo disc, "Bold, Brassy, Brilliant." 

In addition to his church duties Benzmiller finds time for 

occasional theatre organ concerts particularly in the midwest. He is 

one of several of the younger generation of theatre· organists who have 

been influenced in style and approach by well-known theatre organist, 

Kay McAbee. 



\ 

Jim Eenz�iller is another midwest orvanist who �as }een �refentPf 
i11 concert Ly CATOE. A resident of �tave:1.s Doi:1.t, V1j ::,. , T:i_r, is :1i':1.-
ister of �usic �t St. Stanislaus Cburch in that urstatP �-jscn�sin 
to\·.'n. Its 3-wanual ?loller received a lot of at tent ion _nr0r-i. _y; m rph

o

lik�d the organ so much he cut an album on it. Mnre recentJ,0, he 
hu.s teen involved with wor;,: on the Grand Th eat re V..:il ;:;en in ·pa1.,sau, 
Wis. It WdS he who Ill brought the large-scale 3/14 Parto:1 from 
the Chic�go EEgdl Theatre. Pe solci it to CAT0Er TTarriso� Faker }P
fore �eing able to rei�stctll it. �ow, he is }usy settin� un a J/21 
in his ho .. ,e, the basis of which is the 'Toledo �tate "''reatre '·'.arr fir 

Colton. Jim plans future record releases �hen the nrran is c�mrleteci. 

fieference: 1977 ATOS Convention troc�ure 



BERGH, INGA 

Organist of the Arcadia 'rheatre 1n W1nber, Pennsylvania 

1n 1926. 

BERGMAN, MARION (Miss) 

-

organist at Loew's Victoria Theatre in New York City in 1927.



BEBENTSBN, ROBERT J. 

Born in Chicago ot Norwegian descent. He studied ■usic 1n 

M1nneapol1s and later in Europe. While overseas, he was the only 

organist to participate in Norway's Choral Celebration or its 

Constitution•s 100th Anniversary. 

Berentsen returned to the Un1t-ed States and located 1n New York 

City serving as organist 1n the New Atlantic Theatre, Brootlyn. 

the Academy ot Music, the Broadway Theatre, and the capitol Theatre. 

In 1923, he served as President or the New York Society or Theatre 

Organists. 

George Eastman appointed him to the post ot organist at the 

Eastman Theatre in Rochester, New York in 1923 succeeding Deazo 

Von D'Antaltfy, who resigned to return to New York City. Harold 

BERENTSEN • .3.0BERT Je 2. 

Osborn Smith shared the bench at the 4 manual/155 rank Austin pipe 

organ in the Eastman Theatre. Berentsen taught the motion picture 

organ course at the Eastman School of Music, using a. completely 

equipped studio and a 2 manual/? rank Wurlitzer pipe organ on the 

fifth floor. He also broadcast from the Eastman School over Radio 

Station WHAM, Rochester, New York. 

In 1929 with the beginning demise of sound pictures, Berentsen 

left t�e theatre organ profession to enter business as a broker. 

For 14 years, however� he served as organist and pianist of the 

R)chester New York Philharmonic Orchestra, and for 24 years he

was organist and choir director of the Central Presbyterian Church. 

Berentsen was elected thre€ times to the post of Dean of the 



BERENT SEN, ROBERT J. J ., 

Rochester Chapter of the American Gu1ld of Organists. In 1954, he 

became Assistant Medical Aide Coordinator for Monroe County Civil 

Defense. In April or 1955, he retired and moved to Florida where he 

died 1n 1962. 
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ROCHESTER, N. Y. 

ROBERT BERENTSEN 

A varied list of virtues can be added to Robert 
Berentsen's triumph! A very thorough musician 

. and teaeher of organ at his studio, which is a 
branch of the famous Eastman School of Music 
in Rochester; broadcasting over WHAM and the 
much desired opportunity to open the CaJ)itol 
Theatre in New York are all qualities that have 
helped Berentsen to achieve his spectacular suc
cess: He has been featured at some of the larg
est houses in New Yorlf and has been connected 
with the Eastman organization for six years. 
His delightful personality and optimism have 
helped him to gain his remarkable height in the 
world of organists. 

-----. -
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The following item was found in the May 1938 Diapason by 

Lloyd E
°

. Klos : 

ROBERT J. · BEHENTSEN 

In Robert J. Berentsen, the organ world has a member.of marked 

versatility-who hp.� won a reputation' in varied m'Ll:sical activities, 

both 1n his native America and in Norway, the land of his ancestors. 

· Mr. Berentsen is at present organist and direct.or at the Central
./ 

Pre\:;,byterian Church of Rochester, N. Y., and organist and pianist

of the Rochester Philharmonic Orchestra.

To est'ablish XU �is right to be classifie d as versatile, it 

may be mentioned that he· has achieved fame,not only at the.console, 
\ 

both in church and theater, but as a vocal teacher and .as a choral 
. ., 

conauctor of-the first rank'. ·The son of,a distinguished singer, 

he •has ··developed throughout his life the talent which was his by 

birth. 

Robe·rt Beren tsen ·was born in Chicago in 1891. His mother. was. 

a' renovmed co�oratura soprano, Anna Smith Behrens, known in' her 

day as thEl Norwegian, nighting,a.le. When Robert was only 4, he was

taken to· Minneapolis, where he had his first piano lessons from . . 
' 

. 

�viiss Zaidee Eaton. At 15, he was subsitute organist at All Saints' 

Episcopal Church and at St. Mark's Pro cathedral. A year later,. he 

was appointed organist and choirmaster of St. Ansgarius' J.,utheran· 

Church. 

Going to N'orway when --he was -17, ,he- soon became· assistant .organist 

,,-. 

• I 

., 
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".Joi� Holy. Cross Church in· Bfrgan •. L?-ter, he ·was placed in charge of 

vocal instruction at the Hambros High School and gave·an average of 

30 organ recitals a year j.n various ,Norwegian. cities. 

In 1910-, he went to Germany to study at the Royal Conservatory 
/ 

in Berlin, and was a pupil in orga:11 of - Ber,nhafd Irrgang and i!fhe,ory 

of Max Seiffert. 

In 1914, Ivlr. Berentsen was the only ,'organist to appear in r�cital 

at the Centennial Exposition in Oslo- by c·ommand pf King Kaakon. 

After .the beginning of the World War in 1914, 11Ir. Berentsen re-:

turned to the United States and fo_r fqµr years, W<;1S organist at the 

old Academy of Music ·on Fourteenth Street in New ·York. This was 

followed by his appointment to be chief organist of the Capitol The

ater.· He was elected president of the Society o·f · The.at er Organists, 

w�ich included the leading movie players of that day. 

In 1922, Lv'ir. Berentsen moved to Rochester to become organist of 

the Eastman Theater and teacher of organ and motion-pictur
1
e playing 

c.1.t the Eastman School of Music. In l929, he was. appointed organist 

of. the Lake-Avenue Baptist Church, and a tear la,ter, went to the 

Central Presbyterian. 

He has .-b-een organist· of the Rochester P,hLJ..harmonic Orchestra 

for ·more than 15 yeats .. When-the A.G.O. held its general convention 

in Rochester, he was in charge of the local arrangements and rece'
i

ved 

credit for much of the su,ccess of the meeting.· 
' 

iVIr. Berentsen is doing thorough work at his church and has de-

veloped its musical program with zeal and _ability. It is his pur-
. 

. 

pose to give everyone,with a vo ice and the desire to use it an op-

portunity to sing and to rec-eive special training •. ce·ntral Church, 

has, a j1:l.nior choir of 50 boys and girls ,from 9 to 14; a: high school 

choir of 35, .and- an adult chorus of 55, as well as a pa:i!d q_uarteti. 

f 
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Each of the choirs has some part in.every service and once a 

month, the three choirs and quartet ·unite to give a large work. The 

junior and �igh school. choirs each have one anthem a month at th'e 

church �ervices and t·he adult choir sings an a�them every Sunday. 

The work of the musical-organizations under Mr. Berentsen's leader-

ship has been acclaimed throughout ·Rocheste.r. 

3 
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BIGGS, .ARTHUR H. 

Theatre organist 1n the Seattle, Washington area. Organist of 

the Woodland Theatre in Seattle in January of 1927, organist of the 

Ridgemont Theatre in 3eattle, June of 1927. 

BILGER, BILLY 

organ1st_of the Uptown Theatre in Seattle, Washington 1n 1927. 

I 

. . 



BILLINGS, HOBERT 

Born in Macon, Missouri, -April 5, 1900. Attended the West 

Division High school in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Was recording organist 

for the Q. R. s. Music Roll Company for one year, and six years with 

the U. S. Music Roll Company. · He recorded· hand played rolls· covering 

the musical spectrum from classical to fox trots. There are many 

musicians in h1s family. His father was an inventor of improvements 

on musical instruments. Billings.also studied voice extensively. 

BIRCRA LL, HERBERT 

Organist of the Regent Theatre, Dunkirk, New York 1n 1923. 



. .. ... ,, 

BIEBEL, FATHER WILLIAM 

Father William Biebel, a native of Erie, Pennsylvania, has the enjoyment 

of several simultaneous careers, those of clergyman, educator, �d organist. 

Following studies at Gannon University; St. Bonaventure and citholie University, 

he was ordained to the Catholic priesthood in May of 1962. Since then he has 

been assigned to his high school alma mater, Cathedral Preparatory School as 

instruetor in English, theology, German and music. Since 1969 he has served 

as Assistant Headmaster in charge of academic affairs and earned his Master's 

degree in religious studies from Marquette University in 197©. 

Biebel's interest in music was inspired and promoted by his family. He 

did formal study at the Erie Conservatory of Music and graduate work at Cathellc 

University in liturgical music, chant and composition. He served as Dean of 

the Erie Chapter of the American �uild of Organists and plays occasional 

programs of sacred music and does some liturgical compostion. 

Like most theatre organists, Father Biebel was fascinated by the special 

sounds of pipes at an early age. On his return to Erie in 1962 he began first

hand experimentation with the J/13 Wurlitzer formerly in Erie's Warner Theatre 

and soon moyed to almost weekly programs on the 3/31 Wurlitzer formerly in 

the Stuart Gee residence. 

Since the mid 196o's Biebel has played many local programs and was 

chosen to open the theatre organ at Gannon University, a Tellers instrument 

saved from the now demoll•hed Shea's theatre in Erie. He has performed most 

often on the 4/28 Wurlitzer located in the Maryland home of Richard F. Kline, 

an instrument associated with recordings and concerts by Lee Erwin and more 

recently an album by Lyn Larsen. His concerts there included those for the 

Potomac Valley Chapter of ATOS, the Dickinson Theatre Organ Society, the 

Washington Chapter of the AGO, a special concert for the Association of 

Anglican Church Musicians in 1976 and a eoneert for the natioaal convention 

of the American Institute of Orga.nbuilders in 1982. 
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"Father Bill" as many call him, has been a featured artist for many 

chaptexs· of the .iA'F@.S; . Cleveland, Pit ts burgh, . Detroit (Mo.t0r City) , . @outh- . 

Fl0rida, .Eastern.Massaehusetts. He,has.been.featured ttu-ee .. times at the. 

Kimball,of:the1B:Lckins0n,Tllleatre.Org�,Society,i.n: Wilmbgtsn as.well as-the 

Detroit Tneatz-e ©rgan- Club,. tlae Roetaeste+ 'Thea tr� Orga.ri"" S�ciety, and the 

Niagra Erentier group at Nerth T0nawanda., .. Addi t.tonal; prsgrams have 

1ne1uded,.,c·oticerts · for. the· Bl1:1e�ss .r::naapter , 

restored. instrument in: Lexington, Kentueky;,_,a eoneert at the:Cleme.ns Center, 

E]Jur.a, ., :tfew-·Yerk, · and, one· on the organ of the Mae�ml> Theatre in Mt. Clemens, 

• , •• 

• 

• 

on· / Dr. John Landon.' s 



.· Biographical Sketch: Rev. Witliam E .·- Biebel 

•; 

Fr. William Biebel, a l'lat:i..ve of ·Erie ,,,,\l?etmsylvania, has 
the' enj0-wmemt :-of· sevel:'at simultaneous call:'e¢rs: 0th0,seL of 
clerg�-n, · educ�to·r. amd organis-t. . F�llqwii.ng st:udies at Garinon 
Um-ivers'ity; $t:. · -�00ave,citure: amd .:Ca_th©lic Umiv:ersf.ty, be was
o�da 1-n,ed t@ ·tJ:!ie- Ga:ttb0li� �Priestbood· i,n'" May·· of;< l.9e2. : -Sineei,, • -
thefl be. ri_as - ifeen assigned to his _high $C'l.1001, altfill .. mater, .· eathe&,ral Prepara_to_ry ·Sphool · as instructor in Engl:i..sh, tbe0ilogy, 
G��am aa<il music. _ Since .1969 he bas· serve·d· as Assistarit ,-J:Le·aQinaster 
in charge of academic affairs. and �an:ied · his Maste_t.' s degree 
in re�ig;f:.ous stu.die.:s · f·r.om· Marquette Univers.it¥ · in -1970.. - . 

. 
His i,mtere.st .. in music was inspi-;ed and 'promoted by. his

family. a·nd he did formal study at the. former Erie· Conservatory 
. of Music ang • graduate work at Catholic University :Ln liturgical 

music, -chant and composition .. He served as dean of the Erie 
Chapter of the America.n Quild.·ofOrganist.s . a:·nd pl�ys occasional 
programs of sacreci music and does _som� litu�gical composition. 

Like. most theat�e orga,1.i.i:�·ts, i:r-. BteheJ !;�s,,-fac iriat�'d-by' 
the special sounds ·of pipes at an early age� ·om . his return 
to.Erie �n 1962, he .began first-hand experimemtation-with the 
3/13 Wurlitzer- fonneitly in Erie's Warmer The.arm'lzie, a�cLs®on 
moved \JP to almost w�ekly · programs ori the 3/31 Wurlitzer ,organ 
fonnerl:y in the Stua.rt Gee residen_ce. 

_. Since the mid-60:' s, · he has played_ many {o_ca� p�9,gra!Ils· _ .. . . _ 
---· c'i11a··w?,s-c·h""osen--to· open-the thelfi1rre "orgai at�G.fm'forir JJ�ersity";·---:· ,_ -

a Tellers built instrurnej:-1,t save,0 fa:;6m the now @tern@il:ished _Shea's 
Theatre in. Erie. He has perfonned Tnost often on tne 4/28. . 
Wurlitzer located in the Maryland borne of Richard F. Kline, 
an instrument associated with recordings and concerts. by· 
Lee Erwin and more recently an album by Lyn Liarsen. His . 
conc-erts there included those f0r the Potomac :Wall�y chapter 
of ATOS, the 'Dickinson Theatre Organ Society, the Washington 
chapter of the AGO� a special concert for·th� AS�oci4tion_ of 
Anglican Church Musicians in 1976 and a concert rci_r the nationa_l 
convention of the American Institute of Organ builders __ in- 1982 .

. "Father Bill" as many call him, bas be.en featured artist 
for many .c_hapters of the Arneri_can Theatre ·organ Society: Cleveland, 
Pittsburgh, Detroit (Motor City) ,. South Florida,. -Eastern Massachusetts. 
He has been featured three time.s at the _Kimb.$11' o.f the Dickinson 
Theatre Organ Society in WilmingtQn ,- as well as the Detroit 
Theatre Organ Club; the Rochester Theatre Orgam Society, and 
the Niagara Frontier group ·at North T�n_ow�npa. �ost rec;-en� . .

· programs have -been concerts . for the Bluegrass chapter dedicating 
Dr. John. Landon's restored instrument in Lexingt0n, a concert ·,

-- at the Clemens Center, Elmira, N �y. �nd one on the· organ of 
the McComb Theatre in Mt. Clemens, Michigan. 



·Fathe:rr" Riebel genuinely enjoys sitting deWJ;l· to a· real
thea_tre pipe organ in ·-the J:l>Tesence of a li:v.e audience.· ·_That_ 
situation. se�ms to evoke a. suece.ss�ul· bl'.end of careful 6-rgan 

· .. registration, 'pleasant humor and. solid, t"nadit::J:"on.al the.atre
orlan sounds. He enjoy·s p,Laying many stan_darCll tunes <?f the. 20 s, · 30 's an.d 40 '.s., · an.d usua],ly s:eems 60 loeate some musical 

. selection that many have. fprgotten and bring it·_. back wi_th a 
sur.prisin_g glis1to •. Silemt film accompaniment and .old-fashioned 
$ing-a-longs are• freHuent features 9£ his _i:,rogr�ms. A great 
part of his enjoymeJ!}t i.n playing -Cencer-t'.s corn�s from· the 
warmtb of _his audiences and the· frequent correspondence and. 
lastimg friendshj.p he enjoys· with many· of the popul§i� artists
in the theatre organ field. · · 

Coming concerts: 

_July, · 19-83 The Detroit Theatre Organ .Club 

Octobe-r, 1983 · The Wes,tern Resenr,e The·atre Organ Society,. 
G1:ay' s A�ory, _Cleveland, .Ohio •. 

.,,,. 
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father William Biebel 
at 

THE GANNON THEATRE PIPE ORGAN 

T 
he organ was saved from the
wreckers iron ball by Qrgan burrs 

b uck in 1968. It was housed in the 
Shea's Theatre which was marked for 
tlcmolilion, localed where the Quality 
Court Hotel now stands. 

The organ was installed by the 
·- Tcl!cr:.-Pipe Org::n Co.-b::c�-in !92!,

nnd was thc. fi1-sl lhealre eonlracl by
the company with about twenty or 
more lo follow in other theatres. 
Tellers was mainly a church ·organ 
b uilder then, until the idea or organs 
to accompany silent movies caught on 
and many other companies around 
the country got on the band wagon to 
also build theatre type pipe organs. All 
lhc demands for this type of organ 
wtts stopped by the introduction of 
sound movies. Orgnnlsts,were laid off 
and had to· find other types of work 
unless they were also involved in 
church music work. 

About th·e Artist
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h
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Bieb �I i

b
s .prese�;lr Pas tor of St. Joseph's Chur�h here in Er· e as a · a num er of assignments in th E · o-

ie. 
which w�s the Assis tant Headmaster of CatheJra{�

e i�cese, the lo�gest of
. years. • .. . . rep ,or around eighteen

Father has a _excell�n� musical b ac k ground in b oth �ducation and • ·

����hittct�•/:e�����:tv��
s

h�����C:t�� th;��ng for
d

the Ca
k
tholic_ t��!�t��� 

in Classi�al.M�sic and Pipe Organ.
• · • so un er too musical studies

Th�
a�he� s pu_bhc performances on the pipe organ include both Classical and·a re ype instruments around mostly Eastern and Midwestern parts of the · c ountry. 
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onsib le f!)r �eepi!1g this pipe organ alive at Gannon for the entire ..1.me 1 �s een set up m this Gannon C ommons Room F�t�er 1� �onst�tly_s9_ugb�ou� by numheious org;.ini.wJ.ions �=t>ki!!" his tim::tf phr. orm, and m SJ?Ite. of his tight schedule, he manages to pleaseo as manyo t ese groups as his time and ob ligations permit.

is try of Father William Biebel, Pastor 
o( SI. JQscph's Chµrch, over the years. 

The organ will soon become a 
fourteen rank 'instrument. II is 
pai=sently, ten. As soon as the, larger 
console ot three manuals is complete, 
1i=placing the two manuals currently 

-in.use,.w.e..1Mi.HJ.1noluip the t .uncd and.
unluned percussi ons which are nl•
ready in place. A new switch st�ck and
relay, multiplex and memqry, system
is also included in the renovation;
enabling us to hook up n.11 of the ad•
ditional ranks and pen:ussions. These
pieces ofequipmenl are time consum•
ing to wire up and install, and-cost a
bundle lo purchase. But it is necessary
for operating all of the organ.

W hen finished, the organ can be
classified as a 3/ 14 Robert Morton 

Tellers Theatre Pipe Organ.
Please keep supporling us b y join

ing our organi7.alion, or by allending
all ·or the "Pipe Dreams" concerts. Thasorgan has been up hen: in the 

Commom, room for ahoui eighteen 
. ycms, and was kepi alive by the nrt• · . 

• 

Gannon's Theatre Pipe Organ 
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RTOS AUDITORIUM THEATRE PBRFQRMANCB--DECBMBER _ll L......1987 

RTOS takes pleasure in welcoming Father Bill Biebel 
to his encore performance at our Mighty WurliTzer con
sole this evening, Father Bill's previous RTOS appear
ance was in November, 1978. 

A native of Erie, Father William Biebel has enjoyed 
his simultaneous careers as clergyman, educator and 
theater organist, He·was ordained a Catholic Priest in 
1962. Fr, Bill is the Pastor of St. Joseph's Catholic 
Church in Erie, PA, and he has been the Assistant 
Headmaster at Cathedral Preparatory School in Erie for 
many years. 

Father Bill Biebef's early interest in music was in
spired and promoted by his family. His formal music 
studies were at the Erie Conservatory of Music, with en
suing graduate work in liturgical, chant and composi
tion at Catholic University. 

Like most th�ater organists, Fr, Biebel was fascinat
ed . by the special sounds of organ pipes at an early 
age. After his return to Erie in 1962, he started 
experimenting musically with the 3/13 that was formerly 
in Erie's Warner Theatre. He moved from there to 
almost weekly programs on a 3/31 resident organ. 

Father Bill Biebel always enjoys performing at a the
ater pipe organ before a live audience. The combina
tion of Father Bill, a theater organ and a live aud
ience evokes a successful blend of pleasant humor and 
solid traditional theater organ sounds. He especially 
li�es to play �he wide varlet) of standard tunes of the 
ZO's, 30's and 40's, Father Bill often finds a musical 
selection that many have forgotten and then brings it 
back to life with a surprising gusto that makes it new! 

Father Bill'� love of theater pipe organs has led to 
performances before audiences in many locations across 
the country. Besides his earlier RTOS appearance, he 
has presented concerts in Wilmington, DE; Washington, 
DC; Cleveland, OH; Pittsburgh, · PA; Elmira, NY; North 
Tonawanda, NY; Lexington, KY; Detroit, MI; Mt, Clemens, 
MI as well as at theater organ installations in Eastern 
Massachusetts and Southe�n Florida. He has performed 
on several theat�r organ� in Er�e. 

In Father Bill's 6pin�on, the theater pipe organ is 
the most versatile "Pops" instrument available today 
and can perform music of unbelievable variety. Father 
Bill Biebel will illustrate this opinion during this 
evening's performance, Ladies and gentlemen---Please 
give a hearty greeting to Father Bill Biebel----as he 
presents us with an evening of fine theater organ 
entertainment. 

u,,.,,.,.,_/�r .. 

FR.BILL BIEBEL 

The Program: Father Biebel will announce his program. 

AS A COURTESY TO ALL-Please do not take flash pictures 
during this concert. 

TAPE RECORDING, by RTOS members, is permitted during 
tonight's concert only in the Top Balcony foyer area, 
using the facilities provided for that purpose. Taping 
of RTOS events is NEVER permitted in the theater's seat
ing area! 

The Rochester Theater Organ Society: 

The Society is dedicated to the preservation and the 
presentation of the music of theater pipe organs. RTOS 
produces musical events on two organs: this Auditorium 
Theatre and the Eisenhart Auditorium WurliTzers. 

RTOS membership is open to all. Information is avail
able rn the Main Lobby, or by writing to: RTOS, PO Box 
17114, Rochester, NY 14617, or by phoning: 544-6595, 

You will find that an RTOS Membership Card i� your 
passport to many hours of pleasurable entertainment. 

COMING ATTRACTION: ALLBN MILLS, the talented resident 
organist at Schenectady's Proctor Theatre, will perform 
his fourth RTOS concert at 8:15 PM on Saturday, January 
23rd at this Auditorium Theatre WurliTzer, Adnrission 
for RTOS members is free, and non-member tickets at 
$5,25 each will be available at the Box Office on the 
night of the concert. 



BIEBEL. WILLIAM E. 

Born in Erie, Pennsylvania on November 2J, 1936. Ordained 

to the Catholic Priesthood 1n 1962. .A.ssistant head master at 

Cathedral Prepa.ratory School in Erie, Pennsylvania.

Received his early music training in piano, organ, and theory 

at the Erle Conservatory of Music, and continued study for his 

Master's degree at Catholic University, Washington, o. c. with 

studies in liturgical music, organ, and composition under Russell 

Woolen and Conrad Bernier. 

Since 196J Beibel has avidly studied th8$tre organ styling 

and has played weekly at the Stuart Gee res1tence (J manual/JJ 

rank liurll tzer). He has performed tor A.merlean Theatre Organ 

Society chapter events, for the Potomac Valley Ch$pter, the 

BIEBEL, WILLIAM E. 

western Reserve C�pter and the,D1ck1nson Theatre •Organ Society, as 

well as PATOS. Several of these concerts have been played on the 

Richard Kline residence Wurlitzer (4 .manual/28 ·rank) with programs 

scheduled there in 1976 along with programs in Wilmington, Delaware, 

Los Angeles, and other cities. 

Biebel 1s the former Dean of the Erie Chapter of the American 

Guild of Organists. He enjoys doing seri'ous organ study and 

performance and has played several dedicatory recitals in the past 

two years. 
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BIECK, ELMER . 

Theatre organist in the California area. Record�d a number of 

78 r.p.m. recordings on the Ho�lywood Rythms label, approximately

1950. It is not known what organ was used for these rec.ord1ngs. 

BIENNE, MARCEL 

Theatre organist 1n the Seattle, Washington area 1n the.1920 1 s.

Organist of the R1dgemont Theatre in Seattle, Washington in .April

1926. In November 1926, organist of the Em:l:assy Theatre there, 

a post which he was to hold for sever�l years. 



BICKFORD, GEORGE 

Born 1n Washington, Iowa. Began Piano lessons at age 8 from 

a local teacher. -Took some organ instruction in later years from 

Helen Crawford. He organized a five piece band and toured the 

country for three years.after graduating from high school. He started 

playing the organ for silent pictures at the Fox Theatre in Washington, 

Iowa. During the next several years he played at the Rialto Theatre 

in Boone, Iowa, the Strand Theatre 1n Cedar Rapids, Iowa; and the 

Englert Theatre in Iowa Cl,ty, Iowa. In 1928 he moved to Davenport, 

Iowa and was enga_ged to play organ at the Garden and Capitol Theatres 

there, as well as the Fort Theatre 1n Rock Island, Illinois. His 

last .theatre organ assignments were at the Des �oi�es and Paramount 

Theatres 1n Des Moines, Iowa. In later years, he managed the 

BICKFORD, GEORGE
2. 

and dinner club in oavenport, Iowa.

oavenport club, a privat� �uncheon
-

hi h he plays occasionally.
The club has a Hammond organ W; e 
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BIRDSONG, MABEL GRAY 

Organist of the Washington Theatre in Dallas, Texas in 1914, (two manual, 

eleven rank Hillgreen-La.ne organ), and at the same time organist of Christ 

Epise8pal Church, Dallas. 

Birdsong studied with George Perfect, dean Gf Dallas theatre organists. 

She ha.cl planned to become a concert pianist and studied under Isabel Hutchinson 

at Bush Temple Conservatary, Dallas. Her plans changed when she married La.wrenee 

iirdsong, Sr., and moved to Longview, Texas where she became organist of the 

Fir�t Baptist Chureh in 1919. For a short time she played at the Rembert Theatre, 

Longview, but finally settled for the ebureh job exclusively. In 1945 she 

studied with Roy Perry of Kilgore, Texas. She was honored in 1970 for her 

SO years as organist of Lo,igview's First Baptist Chureh. 
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BLADES I EARL 

A native of Benton, Wisconsin, Blades studied organ under Frank Van Dusen 

in Chicago. He held church organist positions in the Chicago area turning 

most of his energies to playing the organ in Chicago theatres. For several 

years he was organist of the Gwnbiner DeLuxe Theatre, Chicago. A graduate 

of the American Conservatory of Music(Chicago). 

I. 



Contributing Editor 

Ltory Theater School 
ne of Its Succ;�ful Products 

tingling imaginations·: they wanted to get 
into this new game and see what conld be 
in it. These venturesqme so�s have created, 
in hardly a decade, a new a.rt in music, an 
art of sufficient ma,,onitude to require a 
definite curricnlum and teaching force in

EARL BLADES 

Pupil of Mr. Van· Dusen, native of Benton, Wis

consin, experienced chuTch o.nd theater organist, 

played in Chicago r.hurches four years and Chicago 

theaters eirht' years, now playing in the Gumbiner 

De Luxe Theater "'here he h,u; been for the put 

four years; Mus. Bae . .American Conservatory 

the most advanced conservatories: 
Who wBS the first to begin a definite 

curriculum, to establish a · definite school, to 
formulate a definite practise of teaching 
organists to play in the th"eated If you 
have nothing especially pressing to do for 

Who 
grnd, 
Hal), 
grad, 
the ( 
Gold 
'teach 
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BLAIR, ADELE (Mrs.) 

Wife of Harry Blair, well known song plugger for Shap1ro

Berste1n, who ran a music service for theatre organists. Adele 

Blair played the Loew's Gates Theatre 1n New York City ln 192?, 

at the time that Harry Blair met and married her. 
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� BLAKE GEORGE 
' 

' 

Theatre organ�st who was heard over Radio Station WJZ New
York in 1930. 

'-Broadcast 'as a substitute for Lew White from the RKO Center 

Theatre, Rookefeller Center, New York City. Blake was announced 

as Lew White's protege. He later became an o:rpn1st 1n a church 

1n South Orange, New Jersey • 
. , : '. . . ·'

' 
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BLAKE 
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Windstream Webmail jwlandon@windstream.net 

Dr. Landon ..... 

From : William Webber <willwebb4@windstream.net> Tue, Jul 24, 2018 12:29 PM 

Subject: Dr. Landon ..... 

To : jwlandon@windstream.net 

Dr. Landon; 

My, how fate almost brought us together so many times ...... me and 
theatre organ, that is. 

As with David Hegarty and Esther Higgins, I have discovered that 
another one of my favorite composers of church organ music, George 
Blake, was a celebrated theatre pipe organist. I pass these folks on to 
you for your records, for it is only in preserving their work that the 
musical influence of theatre organists will be acknowledged. 

�B�gl
At. age�urt:een, George Blake (1912-1986) began to play the theater 
organ professionally at the Franklin Theatre in Nutley, New Jersey. His 
father having died when he was very young, Blake quickly became the 
primary supporter of his family through his performing, and he lived 
with his mother in New Jersey for many years until her death. His 
younger brother was the cartoonist Bud Blake ( of the popular comic 
strip ''Tiger.") A student and protege of Lew White (organist of the 
original Roxy Theatre), George Blake served as principal organist for a 
number of theaters in New Jersey and New York City, including the New 
Roxy (later the Center Theatre) in Rockefeller Center. He was also a 
regular performer on several radio programs of the day, including the 
"Lucky Strike Hour." As the age of the cinema organist ended, Blake 
focused primarily on sacred music. During his cinema years, he was 
organist at several churches in New Jersey including St. Andrew's 
Episcopal (South Orange) and Grace Episcopal (Nutley) and was the 
school organist for Columbia High School (Maplewood). Blake composed 
and published extensively in both sacred and secular genres. He 
co-wrote a number of popular songs with Richard Leibert, organist of 

https://webmail. windstream.net/h/prin1message?id=C:-l 72 l 7 &tz=America/Indiana/Indiana... 7/24/2018 
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. Radio City Music Hall, several of which were performed and recorded by 
leading artists of the day, including Mario Lanza. For Lorenz Publishing 
Co., .Blake wrote many original works and arrangements in the organ 
and choral genres . 

. William Webber, CAGO

Organist, First United Methodist Church, Andover campus 
Associate Organist, The Kentucky Theater 
Lexington, Kentucky 
(859)381-8476

httos://webmail. windstream.net/h/orintmessru?e?id=C:-17217 &tz=America/lncliana/Incliana... 7/24/2018 



Windstream Webmail 

indstre�m Webmail 

Ge9a:ge Blake ... theatre organist .... 

From: William Webber <william.webberiv@windstream.net> 

Subject: George Blake ... theatre organist .... 

To : John Landon <jwlandon@windstream.net> 

Dr. Landon, 

Here is the information on George Blake I promised you. 

George Blake 

jwlandon@windstream.net 

Sun, Jul 28, 2019 06:35 PM 

�1 attachment 

At age fourteen, George Blake (1912-1986) began to play the theater organ 
professionally at the Franklin Theatre in Nutley, New Jersey. His father having died when 
he was very young, Blake quickly became the primary supporter of his family through his 
performing, and he lived with his mother in New Jersey for many years until her death. 
His younger brother was the cartoonist Bud Blake ( of the popular comic strip "Tiger.") A 
student and protege of Lew White (organist of the original Roxy Theatre), George Blake 
served as principal organist for a number of theaters in New Jersey and New York City, 
including the New Roxy (later the Center Theatre) in Rockefeller Center. He was also a 
regular performer on several radio programs of the day, including the "Lucky Strike Hour." 
As the age of the cinema organist ended, Blake focused primarily on sacred music. 
During his cinem� years, he was organist at several churches in New Jersey including St. 
Andrew's Episcopal (South Orange) and Grace Episcopal (Nutley) and was the school 
organist for Columbia High School (Maplewood). Blake composed and published 

extensively in both sacred and secular genres. He co-wrote a number of popular songs 

with Richard Leibert, organist of Radio City Music Hall, several of which were performed 
and recorded by leading artists of the day, including Mario Lanza. For Lorenz Publishing 
Co., Blake wrote many original works and arrangements in the organ and choral genres. 

L..U--.IL •• -L--:t •. .:-.J_..__ __ --.LIL/-_:_.a,._ ______ .-,:_._,..._ �A�Art.O&.....-A--..:--11-..J!---11-.J: _____ t:_ 



BLAKELY, ARTHUR 

Broadcast over Radio Station KHJ, Los Angeles in the mid 1920's 
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BLANCHARD, WILLIAM G. (Dr. ) '\ 

Theatre organist in the Indianapolis, Indiana area in the 

silent picture days. Among the posts he held was that of organist 

of the Indiana Theatre, Indianapolis. 

Blanchard was born September 5, 1905 in Greencastle, Indiana. 

He studied music _at DePauw University·, the University of Michigan, 

Union Theological Seminary, New York C_ity; and Columbia University. 

He. did considerable radio and, 1 theat_re work before becoming super-

indendent of music at a high ·s.�hool in Sidney, Ohio. Six years 

thereafter he moved to Claremont, California where he became 
. . . . 

M . • 

Professor �,f Organ at· Pomona College and organist of the Garrison

Theatre. He served as organist of The Claremont Colleges, Claremont 

Graduate School and in 1938 he began a long tenure as· organist of 

the Claremont United Church of Christ. 

2 

BLANCHARD, WILLIAM G. (dr,) 

Blanchard retired in 1971 and later suffered a stroke from 

which he never fully reco�ered. He died December 19, 1.978. 
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BLOOD, J. J. 

Organist of the Queen Theatre, Muscatine, Iowa in 1913. 
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BLUE, ALICE 

Orgar.1st of the Palace Theatre in Hilo, Hawaii (J manual/7 rank 

Robert Morton pipe organ). Became organist of the Princess Theatre, 

Honolulu, Hawa11 (4 manual/16 rank Robert Morton), following the 

tenure of Edwin Sawtelle, famous Hawaiian theatre organist or the 1920 1 s. 

She continued 1n this position until the early 19J0•s. 

BLUM, FLORENCE {MISS) 

Organist at the Strand Theatre in Schenectady, New York in 1923 ,_and of the 
ProspectTheatre, Flushing, Long Island, New York; in 1921. 

Organist on the Reid Circuit of Theatres in New Jersey in 1928. 



BLUNK, BILL (John William Blunk) 

Professional organist in the northwestern United States.· Played occasionally 

at the Paramount Theatre in Anderson, Indiana. Was 9rganist of the.Alexandria 

Roller Rink in Alexandria, Indiana. Leader of a dance combo which held a five 

year engagement at a popular Oregon coast dinner club, Staff Organist at Portland 

International .Airport's famous Port West Dining Roo�. Teaches piano and organ 

at the Day Mus.ic Center in Portland, Oregon and owns the giant . 5 rnanual/24 rank 

Marr and Colton theatre pipe organ that was originally installed in Loew's 

Rochester Theatre in Ro�hester, New York in 1927. 

BODE, FRANCES 

organist ot_ the Clemmer Theatre.in Spokane, Washington in 1926. 

.. 

. . .. 



BOCK, SYBIL 

Radio.organist who played the pipe organ theme for the "Lum and Abner" 

radio broadcast. 



BODYCOMBE, ANEURIN ( "RED") 

Perhaps the best known of the organists of Pittsburgh 

radio station KDKA. Born in the little village of Pontandawe, 

Wales in 1899, Bodycombe's childhood was filled with the rich 

Welsh heritage of music and resulted in his decision to begin to 

study piano. After serving in the British Navy in World War I 

he emigrated to Wilkinsburg, Pennsylvania where his grandfather 

lived. Upon his arrival in 1922 he found a job as an organist 

accompanying silent movies but he didn't enjoy the work because 

the management wanted him to play popular music of the day. As a

recent immigrant he didn't know many tunes popular in the United 

States. 

Bodycombe turned toward the field of church music. In 1923 

he became organist of the First Presbyterian Church in Wilkinsburg 

and before long he accompanied some singers from the church on KDKA.

It was his first taste of radio and he liked it. In 1929 he joined 

the KDKA music staff. He played the organ and piano and accompanied 

singers and groups. The next year he married a Wilkinsburg girlj."•<, 

Esther Bothwell. In 1935 he became Musical Director for the station 

and for nearly thirty yea·rs he ·served the station in various capacities. 

In 1961 Bodycombe celebrated his twenty-fifth anniversary as organist 

and choir master of the First Presbyterian Church in Pittsburgh. During 

his years there his eacred compositions sold thousands upon thousands 

of copies. He retired from KDKA in 1964 spending the last few years 

with the sales department after the dropping of live shows in the 

· mid-1950 's.

One of the greatest honors Bodycombe ever received was an 

honorary Doctor of Music degree awarded him in 1954 by· :-W:ayn�sb�g 

• 



2 (Bodycombe, Aneurin) 

College. For several years he played a series of weekly broadcasts 

for the Dairyman's Cooperative Sales Association entitled, "DCSA 

Organ Melodies" and featuring B�ll Nesbitt as announcer. These 

broadcasts demonstrated his sterling musicianship and also were 

typical of the format of organ broadcasts across the country. 



BOEHMER, LOUIS M. 

Hesldent organist of the Hilliard Square Theatre in Cleveland, 

Ohio 1n the mid-1920 1 s (2 manual/8 rank Kimball organ). 

BOHR, RAY 

See pp. to r 
�l 

tr ::0
?> 
� 

�
�
0 
z 
t1 

;zj 

td 
0 

ii
/:I: 
:u 

;,••· 

t 

-· -



BOHR,RAV -- Ray Bohr assumed the position of chief organist at 

Radio City Music Hall following the retirement of Dick Leibert. 

He served more years on the staff than anyone other than Leibert. 

born in Nyack, New York, Nc,vember 2, 191.9. He

began studying piano at age six, and although he never took a 

degree in music, he was fortunate in having some excellent 

private teachers. Before World War II he studied with Robert 

John"s Church in Greenwich Village, 

After the war he studied with Harold Friedell at Calvary 

Episcopal Church, New York City.

At age fourteen Bohr took a job with M. A. Clc\rk and Sons, 

who built and maintained pipe organs. He convinced the manager 

of the Rockland Theatre near his home that the two manual, 

rank Wurlitzer in the theatre needed restoration. Bohi- did most 

of the �"Jc,r-k himself,° i:1nd once his c\bility as -:::1 mus;.ician became 

evident, the theatre manager hired him as regular organist. 

Bohr also held church organ posts in Haverstraw and Pearl 

River, New York, befbre going into the army in World War II. The

only time he touched an organ during the war years was when he 

played a memorial service at Iwo Jima for the lci.t,:::: Pn:?sident 

Franklin D. Roosevelt. 

After World War II Ray Bohr took a position as organ 

demonstrator for Wurlitzer and continued his �lassical organ 

s t:Lld j_ f:"::S" He became associate organist at Radio City Music Hall 

in 1947 while continuing to demonstrate for Wurlitzer. He began 

playing the pipe organ in the Rainbow Room at the top of the RCA 

Building 1n Rockefeller Center. During these years he also 

he was to hold for a year. He continued as associate organist at 

the Music Hall until he was advanced to chief organist in 1973, a 

,position he held until the Music Hall closed and reorganized in 

197,. 
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Raymond F. Bohr Jr., the last chief organist of Radio City 

Music Hall, ·New York, died May 15, 1987 after a long illness. 

Bohr was born in Nyack, New York, November 2, 1919. He 

started studying piano at age six and although he never took a 

degree in music he was fortunate in having some excellent private 

instruction. Before World War II he studied with Robert Morse at 

St. John's Church in Greenwich Village, New York City. After the 

War he studied with Harold Friedel while Fried�l was organist of 

Calvary Episcopal Church, New York City. Bohr continued private 

lessons even after Dr. Friedel moved to st. Bartholemew•s Church, 

and remained under his tutelage until Friedel died suddenly. 

Friedel was President of the Examining Board of the American 

Guild of Organists. 

Fascinated with pipe organs since he as a boy, Bohr added a 

home-made pedal board to the piano in his parent's living room. 

At age fourteen he took a job with M. A. Clark and sons, who 

built and - maintained pipe organs. He obtained permission to 

practice • at a local theatre . . The police found him practicing 

away one morning at 4 a.m. enraptured with the instrument. 

Having sung in the choir of Grace Episcopal Church, Nyack, New 

York since he was six, he began sneaking into church after hours 

to try playing some jazz piano pieces on the pipe organ. One day 

the choirmaster caught him red handed, but, being impressed by 

the sounds the boy was producing from the organ, gave him the job 

of helping as relief organist for choir rehearsals. Bohr also 

convinced the manager of the Rockland Theatre near his home that 

1 
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the two manual� seven rank Wurlitzer in the theatre needed 

restoration. Bohr did most of the work himself and once his 

ability as a musician became evident, the theatre manager hired 

him as regular organist. 

Bohr also held church organ posts in Haverstraw• and Pearl 

River, New York before going into the army in World War II. The 

only time he touched an organ during the war years was when . he 

played a memorial service at Iwo Jima for the late President 

Franklin D. Roosevelt. 

After World War II Ray Bohr took a position as organ 

demonstrator for Wurlitzer, and continued his classical organ 

studies. He became associate organist at Radio City Music Hall 

in 1947 while continuing to demonstrate for Wurlitzer. He began 

playing the pipe organ in the Rainbow Room, at the top of the RCA 

Building, Rockefeller Center. During these years he also became 

organist for the television show, "Bride and Groom," a post he 

was to hold for a year. He continued as associate organist at 

the Music Hall until he was advanced to chief organist in 1973 

following the retirement of Dick Leibert. Bohr served longer as 

organist on the Radio City Music Hall staff than anyone other 

than Leibert. Leibert's last performance at the Music Hall was 

May 9, 1972. After a leave of absence of several months he 

notified the Music Hall that he wouid not be returning, whereupon 

Ray Bohr was appointed chief organist in this coveted position 

which he held until the Music Hall closed and reorganized in 

1979. Bohr's last performance was Wednesday, April 25, 1979. 

2 
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Bohr's career did not end when the Music Hall closed to 

reorganize. Shortly thereafter he joined Ron Bishop as associate 

in the Northeast District representation of the Schantz Organ 

Company, a post he held until his death. Bohr is also remembered 

for a number of outstanding recordings of theatre pipe organ 

music which were made at the Paramount Theatre, Times Square, New 

York and the organs of Radio City Music Hall. 

A scholarship in Ray Bohr's name has been established at the 

Julliard School of Music by Ron and Emmie Bishop. Contributions 

may be sent to (Grace, Ron Bishop said he sent you this 

information. Perhaps you can insert the address to which 

contributions may be sent). 
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BOISCLAIRE, STEPHEN C. 

Organist of the Leland Theatre 1n Albany, New York in 1922. 

Organist of the Ritz Theatre in Albany, New York in 1927. 
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-. ;. STEPHEN E'/BOiSC£AIR. · 
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BOLLINGTON, AL 

Born December 8, i904 in Normanton, a small village on the 

borders of Derbyshire and Nottinghamshire (near Sherwood Forest). 

In 1914 he received the A.L.C.M. (Associate of the London College 

ot Music), the youngest person to rec•ive this award up to this 

time. Bollington also studied at the Royal Academy 1n London. 

In 1915 he became assistant organist at the Methodist Church 

and 1n 1920 he began playing tor silent films. In 1922 he �as 
the 

playing/piano on board an Atlantic oceanliner for New York, 

and later tor a 14ner bound tor the mid-east. While in New 

York, he heard a theatre organ tor the first time. Two years later 

he himself became orchestral organist at the Palace Theatre, 

Blackpool. In 1927 he became assistant organ1at·to Jamea·swttt

BOLLINGTON, AL 2. 

at the Kilburn Grange Theatre in North Lon�on. In 1928 he became 

assistant organist to Quentin Maclean at the Regal Theatre, Marble 

Arch. The next year he- became assistant organist to George Pattman 

at the Brixton Astoria Theatre. In 19JO he became solo organist at 

the streatham .Astoria. In 19J5 he was solo organist at the Plaza 

Theatre in Piccadilly Circus and in 19J7 he was solo organist at 

the Paramount Theatre in Tottenham Court Road, London. He made many 

guest appearances at other Paramount Theatres, broadcast a number of 

times over BBC and made recordings H. M. V. label. During World 

· War-II he was a pilot with the Royal Air Force. Upon his return

to civilian life in 1945 he took the position aa organist or the

0deon Swiss cottage Theatre and then the Paramount Theatre now
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. BOLLINGTON. AL J • 

Rank Corporation to open the new Odeon Theatre in,Toronto, Ontario, 

Canada. · There he remained for two years until he became_ organist 

of the Victoria Theatre in Toronto ln 1950. In 1950 he also 

took on the task of playing at Shea's Theatre in Toronto and 

did a number of coast-to-coast broadcasts on the Canadian 

Broadcasting Corporation on a series sponsored by the A&P Food 

Stores. This he did for four years and recorded during this time 

for RCA Victor ftnd the Dominion label in Canada. In 1954 he became 
· 

organist or the University Theatre in Toronto. In 1955 he moved on 

to Woodland Hills, Ga11fornia where he played for Universal Movie 

studios and appeared on the Lawrence Welk television program� 

He toured the United States and C&nada tor a 15 year period doing 

BOLLINGTON. AL 

oonoerts first for the Conn Organ Company and then for Wurlitzer. 

He also played many p1-pe organ concerts during this time. 

Bollington has published 7J theatre style arrangements for 

organ. He designed a "Theatt<? Organ Styl1ngs Course," which has 

gone to various parts of the world. He has recorded on the Dot 

label, the Decca label, and for Concert Recording. He has since 

retired to Woodland Hills, California. 
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PATTERSON. OFFICE TOWER· 
ROOM: 663'-

Mr. Al Bolll,ngton 
P.O. Box- 49 

UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY 

.COL.LEGE OP SC:>CIA!l;; WOR'K-' 

LEXING,TON; KEN.TUCKY 40506·002.7 

Oc;,obter.22, 1985 

Woodland Hills, California 91364 

Dear Mr. Boflington: · 

AREA· CODE: 606 

25,7-335-1 

1 would like· to; have you, send me bio·graphi:caL information about ym.11:se lf 'in order to 
irrctuder-yom·'.'"name: irr -a. forthcoming:· ±s-su o·f"'- T.fi'ea'tre- Or-garr maga:zti:ne:; in- my- -continuing. 
column_,_ "A Biograp-hical Dictionary of Theatre Organists- ► The in-fornratiorr which:- I would 
like to� have is: 

1. When. and: where you . were· bo� l'l l sl 'q 04 ::-4 ltnwi.�
J 

-1111. � ra-ut
' . ' - . . �f'iam... 2.� The. persons under w.hom you. s_tudied (ta a-wL. -/4i 1t.,.ollu_ <flB-"'4 

3. Theatres played anch when Mt lk.t, �%

�. Other professionaL experience in the musk wor:ld. qJ /lJIJl� tf/J:l� 
I would like-, to have you send. a glossy phcrto of yourself (non-returnab.le) to be-- used 'Jw1h � 
with your:: bio·g:r:aphy when: it app.eax:s in. The:atre, Organ· ma;gaz:ine... -Any' publicity, N '( mate-rials about yourself which you.. ord'inar±ly send: out- wiil. be a welcome- addition· to-
my files_ 

Your-· help· is: appreciated-.. A self-addressed: envelope is enclosed for· your convenience. � 
Th·ank. you_ 

JWL:.mgJmt 
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_ AL BOLLINGTO N, Box !b9, Woodland Hills, California . 91364

1904 (December 8th) born at 20 Market_ St. S.th. Normanton,Derbyshire,, Eng. Mother was· Ma-rtha Elizabeth Bradshaw, Father: James Thomas Bollington deputy coal miner & surveyor also had a grocery shop at the corner of
1

Market & Queen plus a photographic studio. Population of Sth. Normanton at that time about 7000. -

1911 

1920 

1922 

Began studying piano at? first with Mr. _Radcliffe of Alfreton & later 
with':.Dr. Allen of Mansfield At 14. yrs won the degre .e A.L.C.M. 
(As-sociate of the London College of Music) was too- small to use the 
cap &· gown that went with .it. Later _tr-ied for the L.R.A.M. but-fa:l,led 
on the the"'tory part. From 12 yrs of age I was assistant organist to 
Sidney·croft at the Mount Tabor Chapel. Re education:I first attended 
a school in 8th ·Normanton & at ll� took the train to the Claycross. 
Grammer School. 

At 16 -I, be·came pianist at the local cinema (believe it was called "The
Palace"�- playing for silent movies such as "The Perils< of Pauline" 
If the picture was bad I was often pelted with garbage., so much so 
that:the·piano had to be moved. behind .a curtain -on the stage. 

After seeing jobs .offered for all instrume:ntali-sts -aho.ard Atlantic 
liners I journeyed to Liverpool & was soon on my way_to New York 
on board the one funnel liner "Lancastr.ia ".• · I· 1eould play real. well 
but with no -orchestral experience was pl:-aying e_verybody' s part. & was 
cussed & finally told "Just carry the mu:sic '.' ., 

On appro.aching the do-ck at Liverpool the b8.1}d .. l,ead:er told me I was 
seein3 the ·1ast of his boat. Then to·my dismay: I saw.Mom & Dad 
waiting to greet me on the dock. How could I admit faili,u:e? .Then 
I- was handed·a telegram telling me to report to-the "Carmania" (2
funnels) so I was able to report to my parents th.at_ I hap. already
been promoted. The Carmania was bound for a three mQnth- cruise & by
the end of that I was fairly good ·at p£aying witp a.E. orchestra.

1924·For health reasons my parents & two brothers moved to Blackpool & 
bought a bq_·arding house on Lord St. -· 

1925-After a-traffic accident in -New York I turn19d up. in Blackpool in a 
battered condition & my father said "That's- enougb sea for thee me· 

-lad" & got me a job as orchestral organist with Mons. Spiero at the
Palace· cinema. It was a pedal organ & I w�lked miles every __ pr.ograrmne.

1927 

1928 

. 1930 

I married May Crookall the girl in the Box Offiee &·we celebrate ourS-6 1

December 8th 1983. We have a daughter, son, three grandchildren &
three great grandchildren.

, . -

Harry Hall, general manager of. the Palace & Tpwer Co. informed_me_
"that a Wurlitzer pipe organ was on its way to the Tower-Ballroom�
offered me the. job. Having 'first heard -t.he mighty Wurlitzer in New
York this is what I wanted to do but I had· already :;3igned a contract
to be - assistant on a 11Vurli tzer at the Kilburn Grange, London. Having
travelled so much Blackpool had become too small for me. I believe
two other organists were appointed to the Tower fo_r a- short time &
then my friend & golfing partne.� Reg Dixon had the job for over 30

yea.rs.

� . . 

After two years as assistant at the Grange·&. the Rega1:,, _Mar.ble Arch 
I was appointed solo organist at the brand new Astoria, Streatham, 
Lond<;m. I was told that my name was too long _for the marquee & that 
Alfre.d would be shortened to AL. 
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1930
1

We were blessed with the ar�ival of daughter Patricia & we rented a· house in Pollard's Hill ( nr. Streatham). It was· on the edge of a
golf ·course & I eventually reduced my handicap to seven. 

. 1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1945 

I made my first record for Decca but it was not good enough to be
. publ is·hed •

Was thrilled to be appointed organist at the posh Plaza in Piccadilly
Circus. It proved to be miserable. The Prince of Wales & The Duke.of
Kent were often in the small Royal Balcony & it was said that one
could not toss a coin from the stage without hitting a retired Admiral
or General probably suffering· fr-om gout. If they ever appl-auded it
was proba·bly with thumb nails. Furthermore I was not allowed to. use
my normal style of_presentation. Son Peter born 1936. Real proud.

The Paramount opened on Tottenham Ct.· Rd. & Reg Foort played there for
a couple of months before becoming the B.B.c. organist. I was delightErl
to be moved there for I was given every encouragement from the manager·
& the audience. H.M.Va gave me a contract to record solo & with Anton
& the theatre orchestra, we made ove-r loo records in three years.

I took the first violinis-t to Sth. Normanton & the Mount Tabor Chapel
to. help them financially with a Sunday affternoon & evening concert.
We were"'"1nvi ted to tea: by Far.mer. Bryant { the 8ommon towards Sutton) •

I joined the Clvil Air Guard &·became. a pilot. The.n in 1940 I joined
the R.A.F. as a Pilot Offleer & eventually ferried Wellington Bombers·
to North Africa ., dropped· Paratro.ops on "D" d,ay & at .Arnhem.

(Jan. 19th) po'sted to 24 Squadron, Hendon, to be a V.I.P •. pilot.
July 6th my crew & I flew, King-George Vl & Q;ueen Mother Elizabeth
from the Isle ·of Man to Lendon. -A,ugust·2nd.Princess Juliana &
children from London· 'to Holland. Other passengers were ·Field Marshall
Montgomery, Anthony Eden,·Harold MacMillan, Sir Charles Port1;1.l & many
others, :reg-retably no mention of Churchill in ·my log book.
On Aug. 18 I was -demm.bbed & later on awarded the A.F.O.

1948 After-returning to the Paramount for two years I was sent to open 

1955 

1959 

1972 

a new Odeon Theatre in Toronto-, Canada, my family followed & for 
six years· I made reco-rds, played ,broadcasts & also p ·layed at the 
Shea's Theatre. Daughter Patricia became, married-to Orville Singer. 

(January) Moved to Hollywood· to record for Decca, pl _ay background 
music at Universal Movie Studios plus appearances on T.V. 
Bought a brand new home in WoodlandHills, .about 20 miles north of 
Hollywood & in the San Fernando Valley. 

After an appearance ON the famous Lawrence Welk T.V. show the C�nn 
Organ company offered me a contract to tour the U.S. & Canad-a giving 
promotional concerts on their make·of organ. I also made records on 
it for Decca. Son Peter attended ·san Diego College ., awarded B.A & 
M.�. degree�, now...,, a pro-fes-soa:- at Pendelton Marine College with some
trips to the far �ast teaching on aircraft carriers & destroyers.

After similar concert tours with the Wurlitzer Co. I retired from
constant travel & stayed home composing & arranP-:ing. -There are over
90 tunes published by New York publishers. The '"Keyboard World"
included one of my arrangements & since then I have sent many to
di�rerent parts of the world.

a week. 
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BOLTON, ISABEL 

Organist at the Wlnde�ere Theatre 1n East Cleveland, Ohio. 

. .. 



BOLTON, LAWRENCE 

The Hippodrome Theatre in Il!lllas,.Texas had a 2 manual/19 rank 

Pilcher. Bolton was organist of this theatre -sometime in the decade 

before the 1920 1 s. He also served as organist at the same time of 

an Episcopal Church. 

Owner, George Walker opened the Roaile Theatre ·1·oeated on Knox 

Street in North Iallas, Texas early 1n 1920 using a Steinway Grand 

piano to accompany the picture. A 2 manual/4 rank H1llgreen-Lane 

was installed shortly aft�r the opening and I.awrenoe Bolton was 

engaged to play the organ. ·when he arrived ta prepare tor the 

opening the Janitors started up their cleaning equipment which 

irritated him and he walked off the Job refusing to play there any 

further. Bolton was a regular organist of the Hope (Melba-C�pri) 

BOLTON, LAWRENCE 
2. 

Theatre in Dallas, Texas on Elm street 1n the early to middle 1920•s.

broadcasti""o- over station W.Rli in Dallas, Texas.
He did some radio 6.00 

Bolton was a fine clas.$1cal musician •. He did play some radio

broadcasts also over station KRLD but he never was a staff member

at that station. He also taught piano and organ 1n the Dallas area.

He died in the late 1960•s.

• 



BONAWITZ, (KARL) . 

Theatre organist 1n the Philadelphia area during the days of 

silent pictures. Played the Germantown Theatre in Philadelphia 

in 1924 and was vice president of the Theatre Organists• Society 

in Philadelphia that year. In mid-1925 he went to the Stanley 

Theatre on the Boardwalk 1n Atlantic City and in November or 1925

he was back 1n Philadelphia at the Stanley Theatre. In 1929 he was 

back at the Germantown. Theatre 1n Philadelphia and broadcasting over 

Radio Station WIP. He opened the Moller organ at the Metropolitan 

Theatre 1n Ph1ladelphla. 

Bonawitz died August 1977. 

BOND, EARLE 

organist of the Princess Theatre 1n Honolulu, Hawaii (4 manual/ 

16 rank Hobert Morton) ·with Virginia Smith with whom he alternated 

for a time beg1.nning · 1n .1'942 a.fter organ�st Don George left to 

become musical director of USO shows during World war II. In 1942 

organist John Demello came to the Princess T•heatre. Bond remained 

for a time as his assistant. 
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BONAWITZ, KARL 

Broadcast over Radio Station WIP, Philadelphia, in the mid 192o•s 
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Dr. JQ.hn W. Landon, Associate Deari 
Univ�!sity of Kentucky-
College of Socia1·work 
619 Patterson Office Tower
Lexington, -Kentucky 40506-0027 

fear Dr •. Landon: 
. . � � 4 I must apolog�ze f?r not answering you: letter soonei but I have just returned -zo._t:; ,. 

from the hosp1 tal •.. I knew and worked with Karl Bonawitz before WWII but knew him �� only -� a professional sense. He was a very private person. He· was one of the top K1 � 
organists in the Philadelphia area and,in addition-to playing most of the best · Md -:---
theatres, he broadcast frequently on radio with his own show and as an accompan- � 
ist for yocalists. He also did an occasional stint with .symphonic groups. I studied -::, ·
with him briefly in 1939 when he was concertizing as .. head of the John Wanamaker .:-
(Philadelphia) piano and organ department. He sold me my first Hammond organ. 
Shortly· after;he left for California to join the staff of· a Hammond Agency where 
he· sold and demonstrated electronic instnnnents . He wrote me at this time · to say 
that· he had struck a gold min_e musica�ly there,and urged me· to join him·.as a dem
onstrator· and teacher. World War II intervened and I enlisted and lost touch with 
Karl pennanently-. I'm sorry· I don'-t know more about him for· your Biographical 
Dictionary. I do recall that when the Metropolitan Theatre opened in 1979 he was 
head organist on the giant 39-rank Moller. I heard him there and it was' a magnificent · 

· sotmd. Leonard MacClain was his assistant on this engagement. · 

For further infonnation on Bonawitz I suggest you contact the following persons: 

Mr .Lowell Ayars, . 72 Lincoln Street,Bridgeton, NJ 08302 

Mrs. Dottie Whitcomb,, Box 32, Rees· Road, Devault-, Pa. 19432 

Mrs. Violet A. Egger, 1334 Spencer Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 19i°41 
. . 

· .. Mrs.: Esther Higgins,. it W-. Browning Road, _Collingswood, .NJ-_08108
/ 

Mr .Al Hermanns'.� 1398. Temple Street, Clearwater , Florida. 33516

Mr; Al Hermanns. is the author· of several� instruction books on popular·· organ· plaY--ing · 
and is,.originally from the .Philadelphia area. He'· should know about· Bonawitz·� Mrs_. 
Dottie Whitcomb was fonnerly Mrs. Leonard :MacClain. 

I am- enclosing infonnation on Anne Probst which was; sent" me a few years ago · by 
Al Hemanns who• studied' tmder· her� She was·. a· magnificent organist. L am, enclosing
her picture, taken- in 1940 at the· console of ·the·•lJptown Theatre Kimball(which· r 

purchased in'..19SZ for my· Hall of Fame Studio along-· with several. �ther �li tzers) • 
Anne: was· a dedicated teacher. I studied with· her- £or two· ye8;!S andoadmired her· . . 
not· onlY: as- a: rare teacher· but as � warm, .. loving _human·· being_. The- only·· othe: teacher.' 
who· compared to her in my estimation was :Jesse Cr!wford_wh?,·was0 .!!.l)" teacher_m 19�7. 

• r am sending· you her photograph_ for your l3iographical Dictionary_ I would appreciate 
if you would return it to me- after you. copy it for your files. 

_-=- _ 

Dr·._' Landon-, I hope- th�·-above· has_ b�e�· �eipful .: �od_ l�ck w�;:1�. yo�.: �ook._-: _!ncideJC�:.::::._·: ·. _ .
..

.

ally:, ... r:,ha-vt;,,-your:- books, .... ,Behord. the Mighty Wurlitzer and., Jesse:,.Crawford:' .,.,13otli
5' 
.. ?'.···,,.-:-_:,. ,,. __ 

. . ._· ·: are·, treasured by me� and.: at'e'>part· of my. Hall. ()f Fame: archives. . ._ .. , · . · 
-

•• • 
• 

•
• 

·'· : • 
": -

� :"
· • .;: • : 

•
• 

' 
• • • ·- •• • 

.. 
• • • • • • : _. • • • • • ·' ' • • � • 

• • • • • •• 

• 
• • 

• # -. • ·-:-::. 
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BOHONE, VERA 

Played the Grove Theatre in Chicago, Illinois in 1928. 

BOBB.A, THOMAS S. 

Organist o� the Rialto Theatre., �ew York City 1n 1927. 
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BOND, WEBB 

He was born November JO, 1913 at St. Johns, M1oh1gan. His 

interest in music was only a hobby until after World War II when he 

stud1� music at H�pe College at Holland, Michigan. He played the 

organ at a number of restaurants 1n the Grand Rapids-Muskegon area 

1n the late 1940• s. He was st•aff organist at the Majestic Thea-tre, 

Grand Rapids from 1949 to 1952 where he played for such special 

tu.notions as the Miss Michigan Pageant. About this time he met the 

manager of the M1�higan Theatre 1n Muskegon, who wa.s instrumental 

1n getting the organ.renovated for the first time after many years 

of silence.. He played at the Michigan · Theatre as well as for the 
Muskegon. 

11Tw111ght Melodies" program on WKBZ./ He played at a number of 

restaurants i� Michigan before moving to Cincinnati in 1956. He 

BOND, WEBB 2. 

has played at many C1·nc1nnat1 area restaurants, some special shows 

at the Paramount Thea.tre·in Clnc-1nnati and in 1961 was organist 

for the Cincinnati Reda. 
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Brown, John David 

Born in 1952 in Long Beach, California Brown began organ 

study during his high school years. He graduated with an 

Associate of Arts degree in Liberal _ _i�rJ:.s _JTom _ _GoLder.1- _Wes..t _____ _ 

College. During his college years he studied classical organ 

with Dr. Justin Colyar and Warren Peterkin. 

Brown was employed in the Retail Home Organ Sales Division 

of the Gould Music Company. In addition to his employment and 

schooling, he found time to study theatre organ with Edna Scanlan 

who helped prepare him for the 1972 Scholarship Competition 

sponsored by the Orange County Professional Organists Guild. 

Brown won first place and received a scholarship to help further 

his musical education. He majored in music and graduated with 

honors from Golden West College in 1974. 

Following graduation Brown taught at the Hammond Organ 

Studios of Orange County and served as organist for a chain of 

Wurlitzer-equipped pizza parlors in Southern California. He 

continued his own organ studies under the tutelage of Gene 

Robertson and Bill Thomson. He was hired as musical director for 

the Bi t""d C-age Theatt""e at l<nott' s Berry Fat""m where his assi gnmehts 

included playing the calliope. 

Aftet"" a stint as organist at a pizza pat""lor in Indiana Brown 

returned to California where he teaches privately and appears as 

a freelance concert organist. 

1 
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PROFESSIONAl QUAlIFICATIONS 

and 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

of 

JOHN DAVID BROWN 
16946 Tahoma Street 

Fountain ·valley, California 92708 
714/963-9485 

PROFESSIONAL OBJECTIVE 

To become extensively involved within the concertizing circuit and obtain future 
engagements with various organ chapters throughout the United States. Specifjc 
areas of interest include private organ tutoring, coaching and directing organ 
productions and events. 

EXPERIENCE 

Technical 

1984 - Provided tonal work on the 3/10 Robert Morton at Anaheim High School 
1983 - Assisted in the complete restoration of the 2/10 Robert Morton Theatre 

Pipe Organ at Santa Ana High School 

Teaching 

1982 - Present: 

1981 - 1982: 
1978 - 1979: 
1975 - 1977: 
1971 - 1977: 

Residence instruction including students' homes in the Orange 
County area 
Gould Music Company, Mission Viejo, California 
Gene Roberson Studios, Huntington Beach, California 
Gould Music Company, Santa Ana, California 
Hammond Organ Studios, Santa Ana, California 

Professional Engagements 

1983 - Present: Organist, Holy Spirit Catholic Church, Fountain Valley, 
California 

1980 - 1981: Senior Staff Organist, Band Organ Restaurant, Mishawaka, Indiana 
1979 - 1980: West Coast Staff Artist, Conn Organ Corporation, Chicago, 

Illinois 
1978 - 1980: Musical Director, Accompanist and Calliopist, Knott's Berry 

Farm, Buena Park, California 
1977 - 1979: Substitute Organist and Associate Organist, Pipe Organ Pizza, 

Tustin, California 
1973 - 1979: Staff Organist, Shakey's Pizza - 3 locations, Anaheim and 

Placentia, California 
1973 - 1978: Senior Staff Organist and Choir Director, St. Boniface Church, 

Anaheim, California 
1971 - 1972: Organist, First Baptist Church, Orange, California 
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Expertise Appointments 

1) Adjudicator and judge for the International Yamaha Electone Organ Festival and

related activities - 1974
2) Guest Artist and Speaker for the National Home Organist Adventure - 1978, 1979

and 1983
3) Guest Artist, Sacred Heart Cathedral, Notre Dame, Indiana
4) Chairman of the Southern California Tri-Counties Chapter of the American

Theatre Organ Society
5) Concert Tour of Lake Tahoe - 1976
6) Concert Tour of Southern Michigan - 1979
7) Several guest appearances at the Anaheim Convention Center, Disneyland Hotel,

South Coast Plaza Hotel, and Meadowlark Country Club
8) Several engagements performed at the Anaheim High School on the 2/10 Robert

Morton theatre pipe organ
9) Guest artist for 1984 Fresno Organ Bash performing on the 4/15 Robert Morton

theatre pipe organ at the Warmer's Theatre
10) Various performances in organ stores and clubs throughout Southern California
11) Performed several engagements on a Wurlitzer pipe organ at a Palm Springs

private residence
12) Provided surmountable maintenance and tuning expertise on various theatre pipe

organs
13) Performed in concert on the famed 3/17 Wurlitzer theatre pipe organ at the San

Gabriel Civic Auditorium
14) Performed in concert on the giant four-manual Kimball theatre pipe organ at

the Wiltern Theatre in Los Angeles

Associations 

l) American Guild of Organists
2) Orange County Professional Organists' Guild
3) Orange County Organ Society
4) Los Angeles Theatre Organ Society
5) National Association of Music Teachers
6) Chairman, Tri-Counties Theatre Organ Society

CREDITS 

One digital "long-play" album entitled, "The Unique Sound of John Brown," released 
in 1978. 

SCHOLARSHIPS 

First Place - 1972 Scholarship Competition sponsored by the Orange County 
Professional Organists Guild 

EDUCATION 

AA Liberal Arts - Golden West College, 1974 
Scholastic Award - Dean's List, Golden West College, 1974 



Clyde Gilliam - 6 years 
Clyde Lange - 3 years 
Edna Scanlan - 3 years. coaching 
Gene Roberson - 2 years. coaching 
Dr. Justin Colyar - 1 year 

Born: 
Marital Status: 
Hea 1th: 

December 11, 1952 
Single 
Excellent 

PRIVATE STUDY 

PERSONAL DATA 

Warren Peterkin - 1 year 
Bill Thomson - 2 years, coaching 
Charlie Balough - 1 year, coaching 
Ron Walls - coaching 
Lyn Larsen - coaching 

Height: 
Weight: 
Hair: 
Eyes: 

5 feet 10-1/2 inches 
165 1 bs. 
Dark Brown 
Brown 



BROWN, MRS . JOY 

Played the Wurlitzer Opus 392 style 210 Special in the Liberty TheatFe 

in Bellingham, This organ was re-p©·cessed by Wurlitzer, 6/20/24. She 

also played the Robert Morton at the American Theatre and opened the new 

Mt. Baker Theatre April 29, 1927 playing the style 215 Wurlitzer Organ. 

Opening show was William Haines in "Slide Kelly, Slide". Mrs Brown later 

warked at Stark Piano Company which was Bellingham's major music and 

record store and was employed there for many years. 

,, 



.BROWN_, MAE 
.-

Organist of the Kedzie Theatre 1n Chicago, Illinois 1n 1928. 

BROWN , OLLA RAE 

Student organist in the Eastman School of Music in March of 1924. 

,, .. 



�� BROWN, WEST 

Well known organist 1n the Seattle, �ashington area 1n the m1d-

1920's. Played the Blue Mouse Theatre 1n Tacoma., Washington 1n 

1925 and 1926. In 1926 went to the Embassy Theatre in Seattle, 

and trom there to the Paramount. Theatre, Seattle, early 1927 and 

on to the Columbia Theatre- ln Seattle ln late 1927. 

BHOWN, WILLI.AM DeWIT•r 

and of Allen and Loew's Stillman Theatre, Cleveland.Organist of Cleveland's Palace Theatre in 19271\ Broadcast over
various Cleveland radio stations in 1929.

• 
• 
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BRUBACHER, RAY 

restoration of the Wurl1 tzer organ 1n the Tivoli/in 1',rederiok, 

Maryland, the last theatre organ 1n a theatre in tha�. state. 
. 

.. 

He recorded a� long playing record of theatre p1pe 1 organ m�s1o 

at the Tivoli Theatre entitled, 11 wno 1s Ray Brubaoher, and What's 

He Doing w 1th Those Pipes?". 

170Most of the biographical infermatioa on Ray Brubacher was
compiled by Lloyd Klos for the Reehester Tllleatre Organ Society 
print.ad_ program of-Ray Brl:lbaoher's e�&eert., �ebruary l4, l974 •.
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BRUGGKRT, WIL30N.G.

Organist of the W1nd.ameer (Windermere) Theatre, the Yale 
and 

Theatre, the Elmira Theatre,/the New Broadway Theatre in Cleveland, 

Ohio. 



BUELL, Em:A 

Organist of the Colonial Theatre in Columbus, Ohio in 1923. 



BUHBMAN • BERT 

At ten years or age Buhrman began playing the p1pe organ at st. 

John'• Episcopal Church 1n Springfield, M1aaour1. He••• a student 

ot organist Glen Stanback. who was the organist at St. John's as 

well as organist or the Electric Theatre. In the early 19J01 a, 

Buhrman attended Kansas City Junior College and be played the organ 

over Radio Station WOQ. owned by the Unity School ot Christianity. 

B1• broadcasts or1g1nated ·1n the Wurlitzer Building on Grand Avenue 

1n Kansas City troa either the 2 manual/5 l!illlk·or J aanual/10 rank 

Wurlitzer organs. there. In 19JJ Buhrman had a pregr&Jll oYer Station 

WHB 1n Kansas City using pia.no and organ. The organ was a J mnual/5 

rank W1oks 1n•trument trem tbe Jenk1.na Mu1c Coapany. Buhrman attended 

tile Un1Yera1ty or JCanaaa at Lawrence tro• 1934 t(> 19J6 and he played 

BUHRMAN• BERT 

organ and pian� 'programs on Bad1o Station WREN. Tbe progftl)la were 

broadcast troa the Reuter Organ Factory in Lawrence wh1ob bad a 

2. 

••11 stud.lo organ. Bubrilan grad.uated. t'rom the Un1ve�s1ty or 1'ansas

w1tb an A.B. Degree 1n.Mua1o. After graduation, .be returned to Kansas 

Cit7 and Joined the newly opened B.ad1o Station KCMO as musical director. 

H• pla7ed. organs 1n the N•man Theatre and the .Main Street Th•tre 1n 

Kansas C1ty. both or wh1oh ha�e since be•n renaaed, acooapan.r1ng alidea 

tor a1ng-alonga. pla71.rlg f'or •audevll.le acts and giving organ 

preaentatio.na. Prom 19J6 to 1940 he �•• doing e1g.tit"· shows on radio 

and t1ve da117 ■hows in the theatre. In 1940,. he moved to New York 

C1t7 and took the poa1t1on ot statt organ1at with CBS, a position he 

held until the end or 1962. He also broadeast OYei" NBC. ABC, and the 

,. , 

... 

• 

... 





3. 

Mutual Radio network.· Th1s was done by arranging sohedules so that

artists could appear on a variety ot programs and networks. Some ot the 

radio program.a w1th whieh he was aft1litated were, "Sherlock Holmes," 

•Bulldog Drummond," "Joyce Jordan, Girl Interne"; telev1s1on programs

include, "Strike It Rich,• and "The Big Pa1orr. n For 15 years he 

played. the organ on 11The Guiding L1gbt, • on both radio and telev1s 1on. 

During the time that be lived 1n Bidgetield, Conneotlcut, Buhr-n 

pla7ed the organ at St. Mar1•• Church tor a period or three years. 

An opportunity oa•e to return to hia. home ·s.tate ot Mlasour1 to the 

School or the Ozarks.at Point Lookout, Missouri. Bubrllan decided 

to leave the pressures ot big city lite and '&ec·ept the J.ob. In 

February 196J, BUhrman aoTed to Missouri. Bis duties on the caapus 

BUHRMAN, BERT 

include overseeing tbe installation or a 2300 pipe Skinner pipe 

organ 1n W1ll1a11S Chapel. A 3 -nual/15 rank Wurlitzer trom BKO 

Keith's Theatre in Plush1ng, New York was purchased and installed 1n 

a theatre in the Nettie Marie Jones Learning Center on the caapus 

4. 

and here theatre organ concert■ are preaented, silent f1l■s accompanied, 

etc. · The auditorium ■eat■ 1,000 people. 

• 



BULLIS, CARLTON 

organist at B. F. Keith's Hippodrome Theatre 1n Cleveland, 

Ohio. Director of the Cleveland Theatre Organists' Club in 1923.



BUNNELL. HARRY 

Bunnell began playing piano and organ in theatres 1n Southern 

Michigan when he was 17 years old. He spent a year and a half at 

the Majestic Theatre in Homer. Michigan in 1928 to 1929 afte·r which 

he went to the Coliseum Theatre at Bronson, Michigan for a year. 

He spent four months at the Rex Theatre in Jackson. Michigan. 

d1d a stint at the.Garden Theatre in Marshall, Michigan, and played 

for five months at the Bohn Theatre 1n Albion, Michigan. From 1934 

to 1936 he was organist at the First Baptist Church 1n Battle Creek. 
organist 

Returning to Detroit he became/at the First Church pf Christ Scientist, 

a position he has held since 1936, and organist and choir director at 

Scottish Rite Cathedral. He was staff organist at Radio Station WJBK 

1n 1945 to 1946 and was pianist 1n the Cass Theatre.Orchestra for 

BUNNELL, HA RR Y 2. 

legitimate theatre productions at various times in the i'94o•s. , 



BURLAND. HERBERT 'ti. 

Organist of the Rialto Theatre in Los Angeles, California 1n 

1922 and 192J. 

BU!ThHl\M. FRED 

Organis� of the Irvington Theatre in Portland, Oregon in 1927. 



BURICH, S. J. (Mrs.) 

Broadcast over Radio Station WOC, Davenport, Iowa in 1922 



BURNS, ROBERT ( 11 Bo bb;r" ) 

West coast organist in the 1920 1 s, organist of.the Liberty 

Theatre in Seattle, Washington 1n 1926 and organist of the Broadway 

Theatre in Portland� Oregon 1n 1927. 

BURR.ASTON, PERCY 

Organist in the Salem, Oregan area, who opeaed the Elsinore 

Theatre in Salem, Orega� 1ri 1926 and remained there as organist. " 



BUB.RIES. MAY W •• 

Organist of the Broadway Theatre in Richmond, Virginia in 1925. 

BURRIS , DORO·rHY 

organist of the Pekin, Illinois Theatre in 19)0. 



BURROUGHS, W. RAY (WESLEY) 

Organist of the Regent Theatre 1n Rochester p New York 1n 1914. 

Organist of the Madison Theatre (Wurlitzer) 1n Rochester, New York 
and Lyndhurst's Kohl organ in Rochester in 1927.

in 1927.� Later Contributing Editor to Q�aE���� M!�Z��. where he 

wrote articles and submitted news clips on the theatre organ to that 

per1odlcal. 

• 
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to return to $oehester and a position at the P'iccadilly The

Jtter playing there for two years, ¥tr. Burroughs aeeepted 

his former position at 't.he. Regent, .where he rem�±.ned "4nti.l his latest. 
',. ' 

.":;; .��-• 
op ening.,.l U:IIXJ:JBHtKUllt . "'. . . .,,. ' *· 

·• 

Mr .. Bu:rroug4s has made se11era:t recital tours and has a record 
. 

' 

of 20 ;recitals on the P1itn-American organ· i Gonventiion Hall, Buffalo. 

for the R�st·l4 
.,., 

• the Di.ap.ason.

years; b.e had conducted �- JI10tion picture €olumn in
� •;-._ 

�ch�s'.,ter· ;ts . fo;rtu!_,lcl. te :in having � an, organ.!� I?>f",°Mt' � 
• • • I .11 , ,·· 

'
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R,. Wilso�. Rops. 
I 

30 
l , 
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Burroug!!S' calibre •'at the Regent console. 



2URTON , HOWARD 

Born August 6, 1901 near Woodburn, Iowa in Clark County. 

Burton began playing the piano and organ for silent movies at the 

Strand ·rheatre in Creston, Iowa 1n November of 192J. He played a 

winter engagement at the Rex Theatre in Geneseo, New York iri 

Kovember 1926 and then returned to the Strand Theatre in Creston, 

Iowa playing there until August 1929. He then entered the Knauss 

School of Theatre organ Playing at Allentown, Pennsylvania for an 

advanced seven months' course in theatre study. He also was featured 

on theatre organ study. He broadcast over the radio on Station KMA 

in Shenandoah, Iowa and Station KSIB in Creston, Iowa. He played for 

many special events such as horse shows, clubs,and dances. 

BURTON, HOWARD 

Burton's last theatre engagement was at the Paramount Theatre in 

Cedar Rapids,- Iowa where he was featured sol.oist on the Wurlitzer 

from November 1958 to 1961. 

2.

, . .. 



BURTON , MARTHA 

· Played the Rembert Theatre 1n Longview, Texas (a 1 manual/4 rank

Seeburg combination piano organ). 

BUSHONG, EBNF.ST 

Played the Ligonier Theatre 1n-L1go.mler, Iria:1.afta 1n 1926. 

I 



BUSWELL. BILL 

, 

Buswell started h1s professional career at the age of 16, 

at the Comerford-Publix Roosevelt Theatre 1n Scranton, Pennsylvania, 

where he was billed as 11 Scranton•s Youngest Organist, 11 and where he 

gave daily radio broadcasts from the organ console of the Masonic 

Temple. For 15 years he played 1nterm1ss1on solos at a theatre 

1n Newark and Irvington 1n New Jersey and at Cleveland, Ohio. When 

sound movies displaced the theatre organists, he turned to playing 

and selling electronic instruments in the Pocono Mountain Resorts, 

1n Baltimore and 1n Cleveland. One engagement had Buswell playing 

piano and organ simultaneously each evening for ten years. At the 

same time he was Staff Organist at Radio station WGAR with h1s own 

BUSWELL, BILL 
2. 

shows. 11Top or the Morning," and "Give Billy a Hand." .Baseball fans

enjoyed his artistry at the Cleveland. Muncipal Stadium tor two seasons. 

In 1957 he joined the sales staff or the J. L. Hudson Company of 

Detrolt in their piano and organ salon and subsequent engagements 

have been .. in. hotels, clubs, and restaurants· in the Detroit area. He 

played several concerts for the Detroit Theatre Organ Club and for 

the Detroit Chapter of the American Theatre Organ Society. He ls 

an Honorary Member of that organization. 

.. 



BUTLER, EDDIE.

Born in Council Bluffs, Iowa, B 1 ut er began studying piano
at the age of four at St. Francis' Academy in Council Bluffs. At
age seven he learned the rudiments of playing the organ a�d by
eleven years of age he bega� accompanying silent films at the old
Liberty Theatre.

Butlei took organ lessoas in Chicag6 once per week beginning
when he was eleven. His father warked for the railroad so Eddie
Butler used hi · · s pass, to�k the seve� o'clock sleeper on Friday
nig;hts' and awakened th.e next ,morning in C�icago, ready for his
lesson. 

�UTLER, EIDDIE 2. 

Butler's career has taken him around. th��world. He has 

performed at . chu re.h and t'nea t,re ergans in R0me, Paris, London, 

Vienna 1 
Madrid, Prague� ��dapest, New Y�rk City, Mexic� City, 

' 
. 

.

and Los Angeles. -In 1969 ·he gave -a private _recital before 

Pope Paul VI at the Sistine C-ha,pel in the Vatican·! He has recorded 

with.Mario Lanza and And�e-Segovia, classical guitarist. He 

served for a time as official o�ganist fo� the Academy Qf Motion 

Pictur�,.Radio an4 T�levision Arts an� Scienc�s. Yet of all his 
':r !-'?r.Ffi; 

experiences, none was more memorable than_becomi�g organist of the 

3 manual/13 rank Wurlitzer in Omaha's'Orpheum Theatre. It was a 

case ·of "local boy- makes good." The Orpheu_m_ designed by Rapp and



BUTLER, EDDIE 3. 

Rapp, seated more than 3,000 people, and boas ted a ceiling of ivory 

and gold, walls lined with marble imported from Italy, and a $7,000 

chandelier. Advance publicity described it as "a triumph of beauty, 

elegance, and majesty." Opening night, October 9, 1927 featured 

guest artist J. Earl E�tes at the organ accomapnying a silent film, 

"The Fighting Eagle" (starring Omaha 's own Hollywood star, · Rod 

La Rocque). 

Butler, long assot�at•d with the Qmaha'Otpheum, now plays the 

org�n at St. John's Church on the Creighton University campus 

(Omaha) each Sunday. He plays an electronic organ for the 

BUTLER, EDDIE 4. 

appearances of the Ka.ns.as City-Om�ha· Kfng� at the City Auditorium, 

and operates his own recording eompany in Harlan, Iowa where he 

1 now makes his home. 

1 Information cpnc�rnin� the life of Eddie Butler and the Omaha

Orpheum· Theatre comes largely from: 11 0:t,p,heum," a souvenir 

(magazine) of the gra�ct·'·'opening of the Orpheum •·Theatrre, Omaha's 

home for the performin� art�, 1�75. 

new 

------------
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_.ELLIS: BUTLER.
soto-oRGANisT. · · --� 

. . . 

.: . · .. 

AT TIVOLI THEATRE 

GARY, IND� . 

. ELLIS BUTLER 

. _ .. · _ ., 

The.Tivoli Theatre in Gary Ind., have a"n in-
. ' 

· 0 genious solo-organist" in Ellis Butler, who o,pened 
the above. house. Previous to that engagement 

·. he· played at the ·Grand Theatre in Gary for.·
· three years and broadcasts now over W JKS.
J-Ie is very successful in his featuring of screen
presentation and s0los and. li1@velties.
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BUTLER,, 

( 

BYERS, GENE 

Organist o1 ,the Rainbow and Oll.iina:s·'l'.heatr.es in Milwaukee, 

Wisconsin 1n 1927. 
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BUTTE, FRANKLIN 

Butte was a radio engineer from Portland, Oregon assigned to 
Juneau, Alaska in September 1953 by the U.S. Army Signal Carps. 
He restored the Kimball organ in the 20th Century Theatre, Juneau 
and played intermissions daily from 1953 to 1955. Also, because 

of Butte's involvement as a radio announcer engineer, the organ 
was featured on a live radio morning show and in Sunday 
afternoon broadcasts. Butte played requests sent in by 
listeners. This instrument was subsequently sold to Mr. Howard 
Remly of Douglas, Ala�ka who later presented it to the State of 
Alaska. In 1976 it was installed in an enclosed courtyard of the 
State Office Building in Juneau. 

In 1965 Butte purchased a 2/8 Wurlitzer from the Northern 
Lights Presbyterian Church, Juneau Che had previously owned and 
sold this instrument) and installed it in his home. In 1971 he 
moved the organ to a larger residence adding a console from the 
Rivera Theatre, Chicago which was shipped to Anchorage via 
Northwest Orient Airlines jumbo-jet. Since 1971 thousands of 
school children from the Anchorage School District and hundreds 
of adults have toured the installation. 

Butte has also performed at the 3/8 Robert-Morton pipe organ 
installed in 1975 at Uncle's Pizza in Anchorage. 



BYRD, DESSA 

Born in Robinson, Illinois, Dessa Byrd won a scholarship to 

the Indianapolis Conservatory of Music. Her first job upon 

graduation in 1918 was playing the piano at the Alhambra Theatre, 

Indianapolis, Indiana. She left the Alhambra after six weeks to 

play the organ at the Rialto Theatre. Her only experience at organ 

had been playing for church in her hometown. The hours were long 

at the Rialto. so Mother Byrd insisted' that Dessa must look for 

/ 
anothe� job. The Circle Theatre (the leadin� theatre in Indianapolis) 

had OP,ened under the directian of the famaus S. L� "Roxy" Rothaphel 

in the summei of 1916. It featured _an orchestra of 22 to 30 

musicians. S. Le�pold Spitalny was hired as 0reh�stra conductor 

for the openin-. Edward Resener, 'who played violin in the 

BYRD, DESSA 2 • 

orchestra was later t0 marry. Dessa.Byrd. 

De�sa Byrd had begun te�ching piano at 75/ per le�son. She 

could see no future in this so when a pian�st's position opened 

at th� Circle Theatre in 1919, she accept�d. 

The ·Circle -�heatre boasted a Hoak-and Hastings pipe organ 

(see illustration In Appendix). Dorothy K�ight Green was orgariist 

when Dessa Byrd f�ist came to the Circle. The relief organist 

position.became available a:nd Byrd accepted the post. While she 

was relief orga�ist, she ·found time .to play in a D,f-nrier Music Women's 

Ensemble at the Claypool Hotel where she had the chance to meet 

Victor Herbert and John Philip Sousa. When Dorothy Green left 

.. 
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the Circle to get married, Dessa Byrd became lead organist. Later, 

a Wurlitzer pipe organ was installed at the Circle,and Byrd was 

featured soloist on this fine instrument until 1929 when she 

moved to the Indiana Theatre, Indianapolis, where she served as solo 

organist until 1934. Byrd studi�d pipe ergan with Carrie Hyatt 

Kennedy beginn:l_ng abput'the time the Circle Wuriitzer was installed. 

She also studied with Walter Flandorf from Chicago, who, with 

Bormar Cramer� Herb lh>ch, William,·Blancharid, Dale Yo·ung, and Jimmy 

Boy�r served as relief erganists of the Ci�cle and Indiana Theatres. 

Organist Lester Huff alse ptaied at the Cirele in 1930. 

In 1926 when the owners of the ne� Indiana Theatre were 

BYRD, DESSA 4. 

deciding what organ to purchase, they se"Q,t Dessa' Byrd to Chicago 

to look over and select a 3 manual/17 rank Birton. Byrd played at 

the Indiana Theatre from 1929 unt�-1 ,.9?4 0 � � a She piayed with orchestras, 

accompanied films, played organ ov�rtur�s., sing-alongs, stage shows, 

and organ solo spots. Byrd began piaying �t the Circle Theatre 

again in 1931 and remained there until 1939. She holds the distinction 

of being the f�r$t organist to broadcast �ver the radio (WFBM) in 

Indiana. The year was 1926. 

Byrd also ,,..played ,,tihe Marr and Col ton organ··i·n ·t·he Foun-tain 

Square Theatre in Indianapolis, on Radio .. For a period of four 

years she accompanied Carl Ba��r on a program for the Davidson's 

Indiana Fur Company. 
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·' 

Dessa Byrd had married Edward Resener, second violinist in the 

Circle Theatre orchestra, in 1923. They worked together professionally 

for a number of years before their divorce in 1939. 

In 1935 the Hammond organ had just been idtroduced. Byrd 

had left the Indiana Theatre the year befor�, was continuing at the 

Circle Theatre, _and was also hired by Pearson Musi-c Company 

to be the first Hamm·ond: demonstJ"a,tar bi Indiana. In December of 
' ' ·' •,.•• ' 

1935 she introduced •the.Hammond to a� au�ienee at Indiana University • 
.

She 'broadcast many programs on the Ha,m]Jlond fsrem Pearson's organ 

studio. Indianapolis radio station W.K.B.F. was purchased by 

Eugene Pulliam,· publis'l:ier of U1e l,ildiana:g0lis St;:ar-�ews. He 

changed the call letters to W.I.R.E. Byrd breaQcast both on 

Hammond and pipes aver this �tattah •. One of the broadcasts was 

called, "Uncle Co,n:nie and Aunt I:>essa"--a piano organ duo that she 

played with Harry Basan. Byrd and Bas0n. cam•bined their ta+ents for 

. . 

The Keys," .which_ appeare·d tfure� . . eekly c.oast-to-coast on 

the Mutual Radio Netwark. Their lo2al lndianapolis bra•dcast was 

known as "The Thi:ee Favo'l'ites." 

In 1942 D�ssa ijyrd marrisd Leo M. Rapp•port, a·corpo�ation 

attorney and one of th'e' ewners of the Circle Theatre. She then 

retired from her active· _professianal life but played f.ar her 

friends and an occasional banquet fat Eli Lilly and Campany. 

BYRD, DESSA 6. 

other radio broadsasts entitled "The S~ng Treasury," and ''B's At 

times w 
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Leo Rappaport died in 1959 and Dessa Byrd began to look for 

outlets for her creative musical energy. In l963 she purchased 

a large electronic organ fof her home and began taping radio 

broadcasts for WFMS-FM. She �toadeast over 100 half-hoqr 

programs of organ music, and thirty progr�ms of piano music fr�m 

her home over tpis station._ 

Tom Ferree brought:_ t-e t,eat�� organ back to lite in 

Indianapolis. when .he irist�i!l'.ed the remarkable .,t:hree manual 

Loui�ville Uniphon� im tie R,voii The�tra� Dessa Byrd started to 

play on pipes again. - :)'.n 197:t s,he was presented in a "final" 

concert at th� Rivoli. it was a cold, snowy, evening, she 

BYRD, DESSA 8. 

played to There sti11 yas magic in 

her name. 

D•essa �yrd and' her Mrs. Steven Rechtoris, 

also an organist)� have app �n eon�ett �n e�ery rad�o and 

television progra!Jl in t.he India-�apel:is area� Virginia has b·een - with 

WISH-TV for twenty-£ ive years •. 

In September 1976, Tim Needleir.; Pr�sident of the C.entral Indiana 

Chapter ·of th-e American The.atre 01<ga:n Sae.iety presented Dessa Byrd 

with a plaque and c.er.t;.i-ficate of lifetime,fembe�,�li;IJ>· 

Byrd has rec�rded a �umber of long-pl�yVng dises of piano 

and organ music, both �lectronic and pipe. By all accounts she is 

the best known and most famous t.heatre organi�t from the Indianapolis 

area. 

Dessa Byrd died in May .of 1977. 

sister, Vilrgtuia (now 

eared 
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of the Hammond organ. 

Outstanding mastery of the Hammond organ led to the selection 

of Virginia Byrd as demonstrator of the electric organ at the 

National Music Dealers Convention in New York �ity in 1941. 

In 1940 Virginia entered the field of radio doing pro-grams 

for WIRE (with studios on the ninth floor of the Claypool Hotel). 

The NOVACHORD, with tone produced entirely by oscillating radio 

tubes·, had been invented by Lawrence Hammend of the Hammond 

Instrument Company. Virginia's Hammond orga� and Novachord 

talent� were aired on a daily feature "Jatitorially Speaking.'' 

Virginia became staff organist at WIRE when sister Dessa married 

in 1942. 

BYRD, VIRGINIA (MRS. STEPHEN RECHTORIS) 4. 

In January-of 1,42 •Virginia manried Stephen Rechtoris. When 

dau·ghter Beverly was born, big sister &essa teak over for Virginia 

to play her programs. Be�erly Ann Rech�orjs is now a graphic 

artist with WRTV, Channel 6,· Indianapolis, Indiana. 

During the eight. years with_ �IRE R�die Virginia was organist 

on the "Trolley Trio," featuring Harry Basen and vocalist Frank 

Parrish. On "Th� Block's M�ke-Up Prqgram," heatd daily from the 

WIRE studios at 12 o'clock noon, V_irgi·nia played Deagan chimes 

amplified through large speakers on the roof of the Claypool Hotel 

daily. A most popular program aired each night at 11:00 for 

Hook's Dependable drugs was "Starl.ight Trail,," with Sidney Mason 

reading poetry. 
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In September 1949 Jimmy Boyer returned to Cornell University 

to finish his college degree. He offered to V�rginia, and she 

accepted, his staff position with WISH-TV, a new station started 

in 1943. Her first program was in 1949 from the Indiana State 

Fair WISH stud_ios. Virginia had many commercial ·programs while 

at WISH (with studios located in the Board of Tra�e Building). 

Virginia Byrd Rechtor�s has a number 0£ firsts with WISH 

5. 

and WISH-TV. By playing at their inaugural program, she was the 

first organist to play at their new studios at 1440 North Meridian 

Street. On Ju1y 1, 1954, almost four years later, Virginia played 

the background music for the dedicatory program of the second 

BYRD, VIRGINIA (MRS� STEPHEN &ECHTORIS) 6. 

television station of WISH-TV, Indianapolis, Indiana. 

"Virginia Byrd Time," an all request program, was on radio for 

several years. Virginia was feitured soloist on ''The Catherine 

Daniels Show," and _the "Laugh With the Ladies" show. 

"Chapel Door," a 15-minute interdenominational religious 

program, debuted on television in 1954 • It ran a full 16 years, 

becoming the longest running religious program in the Middle West. 

Virginia was co-director of the show and played for the respective 

singers who assisted the minis�er with the program. 

Currently Virginia is heard on "Meditation," a sign-on and 

sign-off program for WISH-TV. Each week Virginia programs 

ministers of different denominations taping seven, 3-minute sign-on 
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and seven sign-off pr:ograms. Virginia play __ s. a piano background 

for the seven programs which are t�ped on M0nday. They are viewed 

14 times the frillowing week� 

On occas;i.on, Virginia also app�ars on the current "Indy To-Day 

Show," �1th Alpha �lackbu.rn. 

Along w�fh h�r �usital issociation with WISH-TV, Virginia has 

found_ time th!ori�h the years �o dev�te many hours to civic work. 

She received the T SP -Award for her ·ma�y civic and volunteer 

project$. T SP stands :for Thqse Special. People, and is an honor 

conferred.by the Women la:Communications gromp. 

BYRD, VIRGIN-IA (MRS. STEPHEN :RECHTORIS) 8. 

Presently, Virginia is a m�mber of the Civic Theatre Board of 

Direct0rs, •,Ch-ristiaa, '.L'hec!d·agical Seminary:, -Repertory Theatre of 
" ·� 

. 
' 

Christian Thealogi.qtl. Seminary, - Ametr.iean- Theatre Organ Society,

and the Afueric�n Gujld of 'organfsis.'·

��sband Stephe� iechtoris is treasurer of Hugh J. Baker 

Steel Com'pany. 

1 
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BROWN, DWIGHT 

Brown was born in Dallas, Texas. Attended Forest Avenue High School in that 

ci�y. It was at ·Fores_t Avenue High School where he began his musical career as 

· leading trumpeter in the ·school band. He soon switched to piano under the

tutelage of Elizabeth Gay Jones and Julius Ilbert Jahn and progressed to the

organ under Pietro Yon, later organist of the Vatican.• �ost of all he

credited c. Sharpe Minor as the best of his teachers as far as the theatre

• 

organ was concerned. He played the Hippodr,ome i-n
1 

Dallas, Texas·, became organist

of th� 4 manual/20 rank Wurlitzer or�an in the Dallas Palac:e in August o.f 1925,

opened the.3 manual/10 rank Barton, organ in the Texas Theatre in .Dallas in 1927.

He opened the 4 �anual ��rlitzer in tae Pa:rameut 'Phea��e� Toledo; Ohio in 1929

BROWN, DWIGHT

aad went �n to a stint at Shea's Buffalo Theatre, B�ffalo, New York in 1929. 

He also played engagements in Houston and San Antonio, and at the Fox Theatre 

in Atlanta, Georgia. He returned in 1932 to the Palace Theatre in Dallas and 

2. 

was there. for a time but relinquished the organist position to· Joe Proctor, who 

remained there until the organ feature was discontinued. In 1935 he was selling 

Hammond organs in the qa;1as area and he opened the first eleotron1o organ in

the Dallas Athletic Club. In 1942 he returned to the Palace Theatre in Dallas, 

Texas when organ intermissions were begun again. He played a number of years 

for the State Fair of Texas and did radio and night club �ork· from the late�fi930's 

until the 1960' s •.. · He· remained in the Dallas area until his death,. December 9, 

1965. 

.. 
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organist of the Garrick Theatre 1n Duluth. Minnesota in 1926. 
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The· following itet;n was found in tp.e April 1925 issue of 
, 1 .ii • 

Ma�azine by loyd E' .' Ki�s:: , ' 

.. il:BJRT F • }¼ROWij' 

-It is. �ert.ainly possible for an organist of the theater-eoncert

type t·o · �·ather to binfself the enthusiastic and whole-hearted inter-

est of a �surpris:i,n:gly- ext,ensive· !oliowing. 

This was well exempl:U'ed in the case. of Albert F. Brown when he 
., . '.;_. 

. 
·"' J ' '' ' 1 .. ' ' 't, ' .f ' ' ' ', �

1

- ' , •recently :left the Fore'S1f lUI1s Thea-ter o�ga.n conso,lle t6r• E;l.

through ,the South. The· patrons 'of, th�� . Lomg Islaµd thea,ter�-one 
,,

of the :fin-est in th.e· East, and serving probably one of the most 

e�elusive residential s�b��bs of the Atlantic coast, unite�·iR a 

} .,-w , peti«tiq;n· ti, :tribe , h-eat'er 'lnarr�men':\ to h�ve .P!J.is :gopular or

· retu.:rne,d �·· 'l'h�y · were so ,urgent that Mr .ir0wn. elJ,t short h . , .
1 .ll, • ,.for a· �tioitt time, · 

and soon was ba,ek/at th:e Forest Theater console, to. the great. sat ... 

,. isfaction of theater pattens, who hali su.1:mitted this unusu�:...t,i:J.t ;;,
decidedly complimentary petition • 

....... 7

At p�e-sent, Mr Brown i:s located in Geneva., Illinois as deJnon.� ,, 

· s�z:,a-t:�ll?' , �· �e G �eva. i:�gan Qompany, (;f'Q:rmei Y. the _Smith TJ;r(,lt :Ot.�·
l J \• ,,, 1 ' r > ,  l 

gan Go; ) • He also presidJes at the organ in t_he Fargo Theat. t- in 

Geneva a.l'lct' broacasts nightly from WJJD, the bi g station ma.i�tained 

by the Loyal Order of Moose, at Mooseheart, Illinois. -
' 

� 

programs are attracting world-wide interest� The.

suitli>�ll tt. of :th�,s, ox-g&:n "fl:o:ir ,br �dca.stria:g l$ dernons�ra.te·d bf t�.e
• i\, 
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clev:er artistry of Mr -�"Brown. which brought -messages
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from points as r emot� a.s �laska, south Amer ·ie�., and Paeific l!ne;rs 

enroute to Honolulu, to say·. nothing _qf' the numer_ous ones Feeei v.ed 

fr-o.m, raC!l:io· fans bi the �tat.es and Canada •. :
I ' --' '� ' ' ' • 

When· .the new lmba·s$0Jd.0r Theat•e:ia: on the telte. Dr�ve ,in Chic11go op ... 

ened :i.n May.,, Mr l3_rown was chosen to initiate the :wond�;rful new or-
. 'CD .)n.4{41:-

, gan UH. which ii, is equipp>e�c:iJ!ta:. il . t!!,t1uef .11ok� good photo.:

plays interesiing, by add.t;n;g to ·the,11,l th� eh' 
. --.. .. • , 

., • •. • I';, 1 
of p.ppropriate mus- · 

ie •. One extrelll¢lJ '.i.rl'teretti,�� fa(ll'.et �f�t::nis.openint.,is it'ha"e for
., 

the first time in the history_�f m�$ic, a� o�gani�t wifl "play in

light· color-$" im. additiqn to ·play;j;rrg in• ntone .colors and- clif.ferent 
' , 

, 

pitczhes. The new or gan in the Ambassador i.s a Geneva_ pro-duet'" 
-�· 

Mr •. '.Brown's sueeess as a ·photo:play;,.o.��anis�-broadcaster is,. oaf 

,-. · ' i;l1ling, b:i;� 
' ' • 11 

4; ;iv� pbot�·pl 
' !ill 

,:r. 

t,� _ , e, .· _ . , . , it ,pos·sible fo-P· 
. � 

pr.of'it so fully from. st.u:dy -ah(;\ expe_it'ien.ee � 
. . 

, ••. ' • . .. ,.:� . - ·.1 ' . .. • 
Mt,eBr,o� b'elong-s, .tf 1,-�t s ohoo.lL w�i·eh bel�etres 

,(I, 
' , , • :i,·::. ',,' � : .•·, • __ ,- ' 

r.:hra .· io'f x. . )11 ·th� pie ,\11:e· �t all 
. ' ' -� 

' , ' ., ' ,· . -� ,, 
: to stat.e tbat; Jti l,aJFg� p�'t of: h'" s pop'U.lar,ity: with 

J'" / 

times. we v.,�nture 

tp.eater ·patrons is 

aee·o�nted for by b� abilt.ty ·:wi,th whi·':h he does this 

:necessary' thing. 
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BROWN, ALBERT F. 

Theatre organist in Forest Hills, New York in 1925.

BROWN, ALBERT F. 

Born in N.ew York City 1895. Organist at Mooseheart, Illinois 

from 1922 to 1924. In 1925 he was organist of the Fairgo Theatre in 

Geneva, Illinois. Opened the Granada Theatre for the Marx Brothers 

in Chicago in 1926 and the Marbro Theatre for them in 1927. was 

guest organist at the Oriental Theatre in Chicago while regular 

organist Henri A. Keates took his vacation in 1926. Broadcast from 

Radio Station WJJD in Mooseheart, Illinois on a Geneva organ during 

the time that he was organist in Mooseheart. 
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BROOKS, EDYTHE (Mrs.) 

Orpn1st of Loew•s Victory Theatre in New York City in July 

1927. 

BROOKS, THEODORA 

organist of �ew•s 1e::i1ng�,e.n Theatre,1:n New York City in 1927. 

.. 



BROOKS , - ARTHUR S • 

Broadcast over Radio Station WPG, Atlantic City, New Jersey in the mid 

1920's 



BROADBENT• GEORG� W. 

Organist on the staff with Roy L. Medcalfe at the Imperial 

Theatre in Long Beach. California 1n 1927. 

BROCKHORN , GEORGE 

Organist_of the Sanford Theatre in Sanford, 'Florida in 1926. 



BRITE, JOE (Joseph L. Brite) 

Born 1n Canton, Missouri, July 9. 1903. His parents were Jennie 

and Sterling p. Brite • .Brite was educated in the Laramie, Wyoming 

High School and attended the Un1ver�1·ty of. Wy.ont�ng, He married 

Cordelia Metcalf. He had fiv·e years experience• as a 'pianist in . 

theatre orchestras in the m.iddle west, played several months in 

·various Chicago theatres, appeared with Mi.it-on :Charl_es in a special

organ act at the Balal)a.n .and Katz T'hioii Theatre :Lb: Chicago during

the summ�r of 19�5. He opened ergan� at Gre�ley, Colorado; Boulder,

Colorado; and Alamosa, Cel:.ora.�9. He wa-s organtst at the Elks/

Theatre in Rapid -C1 ty, · Co,lorac;lic
{

during 1927 a:.:ui 1922:. Also served

as organist ot the Home $t_eak ppera House _in I,,eaa; South :Dakota.

Brite later beeame manager of the Biaito_Theatre ln_Alamosa, Colorado

BRITE, JOE (Joseph L. Brite) · 2. 

and he played the 2 manual/7 ra-nk Wurl1t_zer .organ almost every night 
', 

from the late 19�0•s until his death, Sept�)llber 17,, 1974 •

. ' 
.. 





BRI M. RALPH

Organist 1 

BRILL, KENNETH 

1920' s 

Br1 

_1925 he 

ocate o 

trand 

Served as-s�bst1t11te •<l>rgari1st at the Rosev1lie Theatre in 

Roseville. California, during the first two years after it opened. 

the 

organ1s of the 



BRIGHAM, RALPH H. 

Born October 10, 188J 1ri North Adams, Massachusetts. Brigham 

was a student at the New England Conservatory or Mus1o in Boston, 

Massachusetts from 1900 to 190J. He gave over 2,000 organ recitals 

in the United States. He served as organ soloist at the Strand 
from 1918 through the mid-twenties; 

Theatre 1n New York;" the C&P,1tol. _Theatre in st. Paul, Minnesota; 
In 1�25-Brigham became organist of the Orpheum 

and the Senate Theatre in Chicago, Illinois.I\ He .CHllll90btx� Theatre 
Rockford, 

:,c,t,c�� open�0the Coronado Theatre in Rockford, Illinois Illinois. 

in 1927. 

He held many positions as church organist 1nc1Ud1ng the First

congregational Church of North Hampton, Massachusetts and the 

Second Congregational Church in Rockford, Illinois. He is 

·listed in Who• s Who 1n Ch1oago and Illinois, (1946).

Brigham died September 2J, 1954 in Rockford, Illinois 

. ... 



BRIGHAM, CHESTER_ 

Theatre organist 1n the_ Boston area in the 1920 1 s. Director of 

the Boston Theatre Organists• Club in 1929. Assistant organist to 

Arthur J. Martel at the Metropolitan Theatre in Boston (now called 

a Music Hall). (This ho:use seated 5,000 people.) 

BRIDWELL, MAC. 

Played the Maje,st1c· Theatre fn San Antonlo, Texas (a 4,000
. . 

seat atmospheric John Ehersom house) e,n a J manual/10 rank RQbert

Morton organ. 

--- ,. 
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.s f'o�d; in,,�e:, June Ij.J.5, 

· ·lci-o·

··'.,lfu,, �- '·;JallG�
. . ' 

' \ ,, ' 
,,. , We hav:e :hleaFd the\'0ld �w that 'if a man lives j:ii a deinse. f-0¥ .... 

st a ,. ·s the most e�rf' et'. :� e-tr�p in :t·he worid, 'hiJ e.t�
I ' � • : ,_t 

. · t,ome<!",$ wi'll i, ir ;. o;• �orqs o a. .e_ . ��t ·" 
,
v.

iai: ' f ,. , 
, 

I 
' ' , , ' 

� � • 

No· at there ts much· eonnection 'between pipe organs 
' t ,- •. 

,' ' -· a '· 
l'1 m_· le wit ·,ceu · · 

't ' ' .... ◄ 
.. ' ' 

•· . 'f!e;w e' o:rt not a tiM'S. 
lfi-, � L ll • 

· Anyhow,, w�en .. ·1::haAr. 2··-e· of. homel)'.trtith,. is,.,aP'P �u t((:) pip�·,_ 

',;;:.the,_ !J�e �f Ral;h� �; J3r,;Lgham cemei .. t.0 �he ntJ,n(;l� o�. those ffllo:11 �o� . :, 

'; im;, OJ"•' ikttow of 'hi;IQr., Brighalh p:Fepa���- h:i=fli;se1:C (er, ,suecesis. ,);zy $ "" �"" .. . -�n . . .. r' ... � -

gtt. ·�µd;,; 1p -.� 111 ·rra:rd1:1�ed "fl"om :t,ie ·.N��- E.n gi��a �f8�ato("� - "� ' ••. ' 

�c. � . a,r "Was :t'hed' for a.,. number of years' ,torga1iist. and eho�m
.. ' . 

ot1:tb:ab;ip<ten 1 :· a fs·. · �+e serving ,in th1� ea.pae·ity·, his .
. 
itl at1enthffl 'of . 'hap.1iel1\ '.be

. r. 
' 1· , , t � • , 

oxy' and' sh:or . after.wards, Brigh. residirtg 
I.' l f.f t , 

, • .,,. • .ll: < 1 \ 

s�le. S,trgnd Thea er 0, in ij:-e;w YQ��. whe:re he
·�, ill", 

', ·... 
\ , .' ;1! ,. ,_r \ ' 

,,,se,v�n_,_y-ea,tS. : ,, .·
l;J 

• -01, , .,, • :,. ' -� ' . . 

·He fPt'�:at:r-d · �s �r��\�� i'ntb S�v:sa' � B�� .at, th, Hippodf-i>�e
�_

in ,

New Yo,r, i.:i has �J v:�n .•o:re tb�, 500 �ueeess-tti.� o.;rgan ;f.-e,Qit,,aJ�· . lta.� 
. � ' . ' ,. . . . ' . 

·, ·0!('g.a11ist Jt �he ��i�ol T�taa;t�:ir in St. Pa�l ., anq. �b.e Senate ,3l�e-�ter 

;tn,Obl�.�;, is� ,eia.Jje:ag.;�,!>1%t-f t�ie,- Amefie� C¾u,iJt� Q!° 'U,rgani�'l!ls an.d 
, • ' • 

I ' ' :,,i •••. I I I • 
~ . • . , I It , . 

-'.-.-.--... -� �- �J:lnw!E -2{ 't.b����U0Ml..:!.§.$o�iati�J1 bi"· .Dr.gatn::st.s.�� -�-Fc.e.�.ent:,-_Jb.e ...:_...---,�,.,.. 
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wi:'t'h thi- ��t-;pheum- l'h�at$P i,Q -tto�k:f'prdt· JlJ.,tJl�is •. 

Io ·a�l t�se a..ctiw:kties ts �t�de:nt, qhut'oh org�iist, recital,tst,
l , I Ji. - • ' . '• , ' . , 

�n'.d• :a1a��{}tU\ci ml}si,�am.4 �, -�s Mr;.•" . .Bri.gham t tB · sirn .. �iE!'Pi:ty · a.�d -�'b�'if 
� I 

"'' . . ' 

sue�es-s aJti Ute a'li�is_rice appro,va: � �il}b: goes1'· 
' \ � , 

�' 
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•: ( . :. I ' , J, ,;.II l�'?lJ • :? ' ' 

l-Ie ccms ··ders· ,,. r · ct. s: iilrh-rori4·z t,;aon · of us · · piet.u,;
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BRIGGS• JOSEPH . 

Organist .on the ·staff of the Regent Theatre. Rochester, 

New York--an 1800 seat house iocat-ed at ·East Avenue and Chestnut 

street which opened November ·l_O • 191.4. a:nd. ·beas,ted. a J manual Hope

Jones Wurl1tzer,·des1g.ned b;y Robert Hope-Jenes hlms�lf. (Hope-Jones 

took his own lite 1n ltochest·er... New Yo;i'k thre·e ctats after the 

the.a tre op.ened. } . . . • 



BRERE'l'ON. ROBERT 

Robert Brereton. is widely known to concert-goers across the
country--as a pianist. In a bitterly eompetitt�e field, . the San
Francisc.o-born virtuoso has carved out a career f<>r himself that is
doubly remarkable, for Bre�eton has been blind from birth.

: In addition to instruction fro� seme ef the rlnest keyboard
teachers in the world-.:.1nc1Ud1.ng Art:ur Rubinstein a.nd the late Olga
Samaroff Stokowsk1--Breretan has seen t.trele-ssly as-slated by his mother.
Since o�y a small portii_on of tne v-ast pian0 ;u.iti>rart fs available in
Braille editions, a quite unusual -method was devised to enableI ' 

' 

Brereton to learn the extenstire �.epete4.re that 1s ,,no)f at his command •. ' . .. • • 7. • 
� . ' 

.. . Whenever .a new compesition enters his repetory, Mrs. Brereton
(herself ·not.a oft the pr�nted page in every 

BRERETON, ROBERT 

· 
h" b "" /1,,.eA np•-st I read. off the title.detail until 1t 1s thoreug �Ya svrg �• ;u;-

- - �, . 
If there's a ded1�at1on, l read that too. Nftt eome the key 

1•1 The"" the pedal marks, and, of course. signatures and tempo marA\ ngs. ..... 

all the notes. II ' 

Brereton made·. his wes:b C0ast debut. while st.tll 1n hls teens and 

a few months later put in his first erohestral appearance with the 
· 

h orc·�estra under t-.he 4l1re:et1en of Rudolph Ganz• San Franci_seo S�p ony ,,, 

2. 

When he left California to come East• , he entered the Juilliard Graduate 

school where he. received three sucoessive f�11.e:wsh1�s·'� 
. . 

In his early twenties·, •BrePetea gave two New York_ recitals 1n

that oity•s_renowned·To:w� Hall. �he New York critics, unquestionably 

the toughest aud,.ience in the Ji18tion,_ were unanimous .in their enthusiasm.

trained musician) reads 



BRERETON, · ROBERT 

11A remarkable display of skill and musicality," commented the New 

York Times, while Harriett Johnson of the Post found him to possess 

11 such strength he 1s like a first-rate athle.te at the piano, but 

combined with the sensitivity of the poet." 

J. 

The following year Brereton was back in California. Here he 

repeated his triumph with the San Francisco Symphony, this time under 

the aegis of Pierre Monteu'l.. Of Brereton•s talents the diminutive 

maestro.stated: 11 He 1s a very fine pianist with a beautiful conception

of th� works he plays. His art eembtnes verve, brilliancy and a 

delicate poesy." High praise from a great man. His recitals in the 

Bay area evoked memories of such masters as Horowitz, icle•s influential 

Alfred Frankenstein marked him as a p;1an1st er "exceptianal gifts." 

BRERETON, ROBERT 

Ensuing . sea�ons have taken Brereton eP@ss-ceunit;r-y s ·e'V'eral times in 

recitals., chamber mus·ic _programs and ap.pearances with orchestra. 

Brereton first took up the organ a few �ears back--11 just 

fof my own amusement," he say:s sm111ngly-. He usually plays the small 

4. 

electronic Hammond organ, but when the ocea�1on arose to record on the 

magn1f1�ent pipe organ that 1s a landmark,o:r New York's Paramount 

Theatre, the challenge·was too provoeat1.ve to se missed. Subsequently, 

he recorded a long-playing -recording or·organ transcriptions of 

of orchestral music on th-1s orga,n ( Camden CJ.5591) • 



BREESKIN, DAN 

a re n Washington, D. c. in 1927. Organist of the Apollo The t 1 

BREITEN FELD, EMIL 

Organist of-the California Theatre in San Francisco in 1923.

,. 

. ,, 



BRAY, LEWIS E. ·. 

Theatre organist 1n· the Boston area 1n the m1d-1920•s. 

Organist of the S-ha�mut Theatre in Boston during those years. 

BRECK , EDWARD S. 

Theatre organist who was heam brea<dcasting·ever Radio station 

WRNY • New York City in 1927. 



BRASS, PAUL (Raul de Toledo Galvao) 

Known professionally as Pa�l .Brass, Galvao came either from 

Brazil or Argentina. He was a theatre organist in the New York 

City area 1n the late 20 1 s and early J0•s. He played the Momart 

Theatre in Brooklyn, New York in 1928 and was on the staff of the 

RKO Center Theatre, New York City ln the 19J0•s. Remembered as 

being somewhat eccentric, he told friends he liked to eat his lunch 

in a nearby cemetary because it was 0 so quiet there. 0 "His lunch 

always consisted of turkey legs. 11



Organist on the �taff of LOew•s Woodside Theatre in NewTheatre 

York Cit? ln 1927•

BRAINARD, RALPH S. 

Theatre organist 1n. the N� York City area.· Play·es. the Strand 

Theatre in New York City in_ 1922- and·· 1923. 

f, . ;.i· 
~ 
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BOYER, JAJ1b3 H. 

Born September 10, 1909 in Elwood, Indiana. Boyer began 

learning piano at age seven. His first teacher was his mother. 

A year later he began taking from his -mother's teacher, Claude 

Wright. Boyer• s mother passed away in  1920 and his father 

remarried. His father was ordained to the ministry tn the 

Christian Church ( Disciples of Christ) in 1921. · Ilil�img the time 

that his father served a church in Bedford, Ind1aaa from 1923 
. . 

to 1926 Boyer studied piano, organ, and harmen� with Rema_ OWen 

Martin. He also had two years of t,:iarmony in high school.· He 

attended his senior year and g.nlduated from the Martinsville, Indiana 

High School in 1927 •. That same 7ear he studied piano at the 

Metropolitan School 1n -Ind-iaAap_olls ( later merged .with the 

BOYER, JAMES H. 

Indiana College of Music to form the Jordan Conservatpry) with 

artist-teacher Willard MacGregor. During those four years Boyer 

was c?urch or�nist first in Bedford, ·1ndi&na and then in 

Martinsville, Indiana. 

2. 

Boyer spent nine months• travel as a.singing evangel1�t, ending 

up 1n Ir.dianapol1s, Indlam and it was here that he got h1s. first 

real taste of theatre organ mus iv• and decided to beeome a theatre 

organist. He studied organ with Ruth NQller for nine months, well 

known Indianapolis organist, Dessa Byrd for two years, ene year•s 

study of piano with Roger Cushma:n, and seven•,and. one-half y8$rs ot

voice with B. F. Swarthout. In 1949 Boyer matriculated in Columbia 

University in New York City, and while there studied piano for 

.. 
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four years with Harold Triggs. 

Beginning March 1928 until September 1928 Boyer played for 

the Roy Bair Corporation Ne1gQborhood Theatres. From September 

1928 to December 1929 he played at the Cirole Theatre and then 

the Indiana Theatre in Indianapolis, Indiana. Fr9m January 1930

to May 1931 he was staff orga-n1st_or Radio station WFBM (then a 

CBS affiliate). From May 1931 to·May 19JJ he was staff organist 

of the Indiana Broadoasting Corporation and Radio Station WKBP 

(now S-.;ation WIRE, Indianapolis), and station W(}BF 1n Evansville, 

Indiana. From May 193.J to. J)1ly 1941 he broadeast ov:�r WIRE, and 

from January 1936 to July 1941, he was staff organist and vocalist 

•1th Shirley Brothers Morticians.. From March of 19.36 to April 1942
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he organized and conducted 111s own band: areu.nd the Hanunond organ. 

From Jul.y 1941 to Septemeer 1949 he ·was musical d:1:r.ector of Radio 

Sta�ion WISH. Indianapolis, and also,d1d. so�o elut>'ti'o:rk with 

time out for World War II • . September 1949 found .ao,er at 

4. 

Columbia University 1n New York ·c,lty. :Prom March 19SO to May 1951
he played'in a trio at the Shelton Hotel and 'broadcast over

Radio Station WOR, New York City thre.e nlthts w.eeli11"�- In June
1951 until November 1951 he did solo olub work on the organ

' 
' 

· . ;--4�)• ·-et·-: i-:.; -. at the House of McAray. From Ju e or 1952 until J-uly of 1959 he
was organist of BUdd1 s Restaurant ·1n Jackson Heights, New· York.

During these working years, Boyer attended Columbia University

and graduated 1n 1955. In Fe·bruary 1959 he taught for the Baldwin

J. 

r 
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Company in New York. In March 1959 he became organist and choir 

director of the Valley Stream, Long Island., Presbrter1an Church 

and spent twelve _years in that position. From January 1962 to 

November 1970 he taught in Hackensack, New Jersey for a Baldwin

Gulbransen organ dealer. In November 1970 he retired and returned 

to Indiana. Boyer died in February ·of.--1�76. 



BOYCE, JIMMY (James F.) 

Boyce began piano study at age 5 and organ study at age 12. 

t,·t 15 he was organist and choirmaster in a church and upon graduation 

from Peabody Conservatory in Baltimore he was granted a degree. While 

a teenager he was enraptured by the sound of the theatre organ by 

listening to �rt Brown and Milton Slosser at Loew•s Capital Theatre 

in Washington, D. c. In 1949 he was appointed organist at the 

America-On-Wheels Roller Skating Rink 1n Alexandria, Virginia, 

a cavernous building which resembles a National Guard Armory. 

It ls a full city block long and 65.f�et high. 

Boyce believed that.the theatre pipe organ was the answer to 

proper music 1n the arena. In 1956 with the approval of doubtful 
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owners, a 2 manual/6 rank Wurlitzer was installed. By 1960 a larger 

organ was desired and a 4 manual/)4:nank Wurlttzer organ originally 

in the Center Theatre in New York was purchased. It took several 

years before the new installation was playing, and the resulting 

installation more than adequately fills the arena with big sound 

since all pipes, percussions, and traps are installed without 

chambers. Boyce has been continually playing his particular 

brand of skating rink music over 25 years. 

He also plays a 3 ma.nual/11 rank Barton.at th�?�i�g1nia Theatre 

which is only a- -few blociks away from the roller rink. On Sundays 

he 1s organist and choir director at St. Christopher's Churc� 1n 

Springfield, Virginia. The rest of his time ls devoted to teaching, 

,. 
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recording sessions, and concert appearances. He performed for the 

American Theatre Organist Society's Co�ventlon in 1972. 

Boyce became one of a .. f�w thea.tre or,gari'lsts : to appear in a 

motion picture. It was 11 Scorpio11 starrimg Burt Lancaster. 

Boyce died Dec�mber 31, 1980 at the age of 52 years. 

. 
' 

• 



BOWEN, CHARLE5 

Assistant to Chester W. Walton at the American Theatre, Bellingham, 

Washington in the early 1920 1 s.(Robert Morten organ). He was later a 

teacher of classical plane and maintained a studio in the Fine Arts Building 

on Holly Street in Bellingham. Bowen was organist Gwinar Anderson's first 

music teacher. 
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BOSSERT, LUCILLE 

Theatre organist in the Seattle, Washington area 1n the 1920 1 s. 

Played the Ridgemont Theatre 1n Seattle in 1926 and early 1927. 

Played the Woodland Theatre, 1n Seattle beginning 1n mid-1927. 

BOUCHARD, GEORGE ALBERT' 

Theatre organist 1n the Bl:lffalo, New York area. Played the 

Strand Theatre in Niagara Falls, New York 1-n 1922. In 1923 he 

played the Stat,ler Hotel in Buffalo. In 1925 he played at Shea• s 

Hippodrome Theatre in Buffalo, New York. 




